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As the term comes to a close it is a great time to look back and  
reflect on all of our wonderful achievements. Students and staff 
have had a great 1st term with lots of engaging learning  
happening inside and outside of the classrooms.  
 

Many parents recently attended our ‘Three-way Conferences’  
with their children. Parents, teachers and children found this a  
very valuable time to be able to reflect on student learning progress and then set 
some learning goals for the next term.  Thank you to all of our wonderful staff 
members and parents who made this event such a valuable time.  
 

At the conferences it became evident that the amount of sleep students are 
getting is an area that requires support.  Sleep is an extremely important factor in 
determining how students are able to function at school both academically and 
socially.  The Australian Centre for Education in Healthy Sleep states that “Primary 
school children need 10 to 12 hours of sleep each night to stay healthy, happy and 
be able to perform in school at their best.” 
Children who regularly miss sleep can experience difficulties with behaviour, 
emotions and concentration to name a few.  Further information can be found at 
the following link including tips for assisting with establishing good sleep patterns. 
https://www.sleephealthfoundation.org.au/pdfs/simply-healthy/parents-
letter.pdf 
  
In the last newsletter I wrote about our ‘Visible Thinking’ goal from our new Site 
Improvement Plan.  The next goal on our plan is around Literacy.  Currently staff 
and students are focusing on particular aspects of writing.  We are using 
‘Brightpath,’ an online assessment program, to track all students’ writing progress 
and teachers are moderating writing in year level groups.  The focus for staff will 
be training and development about the teaching of writing to ensure that we are 
using the best practice possible to deliver our writing curriculum. Students will be 
focusing on individual goal setting for improvement in writing. 
 

Last week our Indigenous students enjoyed a wonderful Indigenous Yoga session 
hosted at Hawthorndene Primary School.  This program is part of a partnership 
initiative to assist our Indigenous students and families to be able to make 
connections and explore aboriginal culture together.  All students had a wonderful 
time participating in the session and learning about their culture.  The group then 
enjoyed a shared lunch together.  Thank you to Hawthorndene Primary for hosting 
and also to the parents who took the time to come along as well as assist with 
transport. 
Wishing everyone a safe and relaxing school holidays!  We look forward to seeing 
you all back in Term 2. 
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Acting Deputy Principal: Amanda Gulliver 

 

Important Diary 

Dates 
 

Thursday 11 April 
MP/UP Assembly 
2.30pm Room 5 

 
Friday 12 April 

Easter Raffle Drawn 
 

Last day of term  
3.20pm finish 

 
Thursday 2 May 

SAPSASA District 
Athletics 

 

Caring for Pets Incursion 
year 1/2 &3/4 

 
Thursday 9 May 

Student Free Day 
 

Friday 10 May 
SAPSASA District Cross 

Country 
 

NAPLAN Online 
14 – 24 May 

 
Thursday 16 May 

Caring for Pets Incursion 
year R/1 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

https://www.sleephealthfoundation.org.au/pdfs/simply-healthy/parents-letter.pdf
https://www.sleephealthfoundation.org.au/pdfs/simply-healthy/parents-letter.pdf
http://www.blackwoodps.sa.edu.au/
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'Who we Are' UOI Rooms 17 & 18 
 

Room 17 and 18 have been working together on our first Unit of Inquiry 'Who 
We Are', which supported our First Weeks Program. We have been investigating 
why people around the world play to learn, explore and have fun. The children 
discussed what respectful play looks like and sounds like. From these discussions 
we created our classes' Essential Agreements.  
Throughout the weeks, the children have partaken in a variety of activities and 
learning opportunities. We have made direct connections between play and 
development, which has enhanced the children's ideas of the importance 'play' 
has in their development. The children have explored how their oral language 
skills can be developed whilst interacting with others during dramatic play 
experiences and peer teaching activities. We have learnt and recreated games 
from Japan, Turkey and Indigenous Australia, and connected these experiences 
to mathematical concepts, social etiquette and literacy skills.  
With some parent helpers, we visited a local Nature Playground, where the 
children recorded experiences connected to learning, exploring and having fun. 
Recently the students have been working together in small groups to create a 
game, which they have then taught another group. The children thoroughly 
enjoyed working together and are looking forward to using these skills to share 
their understandings during our summative task.  

 

Car Park  
 
Our car park is finally finished!  Thank you to everyone for their patience with 
parking throughout the term.  Many people took the opportunity to seek out 
alternative parking and this has really assisted with the amount of traffic entering 
and exiting the car park.   
On the Friday the car park was completely closed, many people enjoyed a lovely 
morning walk through the beautiful 
Wittunga Botanical Gardens, adjacent to 
the school oval.  We are investigating 
options around opening this access on a 
regular basis.  
 
Families are becoming accustomed to 
the new system and it really helps if all 
car park users follow the following 
procedures. 

 When dropping off and picking 
up your children please move to 
the front of the line so other cars can pull in behind you and utilise the 
whole drop off and pick up bay.   

 Please do not leave your car unattended in the bay.  If you have a 
problem, ask one of the staff on yard duty to assist with locating your 
child. 

 If you have been at the front of the line for a while and your child is not in 
the pick-up area it would be appreciated if you could move out of the 
area to let others access and help with the flow of traffic.   

 

School Information 
 
 

Student Absence 
If your child will be absent 

from school, please 
send a txt through the 

School Star App  

or  

SMS Text to  
0427 016 460 

*** 
Banking Day 
Banking day is  
Wednesday 

*** 
Term Uniform Shop 

Opening Hours 
Monday            8:15 – 9:15 
Wednesday    12:45 – 1:30 
Friday            8:15 – 9:15 
            3:00 – 3:45 

Ph: 0401 913 830 
*** 

KickStart Breakfast 
Monday, Tuesday, 

Wednesday, Thursday  
& Friday 8:30am 

Outside the Canteen 
*** 

Lost and Found 
Ensure all items are clearly 
labelled so we can return 

them to you and check the 
lost and found cupboard 

for missing items. 
*** 

BPS Playgroup 
Thursdays 

0 – 4 year olds  
9am to 11am 
OSHC Room 

*** 
School Tour Days 

We offer school tours for 
new families & new 

students. 
Contact Reception on   

8278 5355 for the next 
tour date and to book.  

*** 
To join, search for 

Blackwood PS Scene 
in Facebook and click on 

the Join button. 
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'Who we Are' Play Experience Afternoon 
 

To celebrate Harmony Week and to explore our ‘Who We Are’ 
Unit of Inquiry that focuses on respectful play; Rooms 14, 15 and 
16 from Junior Primary enjoyed an afternoon where special 
guests were invited to share games that celebrated their culture 
or family traditions.   
We were very lucky to have parents and grandparents come in 
and share a variety of indoor and outdoor games.  The students 
also shared some of the games they have been learning how to 
play during the term, these included games from Indigenous 
Australia, Germany, Thailand and China, just to name few.   
Students loved the experiences and especially enjoyed learning 
the new games from the special family guests who came in to 
share their memories with us.   
 
At the end of the afternoon students commented on how enjoyable it was to try the different games, 
Shabdita from room 14 said “I liked to play Chinese Checkers because you got time to think about your 
next move while waiting for your turn again.” 
Students discussed the strategies they used when playing, how they took turns, listened and respected 
the guests while learning the new games. 
 
A big thank you to Mrs Grigoris, Miss Johnson, Miss Sacha, Donna and Zelia who helped facilitate the 
students and helpers enjoy the afternoon.  Lots of learning and respectful play took place!  
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Room 3 Persuasive Writing 
This term, Room 3 has been learning how to write a persuasive text that is engaging for the reader and 
includes persuasive techniques. Aiden and Finlay wrote their persuasive texts on, ‘Blackwood Primary 
School should remain a Nude Food School.’ Some of the persuasive techniques they used included, rule 
of 3, rhetorical questions, humour and emotional appeal. We hope that we have convinced you that 
Blackwood Primary School should remain a nude food school! 
 
Lucy Sherwell, Aiden & Finlay – Room 3 

Blackwood Primary School Should Remain a Nude Food School 

By Finlay 
 
AAARRRGGGHHH! Another person littering! Everywhere I look there’s another 
person littering! There’s rubbish everywhere! In the playground, in the 
classroom and on the oval! Blackwood Primary School need to teach other 
schools about nude food before it’s too late. 
 

Precious playtime. No one wants to waste it. If you’re far away from the bin, you 
will have to go all the way to the bin to get rid of rubbish. Containers can fit in 
your pocket. You won’t have to waste any precious playtime. 
 

If you drop rubbish, animals can choke on it. If you drop containers, animals 
can’t choke on it. They will stay alive! There will be way more rubbish on the ground if there were no 
reusable containers. You will have to play in rubbish. YUCK! 
 

Do you want our lovely animals to die? No. No one does. We need to protect our environment or it could 
be the end of Blackwood Primary School. Animals and trees have been around us for millions of years 
so we need to protect them. The Fresh Quotes said: Imagine a fish without water. Can it survive? Now 
imagine a world without trees. Can people survive? 
 

That bird over there is dying because of a plastic packet of Doritos. Bring plastic containers to school 
and make us nude food. Pick up rubbish and there will be no dying birds. 

 

LETS BE NUDE FOOD! 
 

Blackwood Primary School Should Remain a Nude Food School 
By Aiden 

 
Packets, Packets, packets we use them every day. Our food comes in them the 
mail comes in them and they’re used way too often! I don’t want a rubbish filled 
school do you? I don’t think so; we need to remain a nude food school.  
 

No one wants to play in the big mountains of rubbish that people have dropped 
on our great playgrounds here at school. Rubbish, dead birds and more rubbish 
kids are just going to get ratty because they can’t play outside and that makes the 
teachers’ jobs harder. There are not many things that are really cool and to not 
litter is really cool and we all want to be cool don’t we? 
 

Hey it’s not just good for the environment it’s also good for the students here at 
Blackwood because we don’t have to spend some of our lunch on an emu parade! It’s better if we are 
out running on the oval playing sport than behind buildings looking for rubbish. We don’t have to do 
much to stop the emu parades just remain a nude food school. 
 

Ahh! The peaceful Botanic Gardens next door to Blackwood Primary School. It’s famous for its magical 
ducks that love to swim in rubbish, its beautiful dead bird smell and don’t get me started on the 
outstanding rotten Oreo packet flowers. Just kidding the Botanic Gardens are so great for Blackwood 
Primary School keeping our ducks happy, birds smelling nice and the beautiful roses not Oreo packet 
flowers.  
 

Alright you heard my reasons now head up to Woolworths and buy your reusable containers! There’s 
going to be no more chip packets at Blackwood Primary School and we will remain a nude food school.  
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Rooms 19 & 20 Excursion to Karinya Park and Colebrook Reconciliation Park 
 
To tie in with our Unit of Inquiry we went on an excursion to Karinya Park and Colebrook Reconciliation 
Park to look at the central idea of how public places are established to serve the needs of the 
community. At each of the places along the way we talked about -What happens here? Do you know 
anyone who goes here? Who might this place be special to? We were fortunate enough to have Ulus, 
the Youth Development Officer from the Mitcham Council come and talk to us about how public places 
are maintained by the council, and the community consultation that goes on before council decide to 
build something in the area. We looked at Karinya Park- the playground, the skate park, the Rotary Shed 
and the Scout building. We walked across the soccer ground, home to The Sturt Lions, on our way to 
Colebrook Reconciliation Park. When there, we discovered how this place has significance for the 
indigenous people who were part of the ‘Stolen Generation’.  On our return visit we looked at the Eden 
Hills CFS, The Blackwood Recreation Centre and Blackwood High School.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Student Action for Brain Cancer 
 

   My name is Logan, I’m 9 years old and currently in Year 4 Mr Bates class. I have been asked to be a 
super stepper ambassador for this years ‘Jimmy’s 22 million steps for brain 

cancer”. What is this 22 million steps you may be asking? 22 million steps is a 
fundraiser event for the charity Brainchild. Inspired by Jimmy Harrington’s 

walk around Australia in 2013, 22 million steps aims to collectively retrace 
Jimmy’s steps without the epic journey, all while raising much needed 
funds to support families who have children with tumours of the brain 

and spinal cord.  Last year was the first national event,   and this year we are 
hoping we walk more steps and raise more money.  
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Our Active Earth Incursion 
 

On Friday 29th March Rooms 1 and 2 participated in the ‘Our 
Active Earth’ incursion.  The program gave students the 
opportunity to explore how landforms are made and how the 
Earth’s surface changes over time. This exploration supported 
the students’ understanding of our current interdisciplinary 
theme of How the World Works and more specifically our 
central idea that changes in the Earth’s surface have a variety 
of causes.  There were five stations where students explored 
how rocks are formed, how they erode, the features of rocks, 
the water that covers the Earth’s surface and the changes in 
continents over time. Our Active Earth was an engaging 
learning experience for the students that provided hands on 
activities to build their understanding of how our world works 
geologically. 
 
 

Student Free and School Closure Days 2019 
 

Thursday 9th May – Student Free Day 
Friday 9th August – Student Free Day 
Monday 2nd September – School Closure Day – Show Day 
Monday 14th October (1st day Term 4) – Student Free Day 
 



 

Blackwood Primary School  Page7 

Bluearth Mindfulness Excursion 
To wrap up our Who We Are unit of inquiry into wellbeing, Rooms 1 and 2 went on an excursion to the 
Adelaide Botanic Gardens on Thursday the 5th of April. We had a wonderful day learning more about 
mindfulness and how to be mindful as well as learning the health benefits of plants, even planting some 
of our own. A big thank you to Aaron Harrison for organising the day and all the parent helpers who 
came along to make sure we had a fantastic time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Road and Pedestrian Safety 
In Week 6, we were extremely fortunate to have a guest speaker 
from RAA, Christina, to visit all the Junior Primary classes plus 
Room 9 to talk about pedestrian and car safety. In this lesson the 
children learnt how to keep safe when crossing the road using 
stop, look, listen and think. They also learnt about keeping their 
toes behind the kerb to ensure they are safe before they cross 
the road. Christina talked about being safe in the car, including 
how to use seatbelts and the use of car/booster seats. All the 
children were very excited to receive a magnetic hand to go on 
the car. These magnets help to keep young children safe in car 

parks or on busy roads as they encourage children to put their 
hand on the magnet and stay still and in a safe place once they 
get out of the car. It has been wonderful to see some of these 
hands on parents’ cars. The students found their time with 
Christina learning about road and pedestrian safety to be highly 
engaging and really informative.  
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Harmony Day 2019 
On Friday the 22nd of March, Blackwood Primary School participated 

in Harmony Day, an international day where our diversity is 

celebrated. 

“Learning about different cultures was really 

cool”- Amelie, Room 7 

Students were given the 

opportunity to speak about 

their family 

history/backgrounds, wear 

traditional clothing of their cultures or wear orange. 

Classes agreed that it was fascinating learning about 

their classmates’ differences and seeing how diverse 

our school really is.  

“Seeing the traditional clothes was really interesting”- Mia, Room 6 

Overall, it was very enjoyable for everyone. Harmony Day was a huge 

success and it opened up new mindsets to different cultures in our 

school. 

“Let’s do it the same next year!”- Austin, Room 5 

 

By Kimiya and Anneli (School Captains)  
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SAPSASA STATE TEAMS 
 
In the past, Blackwood Primary School has had students represent the school in SAPSASA state teams 
across a variety of different sports. The sports offered at this level include: 
 

AFL Football Netball (girls only) Swimming 

Hockey Cross Country Tennis 

Soccer Golf Touch 

Cricket Diving Basketball 

Athletics Softball  

 
If your child is an elite athlete who would like to compete on a National stage as part of a SAPSASA state 
team in any of the above sports there is some important information you will need to know. 
Each sport has a specific selection process which must be followed in order to be selected (can be quite 
competitive).  
Most sports are offered to both girls and boys. 
Age restrictions apply. 
Nominations are to be completed online (due dates can be quite early). 
If your child would like to get involved in any of these sports, please follow the link below for more 
information on the specific sports they are interested in.  
https://www.decd.sa.gov.au/teaching/sport/sports-and-competitions 
If you have any further questions, please don’t hesitate to get in contact with Brooke or myself and we 
will lead you in the right direction.  
 

Rosanne Fuller 
PE Teacher 

 
 

https://www.decd.sa.gov.au/teaching/sport/sports-and-competitions
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