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Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 

This week, on Tuesday 19th February, we held our Annual  
General meeting and am pleased to advise that the event was  
very well attended by parents and staff.  It was wonderful to see 
some new faces and some parents who have been with us for a 
longer period of time.  The annual report was presented with some great 
highlights for Blackwood Primary School from 2018. 
 

Following the AGM our elected council held its first general meeting for 2019. 
Congratulations to the following people who have been elected to the BPS 
Governing Council for 2019. 
Chairperson: Craig Seckerson (Returning Councillor) 
Deputy Chair: Ian McKeown (Returning Councillor) 
Treasurer: Jason Turner (Ongoing Councillor) 
Secretary: Emma Doran (New Councillor) 
Council Members: 
 Asa Cowell (Ongoing Councillor) 
Sebastian Pawelski (Ongoing Councillor) 
Michael Riese (New Councillor) 
Amy Jennings (New Councillor) 
Kai Leong (New Councillor) 
Lucy Sherwell (Teacher representative) 
Sacha Uern (Teacher representative) 
It’s wonderful to see many new councillors joining the council but as always sad to 
say goodbye to our retiring councillors.  A special thank you to Wendy Brown who 
had almost become part of the furniture joining the School Council in 2012, your 
hard work and dedication is truly appreciated.  Thank you also to Amy Offler, 
Karen Drysdale, James Down and Erin Anear for all of your contributions over your 
years of service. We also thank the following people for completing their term and 
renominating for council.  Thank you to Craig Seckerson and Ian McKeown for 
renominating. I look forward to working with the new council. 
 

Our Annual Acquaintance evening was held on Monday 11th of February and gave 
all parents and caregivers the opportunity to meet and greet our teachers.  
Children had a wonderful time showing and telling their parents about their new 
classroom and staff enjoyed the opportunity to make connections with families.  
Thank you to the many families who attended this event. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acting Principal: Kris Robson     4 Seymour Street, Eden Hills 5050  Phone: 8278 5355      www.blackwoodps.sa.edu.au  

Acting Deputy Principal: Amanda Gulliver 

 

Important Diary 

Dates 

 
 

Thurs 28 Feb 
Mother’s Day Stall 

 
Thurs 28 Feb 
Festival Choir 

Cluster Rehearsal 
 

Friday 1 March 
Clean Up Australia Day 

 
Friday 1 March 

SAPSASA District 
Swimming 6-9pm 

 

Monday 4 March 
School Photo Day 

 
Monday 11 March 

Adelaide Cup  
Public Holiday 

 
Tuesday 12 March 

P&F meeting 
6pm Staff Room 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

http://www.blackwoodps.sa.edu.au/


 

Blackwood Primary School  Page2 

Our New Pastoral Care Worker 
 

My name is Christy Bailey, and I’m excited to be the new 
Pastoral Care Worker here at Blackwood Primary School! 
I’m a local to the area; I grew up in the Adelaide Hills and 
now live in the Blackwood area with my husband and 
one year old daughter.  
I have a background in Social Work, and have worked in 
a variety of different places that have given me lots of 
valuable experience that I’m excited to draw on in my 
role here. I’m keen to get to know your families and 
support you in whatever ways I can. I’m available as a 
listening ear to students and families and a connection 
to community services. I also provide and support some 
programs here at the school.  
These programs include:  
Kickstart for Kids Breakfast program – providing breakfast for students in the 
canteen most mornings, free of charge 
Circle of Friends - a program run to support students in making and keeping 
healthy friendships.  
If there is any way I can assist your children and your family, please don’t hesitate 
to let the front reception know and I will be sure to make contact. 
 

Food Allergy Protection 
The health of all children at Blackwood Primary School is of paramount 
importance. There are children at BPS who have severe food allergies including 
anaphylaxis, which can be life threatening. It is vitally important that Parents and 
Caregivers continue to follow our “Nut Allergy Awareness Policy” and NOT send 
food to school that contain nuts or nut products.  
Nuts include peanuts and all tree nuts (pine nuts, almonds, Brazil nuts, cashews, 
chestnuts, hazelnuts, macadamia nuts, pecans, pistachios, walnuts, shea nuts).  
Common nut containing products and foods can include peanut paste, Nutella, 
muesli bars, pesto, hummus, dips, cooking oils etc. 
Thank you for making BPS a safe place for all. 
Please click on link to see the Nut Allergy Awareness Policy 
http://blackwoodps.sa.edu.au/uploads/5/2/1/7/52179751/nutawarenesspolicy.p
df 

New Family Morning Tea 
 
 
Last Friday we welcomed our new 
families with our annual new parent 
morning tea where there was lots of 
enjoyable conversation and some 
great eating with scones kindly 
made by Megan Hide.  Thank 
you to the Parents and Friends 
for hosting this event. 
 
 

 

School Information 
 
 

Student Absence 
If your child will be absent 

from school, please 
send a txt through the 

School Star App  

or  

SMS Text to  
0427 016 460 

*** 
Banking Day 
Banking day is  
Wednesday 

*** 
Term Uniform Shop 

Opening Hours 
Monday            8:15 – 9:15 
Wednesday    12:45 – 1:30 
Friday            8:15 – 9:15 
            3:00 – 3:45 

Ph: 0401 913 830 
*** 

KickStart Breakfast 
Monday, Tuesday, 

Wednesday, Thursday  
& Friday 8:30am 

Outside the Canteen 
*** 

Lost and Found 
Ensure all items are clearly 
labelled so we can return 

them to you and check the 
lost and found cupboard 

for missing items. 
*** 

BPS Playgroup 
Thursdays 

0 – 4 year olds  
9am to 11am 
OSHC Room 

*** 
School Tour Days 

We offer school tours for 
new families & new 

students. 
Contact Reception on   

8278 5355 for the next 
tour date and to book.  

*** 
To join, search for 

Blackwood PS Scene 
in Facebook and click on 

the Join button. 
 

 
 

http://blackwoodps.sa.edu.au/uploads/5/2/1/7/52179751/nutawarenesspolicy.pdf
http://blackwoodps.sa.edu.au/uploads/5/2/1/7/52179751/nutawarenesspolicy.pdf
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Year 6/7 Aquatics 
 

During Week 2 of Term 1, the Year 6s and Year 7s from Rooms 4,5,6,7 and 8 went down to Pt. Noarlunga 
for Aquatics. The variety of activities consisted of: wave skiing, snorkelling, stand up paddle boarding, 
kayaking, boogie boarding, surfing and fishing. We all chose two activities to do each day. 
We went down on Monday and Tuesday morning by bus and we got back to school by 1:30pm. It was an 
enjoyable experience and you had the opportunity to do activities you wouldn’t normally do at a public 
beach.  
 

When we were doing Stand-up Paddle Boarding, we had to walk down by the riverbank, and put on 
Stand-up Paddle Boarding shoes. We grabbed a paddle boarding stick, that was about athe same height 
as us so that we wouldn’t find it difficult to paddle. Afterwards, we got into partners and shared a board 
and just went up and down the riverbank area. When we were skilled up enough we got our own board. 
The experience was a lot of fun and I enjoyed it very much. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In Snorkelling once we got all of our gear 
we hopped into an inflatable boat that 
took us out to the reef. We started on 
the edge and slid down into the water. 
The amount of diverse fish, coral, and 
little creatures amazed most students 
because for some of us it was our first 
time snorkelling. We even got to go 
under the jetty to see the bigger fish. 
Snorkelling was a great activity and I 
would recommend it for all ages. 

 
All the activities were really great fun and equally enjoyable. Overall Aquatics was a fantastic and an 
exhilarating experience for all of the Year 6/7 students (and the teachers).  
Written by Kimiya and Anneli, Room 7 
 
 

OSHC News 

It has been great to seeing so many new (and old!) faces in OSHC since the beginning of term and we 
look forward to see many more over the coming weeks! We kicked off the new school year by having a 
visit from Jane Shortt, who is the School and Community Engagement Officer at St. Vinnies. Jane taught 
us about how we can all take a positive stand against poverty and help to resolve social issues such as 
homelessness. Jane provided us with lots to think about and will be returning later in the term to help 
the OSHC Kids Committee assist in the St. Vinnie’s winter appeal.  
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Athletics Day 2019 
 

On Tuesday the 19th of February, all students born in 
2009 or earlier were able to compete in a range of 
athletic events. Some students took this opportunity to 
showcase their talents while others used the day to try 
new things and enjoy the lovely weather. The focus of 
the day was to promote and increase physical activity 
while providing the students with an opportunity to 

participate in activities that may take them outside their comfort zones.  
 
In addition to the promotion of physical activity, Athletics Day has 
been developed to identify student talent and piece together a high 
performing team to represent the school in an intra school 
competition. Not only do these students then get the chance to 
represent the school in a positive way, they will also be performing in 
an environment that has the potential to take them further in their 
chosen event/s. Students who will be competing at Santos in the 
District competition in Term 2 2019, will be notified within the next 
couple of weeks. Upon completion of athletics day we also award 
age group champions to acknowledge the students who thrive in this 
kind of environment. Students will be presented with these awards 
in a special assembly later this term.  
 
Throughout the day, the students demonstrated a great sense pride 
through their encouragement of others and willingness to give all 
activities their best effort. Overall, the day was a huge success thanks 
to the wonderful students and the supportive and helpful teachers. I 
hope the day was enjoyed by all, and I look forward to next year.  

 

Brooke Mawer - PE Teacher 

 

Carpark Update 

 
 
 
 
 
Please note change to Kiss and Drop next week 
 

Our school carpark is coming along nicely and we are getting towards the final stages of the upgrade. 
Early next week there will be some changes to where the “Kiss and Drop”, section of the carpark will be 
situated.  As you enter the carpark from Shepherds Hill Rd, the “Kiss and Drop” will be situated on the 
left, in the second section of the carpark.  There will be no thoroughfare through the usual “Kiss and 
Drop” and cars will be diverted through the staff car parking section.  Please do not park in this section 
of the car park as cars reversing in and out of here will restrict the flow of traffic.  Thank you for your 
continued patience as we complete work on the school carpark.  
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Flinders University-Social Work Students - Our Interns 
Zelia Mira  
Introduction and Purpose of the Placement  
My name is Zelia Mira, I am a social work student from Flinders 
University. I am currently conducting my internship here at Blackwood 
Primary School as part of my university program. This program allows 
social work students to be able to put the skills and theoretical 
knowledge that we have gained throughout the first semester into 
practice. In addition to this, the aim of our placement at Blackwood 
Primary School is to acquire the opportunity to contribute to the 
improvement of the wellbeing of children as a healthy wellbeing is 
principle to the learning process and moreover can lead to successful 
learning outcomes.  This may occur through our direct engagement 
with students, both in and out of the classrooms, as well as through 
supporting the teachers and other staff members. 
 

My first week experience at Blackwood Primary School  
Prior to starting the placement, like what others may feel in their new working environment, I felt 
nervous and apprehensive thinking that the environment would be daunting. However, it completely 
went contrary to what I had in my thought. The teachers and the children are wonderful, approachable 
and truly welcoming. Everyone was very hospitable and welcomed me, which definitely will enable me 
to have enjoyable learning opportunity. The school is highly organised and structured. The learning 
activities are varied, rich and challenging. I believed that such learning environment undoubtedly will 
lead children to become individuals that are responsible, independent, caring and knowledgeable. 
 

To end my introduction, I would like to extend my huge thank you to the Blackwood Primary School for 
this great learning opportunity. I am really excited to experience many more learning ahead and I will do 
my best to contribute to the educational process at Blackwood Primary School. 
 

Dan Wen 
It is my honour to have this opportunity and introduce myself through the 
newsletter. My name is Dan Wen. I am a new social work student from 
Flinders University. Currently, my co-worker Zelia and myself are based in the 
Blackwood primary school for our social work field placement.  
 

Here is a brief background about me: I am originally from Shanghai, China. I 
have been lived in Australia for about 6 years. My previous field in Melbourne 
involved in design and relationship development. From my previous work 
experience, I recognised that to help people meet their needs always made my 
work experience full of rewarding. This is how I initially targeted social work as 
an alternative career path. I love to work within creative activities and multi-
culture environments.  
 

In Terms 1 and 2 this year, we are here with the school’s aim to help students 
to develop their personal and social capability. We hope our presence and contribution can assist the 
school in enhancing students’ wellbeing and supporting every student to feel part of the school 
community. It is a pleasure for us to join in this school community, and walk alongside all the students’ 
learning journey. 
 

My first impressions: we joined in the Breakfast Club and through this we met many students in the 
classes. I felt not only warmly welcomed from students’ and teachers’ hospitality, but also have been 
inspired by lots of students’ learning thoughts, educators’ teaching methods and schools well-organised 
management. The classes content are various and vivid. I cannot wait to to be a part of this big family 
and share my experience with you all.  



 

Blackwood Primary School  Page6 

Our students have the opportunity to be involved in an exciting program: 
‘Children’s University Australasia’ (CUA).  Children’s University 
Australasia is run in partnership with The University of Adelaide. It takes 
education beyond the classroom. 
CUA aims to encourage high quality out of school hours activities for 

children in year 3-7, engaging the wider community as learning partners in this process.  The most 
important principles of CUA are that participation is voluntary and activities must take place outside the 
normal school day during lunch, after school, weekends and holidays.   
 

Participating students have access to activities at school and also in the wider community (Learning 
Destinations). These activities have been validated by CUA trained staff as good learning experiences. A 
full list of Learning Destinations can be seen at: www.childrensuniversity.com.au 
 

Some of the school based learning experiences that are validated include: 

 After school hours sport- Cricket, Soccer, Basketball, Netball.   

 Jump Rope 

 Cross Country 

 Debating  

 ICT club 

 Festival Choir 

 Some activities at OSHC and Vacation Care 
 

Students enrolled in CUA will be issued with a ‘Passport to Learning’ which records their individual 
learning journey.  After 30 hours of learning, the children are rewarded for their participation with 
certificates at a graduation ceremony to be held at the University of Adelaide.  
 

The annual fee for 2019 is $33.00 (incl GST). Children’s University is not compulsory. The activities are all 
voluntary and the children choose what to do and when, and the learning always has a link to something 
they could do at a ‘grown up’ university. 

 

If your child would like to become a member or renew their membership of CUA for 2019 please 
complete the form sent home earlier this week and return it to school by Wednesday 6th March along 
with your payment. For further information and enrolment forms please contact Judy Adami or the 
school office. 
 

School Banking Information 
 

Our school is excited to offer the Commonwealth Bank School Banking program to all students. 
School Banking is a fun, interactive and engaging way for young Australians to learn about money and 
develop good savings habits. Children who deposit money into their Youthsaver account through School 
Banking earn Dollarmites tokens, which they can save up and redeem for exciting rewards. 
The rewards available during 2019 are: 

 Scented Stackable Highlighters   

 Snowy Origami Set                  

 Icicle Slapband Ruler  

 Yeti Fluffly Notepad  

 Arctic Owl Fluffy Keyring 

 Scratch Art Cards 

 Water Skimming Bounce Ball  

 Polar Pencils & Pencil Toppers 
 

School Banking is also a great fundraiser for our school. Our school receives a Regular Savers 
Contribution of $5 for every 10 deposits processed per student as well as an Annual Contribution which 
is based on the number of students who made at least one School Banking deposit in the prior year. 
 

School Banking day is Wednesday 
If you are interested in opening a Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver account for your child you can visit 
commbank.com.au/schoolbanking and click on the link to open a Youthsaver account.  

http://www.childrensuniversity.com.au/
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Parents & Friends Committee 
 

Thank you to all who attended our first P&F meeting for 2019. 
The year has started off with such positivity and it was great 
to see all the new faces at our first meeting. Thank you as 
well to all who volunteered to be P&F class representatives. 
We will be in touch regarding upcoming events and how you 
can help. 
 

This year, we have decided to allocate events during the year 
to different classes. In this way, the organisation and the fun 
is distributed evenly across the school community. 
 

P&F have loads of wonderful events scheduled to happen this 
year. We have already been busy organising our annual 
Mother’s Day Stall for the children to pick out their gift for 
Mother’s day. Later this term we will have an Easter Raffle. 

Over the rest of the year we will hold our biannual Quiz Night, a school disco, the family camp out, 
comfort fire and Father’s Day stall.  
We hope to see you at the next P&F meeting! 

 
 

Our whiteboard located near the Japanese/Music rooms opposite main building 
for upcoming events and meeting dates. 

 
 
 
 

GIRL GUIDES IN BELAIR  have vacancies now. 
‘Belair Tawny Guide Unit’ for girls aged between 6-10 
years meet in the Belair Guide Hall, Dunn Avenue, 
Glenalta on Wednesdays from 4.45 – 6.15pm. 
For more information, contact the District Manager,  
Jan on 0433 261 073 
Women over the age of 18 yrs. can become Guide leaders. If you would like some information on what 
Girl Guides can offer you, give Jan a call 

 

Year 7/8 High School information 
 

 

     

 
 

P&F Meetings 

ALL WELCOME 

12th March 6pm Staff room 

Upcoming events 

Mother’s Day Stall 28th Feb 

Easter Raffle 
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Brighton Special Interest Music  
Information Evening for Years 6 & 7 

 

Everything you need to know about auditioning for the  
Brighton’s Special Interest Music Program 

 

Tuesday 2nd April 2019, 6.30 to 7.30pm  
Brighton Secondary School Concert Hall 

Followed by a Free Concert 
“Jazz on the Green” 

 Brighton Secondary School, front oval. 
BYO supper, chair or rug. 

 

For all enquiries please call Pam Parsons 8375 8215 
or email: pam.parsons@brighton.sa.edu.au 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Brighton Secondary School 

Year 7 - Out of School Zone 

Volleyball Trials 
 

The Initial trials for a position in the Brighton Secondary School Volleyball 

Program  

will be held on  Monday 13th May (Term 2, Week 3) at the following times: 

 

Boys 9:30am  

Girls 11:30am 
 

Students who meet the required standards at this trial will be invited to attend the  

Final Trial on Thursday 23rd May at an advised time. 

 

If you would like to attend the trial, you must ring  

Brighton Secondary School Ph 8375 8200 

to book a trial time and request an application pack.  
 

Applications must be received Friday 3rd May 

 

 

 

mailto:pam.parsons@brighton.sa.edu.au

