NEWSLETTER
Week 6 Term 1 2017
Principal: Phil Garner
Deputy Principal: Kris Robson

4 Seymour Street, Eden Hills 5050 Phone: 8278 5355

www.blackwoodps.sa.edu.au

An IB school valuing, supporting and inspiring a community of lifelong learners

Important Diary
Dates
Monday 13 March
Public Holiday
Tuesday 14 March
P&F Mtg 6-7.30pm
Staff Room
Thursday 16 March
SAPSASA State
Swimming Day
Friday 17 March
National Day Against
Bullying and Violence
Tuesday 21 March
Harmony Day
Tuesday 21 March
Finance Mtg 5-6pm
Governing Council Mtg
6-6.30pm Staff room
Friday 24 March
JP Assembly 2.30pm
To join, search for
Blackwood PS Scene
in Facebook and click on the
Join button.

Dear Parents and Caregivers,

Blackwood Primary School 2017 Governing Council
Our Annual General Meeting was held on the21st of February
2017. I would like to thank all the parents and staff who
attended. The 2016 Annual Report is now available and can be accessed through
our website or may be viewed in our front office. Following the AGM we held the
first Governing Council meeting for 2017. All future meetings are held Tuesdays in
week 3 and week 8 from 6.00pm.
We welcome the newly elected and returning Councillors.
Brendan White – Re-elected - Chairperson
Craig Seckerson – New Councillor – Vice Chairperson
Erin Anear –New Counsellor - Secretary/Minutes
Kirrily Burton– Returning Councillor - Treasurer
Amy Offler – Returning Councillor
Ian McKeown– New Councillor
Karen Drysdale – Returning Councillor
James Down – Re-elected Councillor
Neil Barber - Re-elected Councillor
Wendy Brown - Returning Councillor
Chris Bates – New Staff Representative
Phil Garner – Principal
I would like to thank our retiring councillors for their contributions to our school,
Hayley Scott, Elise Ruthenbeck and Tom Stoten. Thank you for your dedication and
commitment to our school.

Student Free and School Closure Days 2017
Term 1
Thursday 13 April 2017 (last day of term 1) - Student Free Day
Term 2
Tuesday 16 May 2017 - Student Free Day
Term 3
Monday 24 July 2017 (1st day of term 3) - Student Free Day
Monday 4 September 2017 - School Closure Day (Show Day)
Term 4
Friday 27 October 2017 - Student Free Day
Department for Education and Child Development T/A South Australian Government Schools CRICOS Provider Number: 00018A

School Information
Student Absence
8278 5355
If a student is late or
absent, please ring the
office on the above
number before 9am
or

SMS Text
to
0427 016 460
***
Banking Day
Banking day is
TUESDAY
***
Term Uniform Shop
Opening Hours
Monday
8:15 – 9:15
Wednesday 12:45 – 1:30
Friday
8:15 – 9:15
3:00 – 3:45
Ph: 0401 913 830

TEAM 2 (Room 2)
Room 2 is now also known as Team 2! The students came up with the
acronym ‘TEAM 2’ which stands for, T=Tolerant, E=Enthusiastic, A=Attitude,
M=Mindset and 2= Two Awesome Teachers! Amanda and I are very lucky
indeed.
Team 2 have completed our Essential Agreements which includes respect for
self, others, learning, teaching, environment and property! We have also
looked at the Learning Pit, Growth Mindset and personal goals for the year.
We created time capsules, which includes a personal goal and expectations
for the year. This is tucked away until the end of year! It will be so interesting
to see the progression of all students in Team 2. Our motto is: ’We give it a
go!’
In Maths, Team 2 have been working on place value and number lines. The
students have been so engaged and really enjoyed the challenge. Team 2
have been doing so much fantastic learning and we are looking forward to the
year ahead.
From Miss Finnie

***
KickStart Breakfast
Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday
& Friday 8:30am
Outside the Canteen
***
Lost and Found
Ensure all items are clearly
labelled so we can return
them to you and check the
lost and found cupboard
for missing items.
***
BPS Playgroup
Thursdays
0 – 4 year olds
9am to 11am
OSHC Room
***
School Tour Days
We offer school tours for
new families & new
students.
Contact Reception on
8278 5355 for the next
tour date and to book.
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If your child is away from school for any
reason or they are late.

Did you know that you can
SMS Text 0427 016 460
the school with your child’s name, their
class and reason for absence/lateness.
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We need your help
249 – number of students late to school
15 mins – average time late by students
62 hours – number of hours of lost learning by late students
8.3 hours – administration time lost dealing with late students.
These figures are for the first 6 weeks of term 1
If this continues for the rest of 2017 we will be losing 434 hours (72 school days) of
learning time and the equivalent of $2688 of lost administration time.
We are constantly having students arrive late for school. On average 8-10 students are late each
morning. This not only affects the educational opportunities of these students but also interrupts the
start of the day for the whole class, distracts the office staff when late students sign in, and creates extra
administration work in completing our attendance module. Being late for school also gives the wrong
message about the value of education and respecting other people’s time and efforts.
For those who find it a struggle to get to school on time perhaps the following may be of some
assistance.

No More Morning Madness!
Calm. Relaxed. Smiling. Words seldom heard when parents describe the morning routine on school days.
No one wants to start their day in a frenzied mess of untied shoes and breakfast as they run out the
door to school.
Follow these short recommendations for smoothing out those rough mornings.
Pack lunches the night before
If your child brings their lunch to school, pack it up the night before. Complaints about apple slices that
have browned? Dip apple slices into orange juice before packing them up.
Pack the book bag
As you're packing lunch, ask your child to pack their bookbag. Double check for things like library books,
field trip permission forms, or other special items that need to be returned to school.
Think breakfast menu
Work with your child to write a short list of acceptable healthy breakfast foods. Turn the list into a menu
that can be posted on the refrigerator and ask your child to fill it out before going to bed. Or, if it's too
hard to choose at night, a short list will make it easier to choose from in the morning. Don’t forget we
have breakfast club every morning from 8.30 – 8.45 and best of all it’s free, compliments of Kick Start.
Go ahead, set that alarm clock
Now set it for 10 minutes earlier. Until a good school routine is established, recognise that everything
will take extra time. Give your child (and yourself!) the cushion of a few extra minutes.
These recommendations might not smooth out every wrinkle in your morning routine, but they may
leave your family feeling a little calmer, relaxed, and who knows, maybe smiling!
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Blackwood Primary School’s 2017 School Captains
During Term 4 of last year, a large group of Year 6s attended leadership sessions and wrote an
application to be a School Captain for 2017. Six teachers helped select the School Captains for this year;
it was a very tough job deciding. Well done to all the students who attended these sessions and applied
for the role.
The role of the School Captains includes running SAT meetings, attending meetings and conferences
outside of the school, assisting in running school events, representing our school at special events, being
a role model for other students, helping the students and teachers of our school and generally helping
make Blackwood an even better school.
The School Captains for this year are Negar and Xavier and the Vice Captains are Jasmine and Connor.
Congratulations to the four of them for being selected. Below they have introduced themselves:
My name is Xavier and I am one of the school captains for Blackwood Primary School in 2017. As school
captain I will help this school improve and function to the very best of my ability. I actively use the
Learner Profile attributes during school and I always help other students when I can. I can’t wait to fill
this role and help out around the school.
Hi my name is Negar; I have been selected to be one of the school captains for 2017. As school captain I
promise to be principled, caring, respectful and, most importantly, committed. I am also willing to help
out students and teachers in any way possible, even if that means I have to give up my recess and lunch
time. This year I hope to ensure our school is a place where everyone feels safe and can trust everyone
around them. I can’t wait to see you all in the yard.
I’m Jasmine and I am one of two vice school captains of 2017. I believe that I am a very caring student
and I try to make everyone believe in themselves. I also can’t wait to get started helping our school
improve in new ways. I’m always a very happy student around our school yard and look forward to
working with everyone.
I’m Connor and I’m one of the two Blackwood Primary School’s vice school captains. This year my goal is
to make sure everybody’s voice is heard; I will listen to everybody’s thoughts and opinions. I am very
committed to this role as vice school captain and I will give up as many recesses and lunchtimes to
achieve the goals we set.
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Student Action Team members for Semester 1, 2017
The Student Action Team is a group of students who meet weekly to discuss school issues and plan
action to solve them. Each class has 2 members who are part of the SAT, who are chosen by their class
and teacher. Their roles includes attending weekly Student Action Team meetings, taking relevant
issues from class meetings to Student Action Team meetings, taking decisions and information from
Student Action Team meetings to class meetings and assisting in running school events (such as
fundraisers). The Semester 1 Student Action Team members are:
Room 1 – Jack and Skyla
Room 2 – Naomi and Cassie
Room 3 – Thomas and Sabine
Room 4 – Patrick and Georgina
Room 5 - Bonnie and Amelie
Room 6 – Max and Rohan
Room 7 – Lilly and Ella
Room 8 – Will and Mia
Room 9 - Kody and Alexis
Room 10 - Amelia and Timothy
Room 11 – Bella and Hunter
Room 12 - Nicholas and Annika
Room 13 – Josh and Kaajal
We thank these students for nominating and look forward to seeing the positive changes they create for
our school and for our learning.

2017 The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN
Over the next few years, NAPLAN will be moving from the current paper-based tests to online-based
assessments. Our school is one of the first 50 schools in South Australia that has chosen to commence
using the online platform for the 2017 NAPLAN tests.
The introduction of NAPLAN Online will provide each child with a more personalised learning experience
and a better assessment, by providing a ‘tailored testing’ approach designed to give students questions
that are more suited to their ability. It also means that the results will be returned to you and your
child’s teachers within a few weeks, rather than several months.
We are currently in the planning process to enable a smooth transition to online testing, and we will
keep the school community updated. NAPLAN helps parents, carers and educators to assess that
children are meeting important numeracy and literacy standards. It contributes to school improvement
processes by enabling teachers to monitor their students’ progress over time and to identify areas of
strength and development.
Further information on the NAPLAN Online program can be found on the National Assessment Program
(‘NAP’) website at http://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/parent-carer-support/.

Blackwood High School Canteen
Please make sure you have entered the correct school and class number for you child in Munch Monitor
when ordering school lunches.
Our school code is BP followed by the class room number.
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Bullying No Way
At our school we aim to create a safe and supportive
school community for everyone.
Sometimes, it can be difficult for parents or carers to
know what to do when their child talks to them about
bullying. You are an important part of our work to
prevent bullying and to respond effectively if it
happens. Stopping bullying involves everyone.
If your child talks to you about bullying:
1. Listen calmly and get the full story. Your calm
response is important to allow your child to tell
you all about the situation. After they’ve told
you their story, ask questions to get more details
if you need to: who, what, where,
when. Although you may feel some strong
emotions about your child’s experience, try to
keep calm to avoid more distress to your child.
2. Reassure your child they are not to blame. Many children blame themselves and this may make
them feel even worse. You could say things like, ‘That sounds really hard to deal with. No one
should have to put up with that.’ or ‘I’m so glad you told me. You should be able to feel safe at
school; that’s not fair at all’.
3. Ask your child what they want to do and what they want you to do. A critical part of your
response is to avoid jumping in to solve the problem. While it is natural to want to protect your
child, helping them to find their own solution is a better option. It helps them feel they have
some power in the situation.
4. Visit www.bullyingnoway.gov.au to find some strategies. The website has tips and ideas for
different bullying situations. One idea is to practise strategies at home to help your child feel
more confident.
5. Contact the school. Your child may be reluctant for you to do this, so discuss the idea and
reassure them that the school would want to know and is able to help. Make an appointment to
meet with your child’s teacher and, if you need to, ask to talk with the principal. Contact the
school immediately if you have a concern about your child’s safety.
6. Check in regularly with your child. Keep the conversation going. It can take time to resolve
issues, so check in regularly with your child about their experiences and their feelings. Your
ongoing support is important.
If you are looking for support for yourself to deal with a bullying situation, you will find ideas on
the Bullying. No Way! website for parents. As well, please contact the school if you would like to
discuss any aspect of our approach to preventing bullying.
Thanks for your support to make our school a great school for everyone.
Blackwood Primary School Term 4 Week 6
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Parents & Friends Committee
Thank you to all that attended our first P&F meeting for 2017. The
following positions were kindly filled at the meeting. Thank you to
those that accepted the following roles;
President – Amy Jennings
Secretary/Minutes – Wendy Brown
Events Coordinator – Cindy McKee
Treasure/Banking Coordinator – Donna Harris
Canteen Coordinator – Anne -Marie Lewis
Children’s University – Craig Seckerson

This year has started off with a positive vibe and all that were in
attendance for the first meeting had great ideas.

P&F Meetings
ALL WELCOME
14th of March 6pm Staff room

Upcoming events
Mothers Day Stall 20-24th Feb
P&F Meet and Greet 3rd March

P&F have loads of wonderful events scheduled to happen this year.
Family Camp Out 6th May (20th May
We are really excited about our bi-annual event ‘Quiz Night’ which
in case of inclement weather)
will be held on Saturday 17th of
June 2017. Save the date!
Quiz Night 17th June
This event will be held at the
Fathers Day Stall June
school in Ashby Hall, with Silent
Student School Disco 11th August
Auctions, Raffles, Games and most
importantly fun quiz questions. We
Comfort Fire Evening 16th Sept
hope to see you there.
Sponsored Walk 27th October
P&F have been busy already this
year holding our annual Mothers’ Day Stall enabling children to pick
(Halloween Theme)
out their gift for Mothers’ Day. Thank you to all the volunteers that
Rotary Fair 12th November
offered their time to help. All students, especially the reception
classes, were very excited to choose something special for their
Mum or Grandmother. The wrapping will occur in Term 2, just prior to the special day.
Our whiteboard located near the Japanese/Music rooms opposite main building for
upcoming events and meeting dates.

Milk consumption and cognitive function in children
CSIRO is looking for families to participate in a study investigating the effects of milk drinks on
cognitive function, and physical growth and fitness in primary school children
We would like to hear from you if your child:
 was born between November 1st, 2007 and May 1st, 2010
 is a low dairy consumer
 is not taking micronutrient supplements,
 has not been diagnosed with a psychological, behavioural or other disorder (e.g., Autism,
ADHD, Specific Learning Disorder) or movement disorders (e.g., cerebral palsy, tremor,
myoclonus etc.)
 speaks English as their primary language
For further information or to register your child’s interest, please visit the following link
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/3112056/Milk-Kids-4
Blackwood Primary School Term 4 Week 6
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Our students have the opportunity to be involved in an exciting
new program: ‘Children’s University Australia’ (CUA). Children’s
University Australia is run in partnership with The University of
Adelaide. It takes education beyond the classroom.
CUA provides students in year 3-7 with exciting free range
learning activities outside their day to day school work, whether that be before school, lunch
time, after school, in the school holidays etc.
Participating students have access to activities at school and also in the wider community
(Learning Destinations). These activities have been validated by CUA trained staff as good
learning experiences. A full list of Learning Destinations can be seen at:
www.childrensuniversity.com.au
Some of the school based learning experiences that are validated include:








After school hours sport- Cricket, Soccer, Basketball, Netball.
Jump Rope
Cross Country
Debating
ICT club
Festival Choir
Some activities at OSHC and Vacation Care

Students enrolled in CUA will be issued with a ‘Passport to Learning’ which records their
individual learning journey. After 30 hours of learning, the children are rewarded for their
participation with certificates at a graduation ceremony to be held at the University of Adelaide.
The annual fee for 2017 is $27.50 incl GST. Children’s University is not compulsory. The activities
are all voluntary and the children choose what to do and when, and the learning always has a
link to something they could do at a ‘grown up’ university.
If your child would like to become a member of CUA for 2017 please complete the form sent
home last week and return it to school by Tuesday 16 March along with your payment. For
further information and enrolment forms please contact the school office.
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Children and parents: Come and have a “wild” time with

Junior Field Naturalists SA
Do you have a fascination with WILD ANIMALS, their lifestyles and
habitats? Also rocks, crystals, geology, astronomy … anything to do with
the wonderful world of nature?
Find out more with Junior Field Naturalists SA, a nature club for primary school children which
is affiliated with the Field Naturalists’ Society of South Australia.
Our meetings are held on the LAST THURSDAY of each month (except January and December) at
the Bellevue Heights Primary School in the Activity Room.
TIME:

7.00pm to 8.15pm - Note our earlier starting time

FEE:

$35.00 per family per year

This money contributes towards our club’s sponsorship of a Murray Tortoise at the zoo.
A guest speaker attends each meeting, and topics cover a wide range of animals and nature such as
reptiles, bats, frogs, geology, birds, etc. Where possible, live specimens of the relevant animal are
brought to the meeting.
Children are encouraged to bring along any interesting specimen (eg fossil, insect, etc) for “showand-tell.” Occasional FIELD TRIPS will be held during the year.
Parents are encouraged to attend our meetings and share the experience
with their children. We do ask that you arrive in time for meetings to
start promptly at 7.00pm.
Dates for meetings for 2017 – Thursdays on:
23 February, 30 March, 4 May, 25 May, 29 June, 27 July, 31 August,
28 September, 26 October and 30 November
Further information:
Rona Sakko (President) 0419 827 723 ronadel@dodo.com.au
or Michele Hamdorf (Treasurer) 8278 6474
To hasten the registration process on the night, you can download an application form
from our web site: www.jfnsa.com.au
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Year 7/8 Transition Information
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Brighton Special Interest Music Information Evening
for Years 6 & 7
Everything you need to know about auditioning for the
Brighton’s Special Interest Music Program
Monday 3rd April 2017 at 7.00pm
Brighton Secondary School Concert Hall
For all enquiries please call Pam Parsons Brighton Secondary School on 83758215
or email: pam.parsons@brighton.sa.edu.au

Brighton Secondary School
Year 7 - Out of School Zone Volleyball Trials
The Initial trials for a position in the Brighton Secondary School Volleyball Program
will be held on Wednesday 3rd May 2017 (Term 2, Week 1) at the following times:

Girls 9:00 and 10:15am
Boys 1:00 and 2:15pm
Students who meet the required standards at this trial will be invited to attend the
Final Trial on 18th May 2017 at an advised time.

If you would like to attend the trial, you must ring
Brighton Secondary School Ph 8375 8200
and request an application pack.
Applications must be received before Friday 28th April.
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