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Important Diary
Dates
Monday 12 June
Queen’s Birthday
PUBLIC HOLIDAY
Friday 16 June
Primary Assembly
Room 4 2.30pm
Saturday 17 June
P&F Quiz Night
Monday 19 June to Friday
23 June
Swimming Week
REC to Year 05
Tuesday 20 June
Finance Committee Mtg
5-6pm - Staffroom
Governing Council Mtg
6pm - Staffroom
Friday 30 June
Whole School Assembly
Ashby Hall 2.30pm
Friday 30 June
Cluster Disco
Year 7 Students
Hawthorndene PS

Last Thursday was a glorious day to hold our Athletics Day. The
weather was superb, the location magnificent and the athletes and
supporters were enthusiastic and keen to participate. All students
performed admirably, trying their best, supporting one another and
most of all, having fun. Thank you to Mrs Fuller for organising the
event and encouraging our students to do their best. Thank you also to everyone
for making it a special day. Winners will be announced at the next whole school
assembly on Friday 30th June. Well done!
Congratulations to our debating teams. Our four teams continue to be successful
in winning their debates against other schools in the SA Debating competition.
Our teams have won 6 of the 8 debates and are proving to be top class debaters.
Debates are held every 3 weeks during term 2 and 3 with a total of 5 debates for
the season. Debates are held from 6.30 pm at Pulteney Grammar School. Thank
you to Mr Wyskamp for preparing our debaters and attending the debates.
What can I do to help my child do well at school?
As teachers, we often get asked this question. Over the next few newsletters we
will focus on sharing ways in which you can support your child to do well at
school. Here is suggestion number one.
1. Have hopes, dreams and ambitions for your child
When a parent holds high aspirations for their child, they do better at school.
Aspirations are hopes, dreams, aims or ambitions.
If you show your child that you believe in their potential and tell them that you
know they can succeed, it can help your child build confidence, set higher
expectations for them, and they can achieve better at school.

Friday 7 July
End of Term 2






TIPS - THINGS YOU CAN DO
Let your child know that you think it’s
important they do well at school.
Ensure your child knows that you believe in
their potential and abilities.
Ask your child everyday what they learnt at
school, or what they found interesting or
fun at school.
Talk to your child often about the dreams
and plans they have for their future.
Phil Garner, Principal

Department for Education and Child Development T/A South Australian Government Schools CRICOS Provider Number: 00018A

School Information
Student Absence
8278 5355
If a student is late or
absent, please ring the
office on the above
number before 9am
or

SMS Text
to
0427 016 460

Meet our New Staff
Christie Follett – Year 3/4 Teacher Room 3
I have had a fantastic start to 2017 with my
wonderful 3/4 class. I am very pleased to be working
at Blackwood Primary School and have thoroughly
enjoyed getting to know all the students, staff and
school community.

***
Banking Day
Banking day is
TUESDAY

I began my teaching career in Roxby Downs Area
School as a Spanish and middle primary teacher. I
returned to the city last year teaching for one term
before going on leave to have my second daughter.
My girls are now one and two years old, so as you can imagine home life is
always entertaining and busy.

***
Term Uniform Shop
Opening Hours
Monday
8:15 – 9:15
Wednesday 12:45 – 1:30
Friday
8:15 – 9:15
3:00 – 3:45
Ph: 0401 913 830

For leisure I enjoy reading, walking or running in nature, sharing a good meal
or coffee with family and friends, going to the movies or working on various
craft projects. I love travelling Australia and the world, although it may be
some time before I hit the road again. I have been enjoying the rich learning
experiences we’ve had in our class so far, including when my husband Dave,
an illustrator, came in to work with Rooms 2, 3 and 8 for our unit on
advertising.

***
KickStart Breakfast
Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday
& Friday 8:30am
Outside the Canteen
***
Lost and Found
Ensure all items are clearly
labelled so we can return
them to you and check the
lost and found cupboard
for missing items.
***
BPS Playgroup
Thursdays
0 – 4 year olds
9am to 11am
OSHC Room
***
School Tour Days
We offer school tours for
new families & new
students.
Contact Reception on
8278 5355 for the next
tour date and to book.

I look forward to more exciting teaching and learning to come year.

Jen Herbert – Year 5/6 Teacher Room 4
Loves: Going to the football (Port Adelaide Power),
watching the cricket, watching live music, going to the
beach, keeping fit at F45 and travelling the world.
Favourite Food: chocolate and Mexican food
I am so glad to be teaching at Blackwood Primary School.
I have enjoyed my first two terms with my wonderful
bunch of children in room 4 as well as getting to know
the Blackwood School community.
Previously, I have taught in Mount Gambier at Reidy Park
Primary School teaching year 5 and year 6. I thoroughly enjoyed the country
life but moved back to Adelaide to be with friends and family. Last year I
taught a year 5/6 class at Brighton Primary School. I am 27 years old and I live
in Seacombe Gardens with my partner Josh and our two pets – Zuri (German
Shepherd dog) and Nala (cat).
I have been lucky enough to travel the world by myself, with friends and with
my partner since finishing high school. My favourite cities I have travelled to
would be Seville in Spain, London, and Kyoto and Tokyo in Japan. Josh and I
are jetting off to Bali in the next school holidays so I’m looking forward to
getting away from the Australian winter and relaxing by the pool in the sun
and getting lots of massages.
I look forward to the rest of the year at Blackwood Primary School and being
part of your community.
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Meet our New Teacher (Cont.)
Kate Satomura – Japanese Teacher (Upper Primary)
Hajimemashite! My name is Kate Satomura. I am very excited to be teaching
Japanese in the upper primary classes at Blackwood Primary School this year.
Although I was born and grew up in Adelaide, after finishing university, life's
journey took me to Japan, where I met my husband, learned to speak Japanese,
fell in love with the language and culture and stayed for many years. When I
returned to Australia, I began teaching Japanese. I have taught Japanese, French
and EALD in both primary and secondary settings. I am passionate about
languages and believe learning a language opens many doors and helps us to
see the world through new eyes.
I caught the travel bug at an early age, as I spent much of my childhood travelling and living in different
countries. This sparked my passion for food, architecture and design. I love creating and fixing things,
exploring and discovering hidden treasures, which explains my love of op-shops and redecorating.
I am delighted to be teaching at Blackwood Primary this year.

Room 11 – Ms Chantal Rae
So far within term 2, Room 11 has been involved in many new and exciting learning experiences. From
the beginning of the term, Jess, a pre-service teacher from Flinders University, became a part the
classroom community. Over the past few weeks she has worked in conjunction with Miss Rae and other
subject teachers to facilitate and implement lessons and activities that foster student’s learning and
development.
Throughout the term, the students and Jess have been learning about the colours of the rainbow in
Japanese with Sensei. They learnt the colours of the rainbow, through song, how to make origami using
different colours, and about the celebration of Children’s Day.
Room 11 students have also been exploring fun and creative ways to construct different types of
patterns in numeracy with Jess and Mrs Robson. They have learnt about AB patterns, ABC patterns and
even produced their own pattern formations using collage materials and objects.
Every Friday afternoon, a student takes home Room 11’s stick insects, ZaZa and ZeeZee, for the
weekend. The children record their weekend experience in the class’ scrap book and share this to their
peers on Monday afternoon.
At the beginning of term the children were introduced to a new PYP inquiry unit; Where We Are in Place
and Time. This unit explored student’s personal histories and memories. Students’ learnt about how
their past can help them to understand their personal histories. Together, Miss Rae, Jess and fellow
Junior Primary educators designed and ran a 5 senses learning trail activity. Students were able to use
their 5 senses to explore thunder noises, taste honey, touch feathers, smell popcorn and look at a blue
coloured piece of cardboard. They then drew pictures about what memories these 5 senses made them
think of. We then started exploring our personal histories through listening to picture story books. The
children learnt that not everyone’s personal histories were the same; however, some were similar. This
PYP unit was presented at assembly in week 5. Hosting assembly was a great way for the students to
develop the learner profiles of; risk taker and communicator.
Overall, term 2 has been busy, exciting and interesting and we look forward to what term 3 has in store!
Room 11 – Written by Jess
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How We Express Ourselves – Room 8
During Term 2 Room 8 has been exploring the theme, How
We Express Ourselves, with the central idea, ‘A variety of
techniques are used in advertisements which can influence
people’. As a tuning in experience we had a guest speaker,
David Follett, an illustrator who works for advertising
companies. He spoke about drawing advertisements with
the target audience in mind, the process of creating
drawings for advertisements and the skills he needs to work
in this industry. The children devised their own questions
and asked them during the presentation.
As part of this unit we have been exploring advertising
techniques (tricks) used to persuade people to buy
products including slogans, logos, layout, persuasive
language, target audience, colours used, size, location and
music. We also investigated the different types of
advertisements such as services, events and products.
This week we have visited Barbara in our school Library to
learn more about stereotyping in advertising and how this
is used to convince people to buy products. The students
have used their creativity by designing their own cereal
boxes and students have also interpreted a range of
advertisements from different eras through a gallery walk.
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Where We Are In Place And Time - Room 5
As a part of our inquiry topic , ‘Learning about history helps us to develop an understanding of the
world’, with the other Year 5/6 class, we participated in a special day where we went back to what
school would have been like in 1917.
The uniform policy was very strict on our special day. Girls had to wear dresses down to the knee or
down to their ankles and they were not supposed to show their wrists and ankles. Boys had to wear long
shirts and trousers, or shorts with knee high socks.
Our teachers dressed up as well. They were very,very, strict. Some of us feared that ‘the cane’ could
come down on our desks for inappropriate behaviour. During the maths lesson was when the most
‘canes’ were given. In the maths lesson we had to recite our times tables. If we messed up or stumbled,
Miss A or Mr Keane would whack the ‘cane’ (1 meter ruler) on our desk. We had to use blackboards and
chalk for this lesson.
Before recess Miss A taught a handwriting lesson. People who usually wrote with their left hand had to
write with their right hand. Everyone had to write in proper cursive. In the lesson before lunch Mr Keane
taught a poetry lesson, the poem was called My Country by Dorethea McKeller. The class had to recite
the poem, and then answer questions about it.

After recess we did fitness. It involved Hopscotch and hula hooping. The girls and boys were separated.
The boys went ‘a little’ silly with the hula hooping. In the end they were calmer in Hopscotch. The girls
on the other hand were ‘a bit’ noisy. Hopscotch was really fun, and the hula hooping was as well.
After lunch the boys stayed in our classroom and did some wood work. The girls went next door to the
other classroom and learnt how to stitch a pocket and sew on a button. We all found it a bit sexist with
how the girls had to be split from the boys for certain subjects and activities. We had parents come in
from both classes to help with the after lunch ativities.
Everyone in the class had a fun day full of learning experiences! Following is some feedback from our
class and also some photos of the day.
Written by Lachie, Kimiya, Amelie and Miss A
It was interesting to find out first-hand about school 100 years ago. It was cool because instead of using
laptops and books, we got a lot of information in a fun way. The day was a lot stricter than I thought it
was going to be. Jesse Yr 6
I think kids a long time ago should have been treated better than what they were. Sure, these days’ kids
know how to write neatly and do maths, but a long time ago, they would have done it better. Eva Yr 5
I never realised that kids had to wear so tight clothes. Mia G Yr 5
I was surprised how strict teachers were about how clean you were, and what you were wearing.
Rian Yr5
Our teachers dressed up as well and they were strict and mean, but not really mean. Joe Yr 5
Blackwood Primary School Term 2 Week 6

Page5

Where We Are In Place And Time - Room 5 (Cont.)
I was surprised whenever Miss A or Mr Keane slapped the tables with the ‘cane’ because it was scary and
loud. I didn’t know that the ‘dunce hat’ existed. Alee Yr 5
It must have been really scary back in 1917. Olivia Yr 6
It made me mad how sexist teachers were back then, that boys were ‘superior’. Liam Yr 6
I enjoyed playing Hop Scotch and Hula Hoop outside, and I liked playing Knuckle Bones inside.
Twinkle Yr 5
I’ve realised that 100 years ago, children had it a lot harder than us (the cane, the dunce hat, no
electronics). Asher Yr 6
People thought differently back then. Boys were ‘superior’ to girls. When I told my mum, she said that
back then, women really had to fight for a say (which I think is silly). Ivy Yr 5

Lost Property
Our lost property cupboard is bursting at the seams! If your child has lost an
item of uniform, lunch box or drink bottle, please check the lost property
cupboard inside the main building at the entry gate end of the building.
Any personal smaller items may be kept in the office lost and found draw –
please enquire at the reception desk.
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Beacon Emergency Relief
Beacon is our local relief service, set up by the local churches to
help our locals who are in need.
Beacon has helped a number of our school families and now they
have asked us for some help.
Beacon is in desperate need of any perishable items but especially
milk, sugar, cereals, pasta, soup and spreads.
If you would like to help, there will be a box in the front office for
the donated food.
Beacon is open Wednesday mornings in the Church of Christ,
corner of Shepherds Hill Road Waite Street, Blackwood.
You are welcome to donate food there or receive help yourself.

Veggie Patch Update – calling all green thumbs!
The Blackwood Veggie Patch and orchard is growing well thanks to the efforts of the year 6 and 7 ‘Green
team’, in Jude Brown’s class – the garden is growing and the bees are buzzing!
Last year the veggie patch successfully won an NRM Action Grant, which enabled us to purchase fruit
trees, create a pollination border, and increase the number of the garden beds. This grant has been
further supported with the assistance and guidance of Sam Ryan, an NRM Education Officer who has
been helping mentor the ‘green team’. Our current efforts are on identifying the most effective way to
compost the quantity of green waste that the school creates.
Of course, things would not be blooming so beautifully without the passion and commitment of Jude
Brown, and the assistance of a number of people and organisations. We would like to formally thank:
 Parents and friends who have assisted with numerous working bees
 Leisa Rogers who generously donated the crates for the veggie patch
 Toro who donated hoses and gloves
 Bunnings who donated a collection of seedlings
 Jonique homewares who donated the cable reel which functions as a table
 Brett Grimm Landscape Architect who developed the site plan to support the NRM grant application
process
 Members of the Blackwood community who have donated seeds
We are also incredibly lucky to receive ongoing donations of seedlings from True Value Hardware in
Blackwood, which ensures our garden beds are always full – thank you for your ongoing assistance.
We are currently seeking the assistance from any
green thumbs or retirees who may wish to come and
potter in the garden during the school day – please
contact Pia Grimm on 0419 015 681 or Jude Brown at
school on 8278 5355, if you would like to be involved.
Donations of seeds or pea straw are always gratefully
received.
Please feel free to come and visit the veggie patch the
next time you are at the school!
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Assembly Awards
Congratulations to the following students who received Primary Years Program (PYP) Attitudes Award
Certificates at the Assembly in Term 2.
10.5

Huw

Communicator

Aarushi
Ollie
Ben
Matthew
Joshua
Sabine
Aimee
Oliver
Luke
Jake

Reflective
Risk-Taker
Caring
Thinker
Thinker
Communicator
Thinker
Risk-Taker
Balanced
Reflective

Patrick
Harry
Olivia

Risk-Taker and
Caring
Thinker
Inquirer

Antonio

Risk-Taker

Alee
Kayla
Eric
Yiming
Yo

Principled
Open-Minded
Open-Minded
Open-Minded
Thinker

Sienna
Raphael

Thinker
Principled

Room 10

Chrishella
Emma

Principled
Thinker

Room 12

Charlie
Thomas
Reuben
Olivia

Principled
Risk-Taker
Inquirer
Risk-Taker

Aislinn
Jacob
Maya
Isabella
Aasini
Hunter
Kaajal

Risk-Taker
Risk-Taker
Balanced
Risk-Taker
Caring
Risk-Taker
Caring

Jessica
Sadhbh

Reflective
Knowledgeable

Room 2

Room 3

Room 4

Room 5

Room 6

Room 8

Room 11

Room 13
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Helping other students with their learning when they are unsure of what to
do.
Always looking for ways to improve her work.
Sharing his mother’s day weekend with the whole class.
Helping people in the class.
Using his problem solving skills when working with time.
By trying different ways to solve problems.
By expressing herself clearly and entertaining her audience.
By solving problems creatively and challenging herself with her work.
Giving his best throughout NAPLAN week and in the classroom.
Giving his best in both his learning in the classroom and out.
Making a conscious effort to reflect and improve his learning and work
habits.
Looking after others and taking risks and being persistent in his learning.
Showing initiative and complex thinking in this terms Maths work.
Putting extra time and home learning into her weather documentary
project.
Being able to float between co-ordination groups, and take on different
groups regularly.
Working hard when working with a very close friend.
Taking action and trying hard to improve her learning.
Frequently extending himself during Mathematics lessons.
Doing an excellent job settling into his new class and school.
Always putting thought and care into every learning task and making
connections with ideas.
Showing deep thinking about and with her unit of Inquiry learning.
Always focussing well in class when learning and being an attentive
listener.
Being focussed on learning and always being a supportive friend.
Recalling, in detail, one of her very special memories from her personal
history.
Supporting other class members with their learning.
Making the decision to practise his communication skills to the whole class.
Asking meaningful questions and listening to the answers.
Challenging herself to attempt all new tasks and making great progress in
reading and writing.
Challenging herself to complete her writing and spelling tasks on time.
Having a go at new all tasks and making great progress in writing.
Trying new social and learning opportunities available to her.
Becoming an independent learner with literacy task.
Looking out for peers and initiating social inclusion.
Being willing to take risks with his learning and show8ing a growth mindset.
Always considering others well-being and supporting them to be
successful.
Being able to reflect on her learning and work on positive improvement.
The way she shares her knowledge and understanding about issues with
her peers.
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