NEWSLETTER
Week 10 Term 1 2017
Principal: Phil Garner
Deputy Principal: Kris Robson

4 Seymour Street, Eden Hills 5050 Phone: 8278 5355

www.blackwoodps.sa.edu.au

An IB school valuing, supporting and inspiring a community of lifelong learners

Important Diary
Dates
Wednesday 12 April
Easter Presentation
and
Last Day of Term 1
Thursday 13 April
Student Free Day
Monday 1 May
Start of Term 2
9-19 May
NAPLAN On-Line
Tuesday 16 May
Student Free Day
To join, search for
Blackwood PS Scene
in Facebook and click on the
Join button.

Dear Parents and Caregivers,
It’s remarkable how quickly Term 1 has flown by and I am
continually amazed by all the wonderful programs running at
Blackwood Primary School.
This week has been a very busy one, with all classes and specialist teachers
meeting with parents and children for 3 way conferences. These have provided
a wonderful opportunity for parents, teachers and students to review the start
of the year and set goals for future learning. The support of parents is
imperative to assist in the achievement of these goals and we thank you for
your efforts and look forward to seeing the growth of students throughout the
year. Thank you also to our wonderful teaching staff who spend hours of time
preparing and running these very important conferences.
Site Improvement Plan 2017-2019
In consultation with the Governing Council, staff and students, we have now
developed our 2017/2019 site improvement plan (SIP) that will guide us over
the next 3 years. Literacy and Numeracy continue to be a major focus with the
enhancement of professional practice, high expectations, intellectual stretch
and the developing of a growth mindset.
The 2017/2019 SIP incorporates DECD and Mitcham Hills Partnership strategic
plans, results of our 2015/2016 SIP review and recommendations from the
External Review conducted earlier this term. The Site Improvement Plan is
available on our school website.
In order to put our SIP into context, and give you a deeper understanding of
what we are trying to achieve, we will be featuring aspects of SIP in our
newsletters.
This week’s newsletter features “Back to Front Maths?” Future newsletters will
focus on:
What is “The Daily Five?”
What is “Words their Way?”
What is “Brightpath” Moderation?”
We welcome any feedback on our site improvement plan or the articles that we
include in our newsletters.
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School Information
Student Absence
8278 5355
If a student is late or
absent, please ring the
office on the above
number before 9am
or

SMS Text
to
0427 016 460
***
Banking Day
Banking day is
TUESDAY
***
Term Uniform Shop
Opening Hours
Monday
8:15 – 9:15
Wednesday 12:45 – 1:30
Friday
8:15 – 9:15
3:00 – 3:45
Ph: 0401 913 830
***
KickStart Breakfast
Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday
& Friday 8:30am
Outside the Canteen
***
Lost and Found
Ensure all items are clearly
labelled so we can return
them to you and check the
lost and found cupboard
for missing items.
***
BPS Playgroup
Thursdays
0 – 4 year olds
9am to 11am
OSHC Room
***
School Tour Days
We offer school tours for
new families & new
students.
Contact Reception on
8278 5355 for the next
tour date and to book.

Curriculum News
At Blackwood Primary School we are currently implementing a range of
exciting programs that support our core subject areas of English and Maths.
Over the coming newsletters I will be providing a brief overview of some of
these programs.
Back to Front Maths
Over the last 12 months some of our teachers have been attending
professional development around Maths, using an approach called ‘Back-toFront Maths’. This approach supplements that maths teaching and programs
already implemented at Blackwood Primary.
“Back-to-Front Maths begins with problem-solving, where students explore
brand-new concepts and then use their findings to derive algorithms and
formulae. It works by creating light-bulb moments for students and enabling
them to discover for themselves underlying mathematical principles, rather
than providing explanation-and-practice pedagogy.”
(https://www.backtofrontmaths.com.au)
The ‘Back to Front Maths’ approach provides a framework to address
student’s misconceptions. Number misconceptions hinder learning for the
students and it is difficult for them to move on until they are addressed.
Teachers identify student’s misconceptions by posing problem solving tasks
and supporting students to solve these problems through clear and directed
questioning. Problem based teaching is designed to both uncover and lead
students to deep understanding of maths.
At Blackwood Primary School the ‘Back-to-Front Maths’ approach is used
throughout the week, along with explicit teaching of concepts and
opportunities for students to develop their fluency and automaticity of
numbers.
If you would like to find out more about this approach please take a look at
the website:
www.backtofrontmaths.com.au
Amanda Gulliver
Curriculum Coordinator

External Review
In-line with DECD policy, all government schools will be externally reviewed
every four years. As you are aware, our external school review was conducted
earlier this term.
The purpose of external school reviews is to support schools to raise
achievement, sustain high performance and provide quality assurance to
build public confidence in government schools.
The External Review Report, which includes commendations and
recommendations, is available for your perusal on our website.
Recommendations have been included in our 2017/19 site improvement plan
and will be a focus for our future development.
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NAPLaN
Next Term, in Week 2, students from years 3, 5 and 7 will again sit the NAPLaN assessment. Blackwood
Primary School is one of the first 50 schools in the state who will be sitting this test online. Year 5 and 7
students will sit all tests online and year 3 students will sit all but the writing test online. During Week 1
next term, all students in Years 3, 5 and 7 will have the opportunity to sit a practice test so they can
learn how to use the online environment and all the tools that go with the testing. There is also an
opportunity for students to practice in the online environment at home so if you would like to give your
child a bit of extra experience using the new system then you are able to access the practice test
through the public demonstration site at:
http://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/naplan-online
This address also provides further information regarding the online testing process. If you have any
further questions don’t hesitate to speak to your classroom teacher.

Korean Student Study Tour
We are hosting a Study Tour for students from South Korea, Cheongju
province again this year. The tour will be early in term 3 for 3 weeks. We
are looking for host families to provide home stay accommodation
during this time. If you are interested in hosting a student please contact
Judy
Adami
at
Blackwood
Primary
8278
5355
or
judy.adami18@school.sa.edu.au ASAP for further information.
This a valuable time for the both host family and the International
Student as we share our Australian culture with them.

Congratulations
Congratulations to Rianna and Lily for competing in the SAPSASA diving
competition went on Friday 17 March. Rianna came first in all her events 10-11yr girl 1m, 3m and platform and Lily came runner up in 12-13yr girls
3m and platform events.
Well done also to the four swimmers from Blackwood Primary School who
represented our district at State Day for swimming. Congratulations to
Jake, Eric, Alicia and Hugo on your great swimming efforts and special
congratulations to Alicia and Hugo who won medals on this day.
Congratulations and good luck to our knockout cricket team who have won
the first of their two knockout matches and play again on Wednesday at
BHS.
Well done to Lachlan, Jay, Luke and Josh who were selected to represent
Southern Heights in the boys’ softball carnival this week. Good luck for the
week. We know that you will represent our school well.

Blackwood Primary School Term 1 Week 10

Page3

School Captain/Student Action Team Update
In our SAT meetings so far we have introduced ourselves, put together our agreements for our meetings
and brainstormed ideas that we could accomplish for our school and for our learning. These will form
our focus this semester.
On Monday of Week 8 we, the 4 school captains, went to the Adelaide Convention Centre with Mr
Wyskamp to attend the 2017 Halogen Young Leaders Conference with hundreds of other upper primary
students.
The conference was opened by South Australian Premier Jay Weatherill. Speakers at the conference
included an actor from New Zealand, two Year 8s who collected hundreds of used footy boots to give to
remote indigenous communities, author/illustrator Matt Cosgrove, Australia's youngest politician Hon.
Kelly Vincent, musician Hannah Yates and former Adelaide Crows player Brent Reilly.

We learnt a lot from the day. One thing
we found out is how far our imagination
can take us in life. Another is that we
need to have a growth mindset to
achieve our goals and dreams. We
listened to how even though it might not
look like we will achieve what we want,
if we continue to use persistence things
will work out. We found out how we can
overcome obstacles if we really want
something. Another interesting point
was how our nerves (when we get
nervous doing something like public
speaking) are a way of our body showing
that we really care about what we are
about to do, and that they can be used
as positive energy. We also learnt how
to use Adelaide Metro ticketing systems
and some new dance moves! Mr
Wyskamp said he was very impressed
with our listening and behaviour all day.
We would like to thank our school for
the opportunity.
By Negar, Xavier, Jasmine & Connor.
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Our Active Earth Incursion

On Tuesday 28th March Rooms 2, 3 and 8 participated in the ‘Our Active Earth’ incursion. The program
gave students the opportunity to explore how landforms are made and how the Earth’s surface changes
over time. This exploration supported the students’ understanding of our current interdisciplinary
theme of “How The World Works” and more specifically our central idea that Changes in the Earth’s
Surface have a Variety of Causes. There were six stations where students explored how rocks are
formed, how they erode, the features of rocks, the water that covers the Earth’s surface and the
changes in continents over time. Our Active Earth was an engaging learning experience for the students
which provided hands on activities to build their understanding of how our world works geologically.
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Room 1 Frances Bedford MP visit
Room 1 have been learning about how decisions are made at different levels of society for our “How We
Organise Ourselves” unit of inquiry.
On Friday of Week 8 we had a visit from Frances Bedford MP. Frances is the state member for the seat
of Florey and the Deputy Speaker in the South Australian parliament. Frances spoke to us about how
parliamentary processes work in South Australia, the things that she does in her role in parliament and
how we can use democracy to create changes to our laws.
In her role as Deputy Speaker, Frances often wears a horse hair wig in parliament. She brought it along
and let Shu try it on.
Frances was very impressed with what the class already knew about democracy and with the interesting
questions that we had for her.
Chris Bates – Room 1 Teacher

Kickstartforkids Breakfast Program
Kickstartforkids offered their Breakfast Program to our school a few years ago and continues to offer it again in
2017, with a few changes.
We have a new outdoor location next to the canteen, where our volunteers do an amazing job. We have a new
volunteer named Brian. Brian began doing Mondays and loved it so much that he now also comes on Friday
mornings. And there's more……..Brian also buys honey for the students as well. Two more of our volunteers, Gill
and Dianne (not myself but another volunteer) have ideas a plenty. Gill brings her slinky along and the students
love the peeled, cored, slinky apples. Gill and Dianne had so many plums from Kickstartforkids they decided to
cook up plum straps for Week 10. Gill, a Home Economics teacher at Scotch College, also wants children to drink
milk, so has bought choc milk powder, for the milk that Kickstartforkids supplies. Udo, Gill's husband helps out
on Thursday and has also been a mentor in our school. Two of our volunteers, Nicole and Emily, who have been
assisting for a couple of years, come on their way to work at the Hilton. The Hilton is a big supporter of Kickstart.
Izzy is our Wednesday volunteer, who is also an amazing mentor. Izzy is a Uni student who is making a real
difference with her love of friendship and care of our students!

Thank you so much to all of our volunteers without whom our breakfast program would not be able to
run. Thank you also to Cafe51 of Mitcham Square who is the generous sponsor to Kickstartforkids for
our school. The Cafe's tips pay for all our food. Hope to see you all at breakfast next term!
Dianne Deed CPSW

Blackwood Primary School Term 1 Week 10

Page6

Assembly Awards
Congratulations to the following students who received Primary Years Program (PYP) Attitudes Award
Certificates at the assemblies this term.
Room 1

Room 5

Shu
Skyla
Chrishanya
Mia
Ayde
Rosemary
Dior
Mae
Wamui
Minty
Giana
Georgina
Nduati
Jesse

Knowledgeable
Reflective
Knowledgeable
Principled
Thinker
Inquirer
Principled
Risk-taker
Caring
Risk-taker
Caring
Thinker
Principled
Reflective

Room 6

Liam
Ivy
Marci

Knowledgeable
Principled
Balanced

Room 7

Brielle
Anita
Abbie

Open Minded
Principled
Inquirer

Georgie

Risk-taker

Gwenda

Communicator

Kelly

Principled

Room 8

Isabel
Gabi
Aiden
Jai

Thinker
Principled
Reflective
Thinker

Room 9

Gurjot
Amiyo
Hunter
Henry
Bailey

Caring
Communicator
Reflective
Risk-taker
Caring

Harry
Hunter C
Tristan
Mila

Thinker
Caring
Caring
Caring

Aarnav

Knowledgeable

Room 2

Room 3

Room 4

Room 10

Room 11

Room 13
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Sharing his fantastic knowledge of multiplication.
Regularly thinking of ways to improve her own learning.
Through sharing ideas with team 2.
Mia is honest, respectful and takes responsibility for her learning.
Taking risks with her Maths and not giving up.
Thinking deeply about tasks, both independently and in group work.
Being dedicated to her work without getting distracted.
Asking questions about our learning and reading to the class.
Looking after people when they get hurt both in class and in the yard.
Bravely taking on challenges in her writing.
Being consistently positive and supporting others.
Thinking deeply above her learning and how she can help others.
Defending his peers and always being honest.
Writing detailed and proof read Friday reflections which show her
opinions.
Being able to help others with ICT skills.
Staying on task and trying to motivate her summative task group.
Consistently being on task and giving a great effort towards all
activities.
Doing a fantastic job settling into her new class and school.
Consistently being organised and carefully following instructions.
Enthusiastically involving herself in all classroom activities, which shows
she is curious and eager to learn.
Using her class time wisely to ensure that she completes all work, she
never shies away from a challenge and will always seek assistance.
Effectively expressing her ideas and opinions. Gwen is confident
presenting in front of her peers and has taken responsibility for running
class meetings.
Treating others with respect and has shown that she has a strong moral
compass which helps her make positive choices.
Always thinking about her learning and doing her best in all areas.
Always behaving respectfully and being honest with others.
Thinking about his learning and communicating new ideas.
Communicating his ideas and using his thinking skills in all areas of
learning.
Relating to her peers with kindness and gentleness.
Thoughtfully communicating his ideas during our unit of inquiry.
Showing commitment to your learning and setting goals.
Trying and having a go at new experiences.
Having a caring attitude towards others in the classroom and
playground.
Showing initiative, making good decisions and solving problems.
Being a big buddy to new friends during play times.
Being a big buddy to new friends during play times.
Always being ready to help a fellow classmate be successful with their
learning.
Always seeking to find out more and share what he knows with others.
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Parents & Friends Committee

P&F Meetings
-ALL WELCOME

9th May 6pm Staff room

Upcoming events
Family Camp Out 6th May (20th May
in case of inclement weather)
Quiz Night 10th June
Father’s Day Stall June
Student School Disco 11th August
Comfort Fire Evening 16th
September
Sponsored Walk 27th October

(Halloween Theme)
Rotary Fair 12th November

P&F have had a few busy months already….Thank you
to all the new parents who attended the “Meet and
Greet” Morning Tea, it was great to see so many new
faces.
Mother’s Day orders are on their way and thank you to
our lovely volunteers who helped man the stall and take
orders. Wrapping will commence in Term 2 closer to the
very important day.
Hot Cross Bun Drive was held
this year to raise the allimportant funds for stage 2 for
the playground
redevelopment.
$2 dollars from every 6 pack of
Hot Cross Buns that was
purchased will be donated
back to our school by Baker’s
Delight and we thank them for
this yummy fundraiser.
Once again this year P&F are holding
their Annual Family Camp Out on the
Front Oval, Saturday the 6th of May.
The evening comprises of family fun with
BBQ dinner, stories whilst roasting
marshmallows around the camp fire and
a BBQ breakfast. If the weather isn’t nice
we have a secondary date of May 20th.
Hope to see some new faces at the camp out.

Welcome to the exciting world of
Children’s University. It’s fun!
Children’s University Australia provides you with exciting free range
learning activities outside your day to day school work, whether that
be before school, lunch time, after school or in the school holidays.
The best part about Children’s University Australia is that it’s
voluntary, so you get to choose which activities you would like to do and where, when and how
you would like to do them. The things you learn about will always be able to be connected to
something that you could study at a university, the school for grown-ups.
To find out more about this exciting opportunity please contact the Front Office or P&F email;
dl.0565.pandf@schools.sa.edu.au
Entertainment Books
Keep your eye out for the Entertainment books, coming out Term 2.
These will be available for purchase from Front Office and/or you
can purchase an app for your mobile phone.
Our P&F whiteboard located near the Japanese/Music rooms opposite
main building for upcoming events and meeting dates.
Blackwood Primary School Term 1 Week 10
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