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An IB school valuing, supporting and inspiring a community of lifelong learners
Important Diary
Dates
Tuesday 19 March
Governing Council
Mtg 6-7.30pm
Friday 22 March
Harmony Day
Thursday 28 March
NAPLAN online
Practice test
SAPSASA State
Swimming
Friday 29 March
Mobile Science
Incursion Rm 1&2
1st-5th April
3 Way Conferences
Thursday 4 April
Easter Seminar
Botanic Gardens
Excursion Rm 1&2

The Term continues to be a busy one at Blackwood Primary
School with staff and students focussed on learning and
achieving their best.
Our Site Improvement Plan was recently approved by
Governing Council and has three key areas for focus. We are
focussing on the further development of student’s writing,
problem solving in Maths and critical thinking skills. If you would like further
information on our Site Improvement Plan it can be accessed through our school
web site.
On our recent student free day staff began work with Simon Brooks around our
third goal with visible thinking. The day was highly motivating with Simon
presenting many thinking routines that can be immediately implemented into daily
classroom teaching practice. Simon again visited our school on Thursday 14 th
March to work individually with many of our staff members who will be
completing action research projects around visible thinking. We look forward to
seeing the continued work in this area. The leadership team will continue to
monitor our Site Improvement Plan and the action we are taking as we move
towards improvement in these three key areas.
Our car park is in the final stages of completion and will be fully resurfaced next
week, beginning on Friday morning, 22nd March. For this reason there will be no
access, parking or kiss and drop available next Friday 22 nd March in both the
morning and the afternoon. We apologise for the inconvenience but the carpark
will again be accessible on Monday 25th March. Just a reminder that the parking at
the southern end of the car park is for staff only. Even if there appears to be parks
available in this section of the car park please do not park here as we have staff
coming and going at various times throughout the day. Your assistance with this
matter is much appreciated. If you have a younger student that you would like to
drop in the Kiss n Drop section of the car park in the morning, our School Captains
will be in this area ready to help them get to their class.
In Week 9, some of our students will be involved in the NAPLAN online practice
test. This is a precursor to the NAPLAN testing in Term 2. The purpose of the
practice test is to test the capability of the system and no information or
assessment of students is carried out from this test. It does however provide extra
opportunity for student to familiarise themselves with the online testing platform.
Early in Term 2, students who are undertaking NAPLAN in Years 3, 5 and 7 will all
have the opportunity to access the online platform and learn about its features
and how to use it.
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School Information
Student Absence
If your child will be absent
from school, please
send a txt through the

School Star App
or

SMS Text to
0427 016 460
***
Banking Day
Banking day is
Wednesday
***
Term Uniform Shop
Opening Hours
Monday
8:15 – 9:15
Wednesday 12:45 – 1:30
Friday
8:15 – 9:15
3:00 – 3:45
Ph: 0401 913 830
***
KickStart Breakfast
Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday
& Friday 8:30am
Outside the Canteen
***
Lost and Found
Ensure all items are clearly
labelled so we can return
them to you and check the
lost and found cupboard
for missing items.
***
BPS Playgroup
Thursdays
0 – 4 year olds
9am to 11am
OSHC Room
***
School Tour Days
We offer school tours for
new families & new
students.
Contact Reception on
8278 5355 for the next
tour date and to book.

***
To join, search for
Blackwood PS Scene
in Facebook and click on
the Join button.

2019 School Captains
This year our school had 6 students
apply for the role of school captain.
These students regularly attended
weekly
lunch-time
Leadership
Training sessions in 2018, where
they discussed qualities of a leader
and set goals for themselves to
achieve.
Our school usually selects 4 school
captains every year, but with the
quality of the applicants being so
high for 2019, the Blackwood staff
selected all 6 applicants.
This year, our 2 school captains are Maya and Kimiya, and our 4 vice school
captains are Giana, Jake, Skyla and Anneli.
Our 6 school captains will be very busy throughout the year, attending MHC SRC
meetings, running SAT meetings, organising school events, assisting at
assemblies, representing our school at special events, greeting families at the
school gates and more.
We will begin the selection process for our 2020 school captains in Term 3 of this
year; we encourage students who are principled, hard-working, committed,
caring, cooperative and respectful to apply.
Below are some introductions of our school captains:
Maya – I am one of your new School Captains for 2019 and am so excited. One of
my goals for this year is to be a great role-model for my peers. My other goal is to
help make exciting changes to Blackwood Primary School.
Kimiya – I am honoured that I have received this incredible opportunity to be a
school captain for 2019! As a Captain, one of my most desired goals is to make
everyone feel happy and safe in our school. I want to give the students the ability
to direct their learning but I am also excited to see the beneficial difference we as
a school can make with assistance from myself, my fellow captains and all our
school’s students.
Giana – I am one of the new vice-captains and I am really excited to carry out this
role. I would like to first set high standards for myself so that other students have
a good role model to look up to. I will try my best to take care of all our school’s
students. I will also try to make this school a caring, excellent and harmonic
place.
Jake – I am a school vice-captain and will be helping the school and its students
to the best of my ability. I will do my best to help all the students to achieve what
they want at school and to help the school run smoothly. I will try to help any
issues that are raised and will do my best to solve them.
Skyla – As Vice-Captain, I am hoping to achieve the following goals: to be a good
example to the school, to represent our school positively, and encourage all of
our learner profile attributes. I will take my role as vice-captain very seriously and
hope to bring out the best in all of the students.
Anneli – I am very excited to be a Vice Captain for Blackwood Primary School this
year. I am looking forward to helping out the school and everyone around it as
much as possible, and to try and make a difference throughout the year. I
promise to help out any students that aren’t happy or are having trouble in any
type of situation in the amount of time I have as a Vice Captain this year.
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Student Action Team 2019
The Student Action team is up and running for 2019. We are beginning to work our way through issues
which have been brought to SAT through class meetings. We have also worked out our Essential
Agreements for how the meetings are run. The school captains run most of the meetings with guidance
from Miss Auricht.
Captains at S.A.T. meetings for Term 1 and 4 are Jake, Giana, and Maya. Captains at S.A.T. meetings for
Term 2 and 3 are Anneli, Kimiya, and Skyla.
Room
Teacher
Students
1
Mr Bates
Felix
Lani
2
Mrs Follett
Jake
Maya H
3
Ms Sherwell
Caden
Aiden
4
Ms Herbert
Jack
Deborah
5
Mrs Allard
Hannah
Channelle
6
Mr Wyskamp
Ava
7
Ms A
Inara
Chrishanya
8
Mrs Brown
Cassie
9
Mrs Sutton
Eli
Lily
12
Mr Smith
Emily
Lucas
14
Ms Uern
David
Shabdita
15
Ms Johnson
Amelie
Amon
16
Mrs Grigoris
Andrea
Lawson
17
Ms Thompson
Mya
Will
18
Ms Rae
Campbell
Orbit
19
Ms Lord
Marshall
Aliya
20
Mrs Hawkins
Billy
Lizzy

Uniform
As we are moving towards the colder months some of our students are coming to school wearing nonuniform items. Please be aware that track pants and leggings are not part of our school uniform policy
as well as garments worn underneath our school t-shirts. We are aware that some of our Senior
students are waiting on new Senior windcheaters, so if you are without a jumper drop in to the office
we may be able to lend you one until the windcheaters arrive. A copy of our school uniform policy
approved by Governing Council is included with this newsletter.
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R/1 First Weeks Program
Learner well-being is central to learning.
“Belonging, being and becoming are integral parts of identity. When children have positive
experiences they develop an understanding of themselves as significant and respected, and feel a
sense of belonging.” (DECD Early Years Framework)
In order to develop independent and resilient R/1 students, who continue to develop a sense of
self/identity and success as learners, we have continued to implement our R/1 First Weeks Program
exclusively during the first two weeks of school at BPS. The aim of the program is to establish a positive
learning culture, develop positive relationships between staff, students and parents and improve
learning outcomes through an inclusive and supportive classroom and school environment. We have
approached this by focussing on well-being and learning how to be successful learners and respectful,
global citizens. During this time R/1 students have focused on the following areas:

Creating puppets and
displaying respectful
play.

Being active in the gully.

Getting to know each other
by creating and sharing
identity posters and bags.

Veta Grigoris
and the
Room 16 PIRATES

Principled
Inquiring
Respectful
Appreciative
Tolerant
Enthusiastic
Students
Creating a class identity using
the IB Attributes.

Southern Heights District Swimming Carnival
Blackwood Primary took a squad of 9 students to the Southern Heights District Swimming Carnival at
Marion Outdoor Pool on Friday 1st March competing against 14 other schools. Everyone tried their best
with some students completing personal best swims and others swimming in the event for the first
time. Congratulations to all students who swam on the night.
Students who received places on the night were:
First:
Second:
Finn 10 Year Old Boys: 50m Free, 50m Breast
Hugo 12 Year Old Boys: 50m Fly
and 50m Fly
Jake 13yr Old Boys: 50m Back
Tahli 11 Year Old Girls: 50m Free, 50m Breast
Third:
and 50m Back
Hugo 12 Year Old Boys: 50m Free
Hugo 12 Year Old Boys: 50m Back
Jake 13yr Old Boys: 50m Free and 50m Fly
We wish Finn, Tahli, Hugo and Jake the best of luck as they compete at State Day later this Term.
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Parents & Friends
Committee
The P&F has had a busy start to our fundraising year with
the organisation of our Mother’s Day Stall. Thank you to all
of you for supporting this fundraiser by purchasing gifts for
mums and/or grandmothers. As has happened in the past,
there is the possibility that some items are out of stock at
the time of ordering. We appreciate your understanding in
this regard and will do our best to replace out-of-stock items
with suitable alternatives.

P&F Meetings
ALL WELCOME
Tuesday 7th May 6:15pm Staff room

This year, instead of our annual order of Hot
Cross Buns, an Easter raffle will be held.
Details regarding this will be sent home soon.

Upcoming events
Easter Raffle
Term 2:
Disco: 31 May
Quiz Night: 15 June

As mentioned in the previous newsletter, this year, the P&F will be assigning events
to classes in order to spread the load and the fun! Below is a list of this year’s events and the
assigned classes. If you are a parent or friend in one of these classes and are able to volunteer
in any way possible, please feel free to contact a P&F member through the front office. Thank
you to those of you that have already put your names forward to be a P&F class
representative. We will be in touch shortly to discuss ways in which you can support P&F. We
also look forward to seeing you at the next P&F meeting.
Events:
Easter Raffle – Rms 1 & 3
Disco – Rms 19 & 20
Quiz Night – Rms 4 & 12
Father’s Day – Rms 7 & 8
Camp Out – Rms 9 & 15
Grandparents Day – Rm 6
Comfort Fire – Rms 3 & 5
Colour Run – Rms 2, 18 & 17
Christmas Hamper – Rms 8 & 16

Clean Up Australia Day For Schools
Friday 1st March was Clean Up Australia Day. Due to the 41 degree temperature forecast, classes
delayed their participation in the event until the following week. Each class nominated a particular area
around the school or nearby surrounds for the students to collect rubbish and do a general tidy up.
Some students brought equipment such as gloves and bags for the clean up. Some litter was sorted into
rubbish and recycling.
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Mitcham Girls High School - Year 7 in 2020
Mitcham Girls High School was recently announced as a pilot school to accept year 7 students from
2020.
This pilot will contribute to the project planning and successful implementation of year 7 transition to
high school in the South Australian public education system in 2022.
Families have the option of registering their interest in participating in the pilot at Mitcham Girls High
School. The pilot will proceed in 2020, pending the number of registrations of interest received by 24
May 2019.
More information is available from the front office or the Mitcham Girls High School website:
www.mitchamgirlshs.sa.edu.au

Year 7/8 High School Transition information
We have received information regarding open nights and special programs from a number of High
Schools. Please check out the window in the front office for details.
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