NEWSLETTER
Week 10 Term 2 2017
Principal: Phil Garner
Deputy Principal: Kris Robson

4 Seymour Street, Eden Hills 5050 Phone: 8278 5355

www.blackwoodps.sa.edu.au

An IB school valuing, supporting and inspiring a community of lifelong learners

Important Diary
Dates
Friday 7 July
End of Term 2
Casual Clothes Day
3.20pm dismissal

Monday 24 July
STUDENT FREE DAY
Tuesday 25 July
Term 3 Commences
Tuesday 1 August
P&F meeting
6pm Staff Room

Friday 4 August
Assembly Room 1

Friday 11 August
School Disco

Dear Families
Term 2 has been an incredibly busy and successful term with many
fantastic highlights. I am always impressed with the courtesy and
respect that our students show to not only their peers, but also to
staff, parents and visitors. We often get phone calls from members
of the public about how well behaved and respectful our students are
when they are on excursions. Our students are proud to be Blackwood students and
keen to let everyone know. Our students are also working hard to improve their
achievement and teachers are constantly looking at ways they challenge and engage our
students in their learning.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for making our school such a
wonderful place to teach learn and grow. Thank you.
Have a well-earned holiday break , stay safe and ensure you come back fully rested for
an exciting Term 3.
Your child’s mid-year report will be coming home this week. Reports are part of the
whole school assessment and reporting process that ensures you are kept informed
about your child’s learning. The reports also indicate days absent and days late for the
first half of 2017.
Attendance - Should you be concerned?
• Patterns of attendance/absence are set up in the early years of schooling.
• There is a direct correlation between attendance and achievement.
• Being absent five days a term from reception to year 10 adds up to more than one year
of missed schooling.
And the future?
• Poor attendance makes it difficult for students to form positive relationships with
their peers.
• Students who are frequently absent from school are over-represented in the juvenile
justice system.
• Research shows that students who are often absent from school are likely to earn less
than their peers as adults.
• Students who are frequently absent from school are more likely to end up homeless.
We hope you have a pleasant holiday and look forward to seeing you all next term.
Inclusivity
Inclusivity is something that sets public schools apart. Our school takes all comers. Every
child deserves a great education so we take every child that comes through our door. We
pride ourselves on our cultural and social diversity and research shows that learning in
such an environment is a real advantage. It develops dispositions of compassion,
empathy and trust in children who have gone through an education system that
welcomes and embraces diversity. That’s how the world is, so children who learn
alongside children with diverse strengths, abilities and backgrounds are well prepared for
the real world. School systems that are selective miss out on the opportunity to develop
strength through diversity.
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School Information
Student Absence
8278 5355
If a student is late or
absent, please ring the
office on the above
number before 9am
or

SMS Text
to
0427 016 460
***
Banking Day
Banking day is
TUESDAY
***
Term Uniform Shop
Opening Hours
Monday
8:15 – 9:15
Wednesday 12:45 – 1:30
Friday
8:15 – 9:15
3:00 – 3:45
Ph: 0401 913 830
***
KickStart Breakfast
Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday
& Friday 8:30am
Outside the Canteen
***
Lost and Found
Ensure all items are clearly
labelled so we can return
them to you and check the
lost and found cupboard
for missing items.
***
BPS Playgroup
Thursdays
0 – 4 year olds
9am to 11am
OSHC Room
***
School Tour Days
We offer school tours for
new families & new
students.
Contact Reception on
8278 5355 for the next
tour date and to book.

Governing Council Report
Discussions at Governing Council meetings this year have included the new
Camps and Excursions policy, the excellent results of our school’s external
review, and the news that we will have a number of Korean students visiting
our school on a homestay exchange programme.
Changes to our carpark including a paved footpath and an extended kiss and
drop section have been reviewed and sent to the Department of Education
for final approval. We are hoping that the work can be done before the end of
the year.
And the school Quiz Night was a great success, with over one hundred happy
faces attending. Many thanks are due to the Parents and Friends who did
such a great job of organising this event, and also to the many sponsors who
donated prizes.
Brendan White, Chair Governing Council

SAPSASA District Boys Football
Blackwood Boys District Football at the
SAPSSA carnival last week.
The team was very successful finishing
equal top of the ladder, winning 8 out of 9
games. Well done Jay, Michael and
Anthony.

Dianne Deed's Pastoral Care Workers Report
I am able to continue here due to 6 hours paid by the local churches and
seven and a half hours by the school.
The Kickstartforkids breakfast has more children coming and we now meet in
the canteen area 5 mornings. Kickstartforkids supply free of charge Weet bix,
milk, fruit, yogurt, bread, margarine, jam and vegemite. The extras, eg
drinking chocolate, marshmallows, fruit straps, muffins and honey are given
by the volunteers. Four of our eight volunteers are having a break, but ALL of
them will be back, as they love coming here.
I continue to support playgroup, help Ian Penny organise Kids Hope Mentors
and hold fifteen Circle of Friends groups a week.
Two Professional Development opportunities that I
attended recently, were so informative. The topic was
Wellbeing , both spoke how important it is for us to say
to I can see you are angry...I can understand why....and
helping them problem solve, to soothe and calm instead
of dismissing the problem. The children also need to
know we believe in them.
Have a good holiday break.
Dianne Deed, Pastoral Care Worker
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Whats been happening in Ms Jen Herbert ‘s Room 4
In Room 4, we have been quite busy this term. We ran our assembly in
Week 7, which was a big success, with children stepping out of their
comfort zone and performing in front of a large audience. It was a great
chance to celebrate and share our learning from the past term. Here are
some of our favourite moments from the past few weeks…
Swimming Lessons
In Week 8, Room 4 along with all
students in R-Y5 participated in
swimming lessons at the SA
Aquatic & Leisure Centre. Our
students were in a group
called Rainbow Fish with Bec,
their instructor. Over the 5
days, the Rainbow Fish learnt
safety and survival skills such as swimming in clothes, survival strokes
and deep-water entries.
Girls Footy Clinic
In Week 6, Room 4 girls (with girls in Y3-6) enjoyed a football clinic
run by the Blackwood High School girls’ football program. The high
school students ran mini sessions that taught our students specific
skills of AFL like how to handball, carry the ball, kick for goal etc.
The girls looked like they had a great time learning something new!
While the girls were handballing and kicking the footy, the boys
(Y3-6) were getting their energy out by running through sports day
games on the back oval in their teams.
Where We are in Place and Time inquiry
Throughout this term, we have been looking at how
Australian society has changed over the last century.
Our unit started on Wednesday in Week 3, where we (as
well as Room 5) dressed up in old-fashioned clothing
from the nineteen hundreds. We were transported back
to what school would be like back then. On the day, we
did lots of activities such as
playing old games like
knucklebones and pick up
sticks as well as maths lessons
using a blackboard and chalk
and reciting our timetables
aloud. In the afternoon, we
split into groups of girls and
boys and did ‘typical’ gender
skills from the past. The boys
learnt skills like woodwork and the girls learnt to sew.
All in all, both Room 4 and Room 5 students thought the teachers, Miss Herbert, Mrs A. and Mr Keen
were pretty tough but we all enjoyed the day, especially when Mr Garner came through the classrooms
and was pretty scary!
Written by Room 4 and Miss Jen Herbert
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Class Updates
Room
1

Teacher/s
Chris Bates

2, 3 & 8

Belinda Finnie,
Christie Follett,
Mel Sutton &
Amanda Gulliver

4&5

Jen Herbert &
Angela Auricht

6&7

Mic Wyskamp &
Jude Brown

9, 10 & 11

Laura Thompson,
Veta Grigoris &
Chantal Rae

12 & 13

Bronwyn
Hawkins & Ingrid
Lord

Music/Drama Jodie Bartlett

Japanese

Kate Satumora

PE

Rosanne Fuller

AIP

Karen Clarke &
Sarah McClure

Students from Room 1 have completed their How We Organise Ourselves
unit, focusing on decision making. Students looked at how decisions are made
on a local, national and global scale. They were visited by a member of the SA
Parliament, who spoke to them about the parliamentary process. They are
part way through a How The World Works unit on scientific principles.
Students have looked at the work that scientists do and are beginning to look
at the process for investigating things scientifically.
Currently working on How We Express Ourselves unit of inquiry focusing on
advertising. Students have been investigating different advertising techniques
and the importance of understanding the target market. They will be
inventing their own original product and then developing an advertising
campaign to help sell it.
Room 4 and 5 had a very entertaining dress up day for their Where We Are in
Place and Time unit, where all students and the teachers dressed from the
early 1900’s. Students spent the day doing activities that students from the
past would have done. Students are completing their own weather
documentaries for their Sharing the Planet unit of inquiry. Room 5 has just
said goodbye to their student teacher, who was with them for the first 6
weeks of the term.
For their Sharing the Planet unit of inquiry, students investigated issues
related to water access and use in different countries around the world. They
also developed their own possible solutions for these problems. The classes
have had a focus on developing their reading comprehension skills during
English lessons.
Reception/Year 1 classes have commenced their How We Organise Ourselves
unit of inquiry, focusing on the different roles in our community. Students
have identified the different people who help us in the community and the
different jobs they have. The classes have been taking action by cleaning up
litter in our yard and counting how much waste they collect.
Room 12 and 13 have been learning about simple machines for their How the
World Works unit. Students have been investigating how axels, pulleys,
levers, inclined planes and wedges work. They have also made their own
inventions using these examples.
Senior choir performed at the week 5 assembly. Students in Middle and
Upper Primary have been preparing and performing plays in full costume
during drama lessons. Junior Primary students have been learning about beat
in music and are about to move on to pitch.
Middle and Upper Primary students have completed their own self written
introduction in Japanese. They have been learning about verbs and have been
putting together sentences that describe daily events in their lives. They been
watching a documentary called “My Japanese Diet” about what people from
Japan regularly eat.
In week 5 we had our Year 3-7 athletics day. The results from the day will be
used to select students to compete for our school at the district athletics day
next term. We had two students compete at the Cross Country state day at
Oakbank at the end of week 5.
Both AIP classes have been working with the children to further develop their
life and social skills. They have practiced these skills on several out of school
excursions this term, including to the movies, Birdwood Motor Museum,
Adelaide Zoo, SA Water treatment plant and parties hosted by Variety.
Students have also been doing regular guided walks in Wittunga.

Blackwood Primary School Term 2 Week 9

Page4

Assembly Awards
Congratulations to the following students who received Primary Years Program (PYP) Attitudes Award
Certificates at the Assembly in Term 2.
Room1

Jack
Tahli
Doug

Communicator
Principled
Reflective

Room 2

Jade
Ava
Karthik
Kasyful
Bree
Amali
Jaxon

Inquirer
Principled
Inquirer
Caring
Principled
Thinker
Caring

Alex

Principled

Madie
Lauren
Mia

Reflective
Thinker
Thinker

Mikenzie
Bonnie

Caring
Communicator

Joe

Principled

Mia
Nahyan
Tai
Aastha

Caring
Principled
Principled
Inquirer

Isabel
Mia-Rose
Chrishalya
Charlie
Odeethtow

Principled
Thinker
Thinker
Communicator
Principled

Room 3

Room 4

Room 5

Room 6

Room 8

Being an enthusiastic and responsible SAT representative for our class.
Being an organised, responsible and reliable member of our class.
Always showing enthusiasm towards his learning and always looking to
improve.
Showing enthusiasm throughout her work
Taking responsibility for her own learning and growth
Working independently and with others
Supporting class members with individual work
Being honest and respectful towards her peers
Thinking creatively and sharing her ideas
Supporting others in their learning and having a positive impact on our
classroom
Being consistently responsible and respectful towards teaching, learning
and others
Thinking about how to improve her learning
Thinking creatively and taking responsible actions in our classroom
Using her initiative to solve problems around the classroom and in her
learning
Helping others and being respectful to her peers
Producing a very good discussion text about the phrase “History is of no
use, all that matters is now”
Making a real effort with his classroom work, and trying hard to stay on
task
Helping other students with their learning in Maths
Always working hard in class by staying on task and completing her work
Consistently working in a mature and independent manner
Planning and presenting an insightful inquiry presentation about water
access issues
Always being a responsible and independent student
Using deep thinking skills during Maths Inquiry
Always thinking carefully about her learning and thinking about others
Sharing his thinking in creative ways with his peers and teachers
Acting with integrity and honesty at school

Reminder
Monday 24th July
Student Free Day
Please contact OSHC
for bookings
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Student Voice update
School Captains
Congratulations to Jasmine, who has replaced
Negar (who moved interstate this term) as School
Captain. We welcome Esther as our new School
Vice Captain who is replacing Jasmine as Vice
Captain.
The school captains have been working on a
Growth Mindset & Intellectual Stretch focus with
the Mitcham Hills Cluster Student Representative
Council this year. One strategy that our 4 school
captains have implemented is a Zone Chart,
where students can reflect on their learning and
think about whether their learning has been in
the “Comfort Zone”, “Stretch Zone” (when the
best learning takes place) or the “Stressed Zone”.
Classes will be using this chart at school, and soon other schools in the MHC area will be using it too.
The school captains have also been making a video about the “Greatness Gap” that can be shown in
classes.
Leadership Training
Currently a number of Year 7 and Year 5 students are attending leadership training sessions at
lunchtime every Thursday. Activities have included looking at the attributes of a student leader and
how students can have a positive influence on their school. Next term, they will be filling in an
‘application’ for the positions of House Team Leader (Year 7s) or Vice Team Leader (Year 5s). Late next
term, leadership training sessions will begin for Year 6s who wish to ‘apply’ for School Captain for next
year.
Student Action Team
It is almost end of Semester 1 so we would like to thank all of this semester’s Student Action Team
members, who are: Jack, Skyla, Naomi, Cassie, Thomas, Sabine, Patrick, Georgina, Bonnie, Amelie, Max,
Rohan, Lilly, Ella, Will, Mia, Kody, Alexis, Amelia, Timothy, Bella, Hunter, Nicholas, Annika, Josh and
Kaajal. SAT members have got together almost every Friday afternoon in the past 2 terms and had
meetings run by the 4 school captains. Things the SAT have done this semester include: making a video
to promote moving around the school safely, being ‘Pavers Monitors’ during Recess and Lunch to
remind students to walk on paved areas, reminding our classes about school behaviour expectations,
developing agreements for things like Pokemon card swapping, starting to organise school events such
as a Talent Show, organising casual clothes day fundraisers (such as the one this Friday), organising
classes to look after areas of our school grounds (which will start some time in Term 3) and much more.
Semester 2 SAT members will start in Week 2 of Term 3.

Blackwood High School Canteen Lunch Orders
The Blackwood High School canteen will not be open on Thursday 6 th July and Friday 7th July.
No orders will be taken on this day.
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OSHC News
We have had a great time in OSHC this term. We have been doing a
variety of activities such as a talent show, cooking activities &
making hot chocolates, football, painting, colouring in, playing
group games in the hall, playing with our new kinetic sand and
making lots of colourful slime! We were even lucky enough this
term to spot a Koala in one of the school trees!
Vacation care will be on again in a few short weeks and will run
from the 10th of July until the 21st of July. We will be having
excursions to Wizbang family fun centre & Mitcham Cinema’s to see
Cars 2. We will be having two incursions; learning circus skills &
learning to dance like superheros!
To receive the early bird discount please hand in your booking form
on or before the 30th of June, and booking deadline is by the 5th of
July. Book now while places last!

Beacon Emergency Relief
Thank you to the school community for their kind donations of non-perishable
foods that have been given to Beacon Emergency Relief to help a number of
people in our community.

Thank you from the Blackwood Primary School Virtues Class
The Blackwood Primary School Virtues Class students recently completed a service project with the help
of the whole school community. The purpose behind this
project was for us all to show our humanity by being caring,
generous, and compassionate towards the less fortunate in
our community. The funds raised were used to purchase much
needed sleeping bags for some of the homeless people in
Adelaide. In total we barbequed 250 sausages for 170
students that participated in this worthy cause. A total of $550
was raised and this money paid for 12 sleeping bags. Thank
you to Anaconda for giving us a discount. These were donated
to the Hutt Street Centre on Friday, June 23. Thanks again to
all of you that opened your hearts and embraced this
wonderful initiative. Several students and other members of
the community even donated additional money! A special
thanks to James who spearheaded the mighty task of cooking
the sausages and also to the parents, students, and teachers
of the Virtues Class, and other volunteers. A special thanks
also to Mr. Garner for his generosity of spirit in supporting
this endeavour. Lastly, thank you to the teachers and other
staff members of Blackwood Primary School who assisted in
the process of collecting the orders and money from the
students. Great effort everyone!
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Parents & Friends Committee
P&F are well into the year now with loads of great family
events coming up…we hope to see the school community
and friends out and about at our events.

P&F Meetings
ALL PARENTS AND FRIENDS

Parents & Friends are hoping to raise $8000 to support
completion of Stage2 redevelopment of the school
playground. P&F really appreciate the support from the
school families and wider community whom have given
time or donated in some way.

WELCOME

Quiz Night June 17th
of August 6pm Staff room
What an amazing evening
the Quiz night was. Held
Upcoming events
on the 17th of June in the
hall. The P&F committee
Father’s Day Stall June/July
wish to thank all that
attended our event and
th
Student School Disco 11 August
thank all the sponsors of
6pm til 7Pm (R-2)
the evening. This event couldn’t have been possible
without the support of the school community and local
7:15pm til 8:30pm (yrs 3-7)
business community. We raised $2500 towards the
stage2
th
Comfort Fire Evening 16 September
redevelopment of
Sponsored Walk 27th October (Colour Run)
the
playground.
There
was
loads of
Rotary Fair 12th November
laughs, loads of
P&F Contact: 8278 5355 or email
Raffle prizes, great
dl.0565.pandf@schools.sa.edu.au
silent auctions and
live auctions, plus
great fun playing
games of heads and tails, longest peel and coin toss.
A BIG thank you to Brendan
White who was our wonderful
MC for the night. Brendan did a
fantastic job delivering the allimportant questions of the
evening and keeping everyone
entertained.
Another BIG thank you to Toby
Martin who did the music round
and Spicks & Specks. His music
was great, as always and everyone enjoyed his musical talents.
A last but certainly not least, a very SPECIAL thanks to Cindy McKee, Craig
Seckerson and Amy Jennings, who organised and ran the event. Without
their dedication and persistence this event would not have been made
possible, Thank you all very much for your continuing dedication to the school and committee. P&F hope
to hold another successful Quiz night in the years to come.
1st

Fathers Day
Father’s Day Stall was held on the Monday 26th for Junior Primary and 29th & 30th of June for Middle and
Upper Primary. All students who have placed an order must bring payment by 7th July, END OF TERM
or NO ORDER will be placed. Wrapping will happen in Term 3 closer to time of special day.

Blackwood Primary School Term 2 Week 9

Page8

Blackwood Primary School Term 2 Week 9

Page9

Blackwood Primary School Term 2 Week 9

Page10

