NEWSLETTER
Week 3 Term 3 2018
Principal: Phil Garner
Deputy Principal: Kirs Robson

4 Seymour Street, Eden Hills 5050 Phone: 8278 5355

www.blackwoodps.sa.edu.au

An IB school valuing, supporting and inspiring a community of lifelong learners
Important Diary Dates
Friday 17th August
Year 7 Hiragana comp
Farewell Assembly for
Korean students 2.30pm

Monday 20th August
Primary Assembly
Room 3 1.40pm
Wednesday 22 August
District Athletics Day
Thursday 23 August
Roald Dahl Book Week
Performance
Magic Millions Choir
Rehearsal
Friday 24th August
Book Week Parade
9.45am
perhaps
Monday 27 August
JP Assembly
Room 19 1.40pm
Tuesday 28 August
Debating 6.30pm
Pulteney Grammar
Wednesday 29th Aug
Rms 1,2 & 3 Museum
Excursion
Thursday 30th August
Taikoz Music Aviva
Performance
To join, search for
Blackwood PS Scene
in Facebook and click on
the Join button.

Dear Parents and Carers,
As you may be aware, I was absent from school during term two in the
role of External School Review Officer for the Department. I would like
to acknowledge Kris Robson and Amanda Gulliver for their leadership
of the school in my absence. They led the school in an extremely
professional manner working together collaboratively to ensure the
school continued on its improvement journey. Thank you Kris and Amanda
Celebrating School Services Officers in our School
Week 4 is SSO recognition week. Blackwood Primary School is extremely fortunate to
have a team of incredibly talented and dedicated SSOs on our staff. They are all critical
to the smooth running of our school and we would like to thank them for their hard
work and commitment to our school. We will be celebrating their contributions in a
variety of ways during the coming week.
Thank you, Annette, Judy, Linda, Simone, Andrew, Liz, Donna, Sam, Cathy, Vicky &
James.
Lateness to School
We are constantly having students arrive late for school. On average 8-10 students are
late each morning. This not only affects the educational opportunities of these students
but also interrupts the start of the day for the whole class, distracts the office staff when
late students sign in, and creates extra administration work in completing our
attendance module. Being late for school also gives the wrong message about the value
of education and respecting other people’s time and efforts. Please ensure your
children are at school prior to 8.45am.
Uniform
As the weather has turned very cold lately we have noticed that some students are not
meeting our uniform policy requirements. A copy of the uniform policy is available for
viewing on the school website. We ask that you read this policy to check that your
child’s uniform is in line with the policy. We also thank the majority of our school
community who are wearing the Blackwood Primary School uniform correctly. If you are
having any difficulties with uniform please don’t hesitate to contact us for assistance.
Korean Students
Last week we welcomed a group of Korean exchange students to our school. This is the
fifth year that we have been involved in this exchange program. The students are fitting
in well with our school community and our students have been wonderful making them
feel like part of the school. We thank our host families for assisting with this program
and we look forward to getting to know our visitors better over the three weeks that
they are with us.
Parents in Education week 2018 – registrations now open
Register to attend one or more Parents in Education (PiE) week sessions at the Adelaide
Entertainment Centre from Tuesday 28 to Thursday 30 August 2018.
Alternatively attend closer to home at various venues state-wide. Local venues will
either livestream PiE week session/s or host facilitated viewings of recorded sessions
(until Friday 30 November 2018).

Department for Education and Child Development T/A South Australian Government Schools CRICOS Provider Number: 00018A

School Information
Student Absence
8278 5355
If a student is late or
absent, please ring the
office on the above
number before 9am
or

SMS Text
to
0427 016 460
***
Banking Day
Banking day is
TUESDAY
***
Term Uniform Shop
Opening Hours
Monday
8:15 – 9:15
Wednesday 12:45 – 1:30
Friday
8:15 – 9:15
3:00 – 3:45
Ph: 0401 913 830
***
KickStart Breakfast
Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday
& Friday 8:30am
Outside the Canteen
***
Lost and Found
Ensure all items are clearly
labelled so we can return
them to you and check the
lost and found cupboard
for missing items.
***
BPS Playgroup
Thursdays
0 – 4 year olds
9am to 11am
OSHC Room
***
School Tour Days
We offer school tours for
new families & new
students.
Contact Reception on
8278 5355 for the next
tour date and to book.

Meet Our Administration Team
Annette De Koning – Business Manager
My name is Annette and I am the Business Manager here at Blackwood Primary
School. My role is primarily to look after the finance of the school. I have worked
with DECD for 15 years, being based here at Blackwood PS for the last 7 years,
after many years in the finance/banking industry. Like the other members of the
administration team here at Blackwood PS, my job is varied and there is always
plenty to do. I love working in schools and particularly enjoy my time here at
Blackwood PS. There is a real sense of community and caring here at school. In my
spare time I enjoy reading, try and do some exercise, watch films and quality TV
series, go to the footy in the winter (Go Power) and participating in water sports
on the Murray in the summer.

Judy Adami – Library/Reception/ICT
School Services Officers (SSO) often work in a variety of different roles within a
school. You will see me in the Library on Monday - Wednesday where I support
students with their book selection as well as cataloguing and maintaining all school
resources. Thursday & Friday I am receptionist on the front desk. Some of my
other roles include overseeing the ICT network, co-ordinating our International
study tours, homestays and students and co-ordinating Children’s University.
I really enjoy cooking particularly baking cakes, biscuits and slices. I spend a lot
time in my kitchen and help with catering events for family, friends and groups I
belong to. I also enjoy reading and spending time with family and friends.

Linda Bain – Reception/School Secretary
I work on the reception desk from Monday to Wednesdays. My role includes
general administration and secretarial duties which includes enrolments and
meeting all the new families whom enrol or come for a tour. As you will see on
many of the mornings the front office is a buzz of activity for the first hour or so
and every day we learn something new from our day to day activities. I love yoga
and walking the dog, catching up with family and friends on my days off, going to
the movies. I love to try different cultured foods and travelling overseas.

Simone Pedro – Principal Secretary/Classroom Support
My name is Simone Pedro and I am lucky enough to work at the Blackwood
Primary School as an SSO. I began working for the Education Department in 2009
at the Port Lincoln Junior Primary School. Last year my family relocated back from
the country to Adelaide and I started working here at the BPS. My job has a couple
of roles. I do administration tasks at the front desk, I assist students’ learning in the
classroom and I am also secretary to Principal Mr Garner. My job is very rewarding,
especially doing a combination of both classroom and administration work.
Outside of school, I spend the summer time water skiing and jet skiing. I have three
sons who are football mad, so in the winter, my weekends are watching them play
footy and barracking for the Sydney Swans and Norwood.

Andrew Brookfield - ICT
My name’s Andrew and you would have seen me around the school since the start
of last year. My role is the ICT Systems Administrator, basically meaning I look after
anything do with the Internet, computers, servers, iPads - essentially all technology
in the school and I try to maintain it all so it runs smoothly together. I also do this
job at Bellevue Heights Primary School just up the road.
In my personal life, I’m originally from the Wirral in the UK and emigrated at 19 to
be with my partner who I was lucky enough to have a beautiful son with, this April,
named Patrick, who takes up most of my free time these days!
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Andrew Brookfield (continued)
Before that, my free time was mostly taken up with tinkering on my home network with things like
Raspberry Pi computers and gaming – most genres from FPS to strategy to realistic simulators.
I also enjoy reading non-fiction mostly surrounding the World Wars and love Spanish cinema, regularly
attending the annual Spanish Film Festival at the Palace Nova.

BPS Administration Team
(Left to Rights)
Simone Pedro, Linda Bain, Andrew
Brookfield, Annette DeKoning and Judy
Adami

Governing Council Chairperson Report Term 2
Wow, the year is just flying by! It won’t be long, and we can say goodbye to the cold, wet days and start
to enjoy the warmer months again. We are aware that the warmer weather also brings the harsh South
Australian Sun, therefore, in preparation, the Governing Council (GC) have recently approved the new
Sunsmart Policy, the updated document can be viewed on the school website. Since my last GC Chair
update, I can confirm that Governing Council have written to the appropriate authorities in relation to
the car park redevelopment and are fully supporting the school leadership team in their efforts. I am
pleased to say that we are making progress, albeit slow, from the last discussion it is looking very
promising that the work will be fully authorised and the project to begin towards the end of 2018. It is
good to see student numbers continue to rise with pupils joining us throughout the year, and Blackwood
Primary School (BPS) going from strength to strength. Mr. Garner is continuing the Principal school tours
and families viewing BPS like what they see and most enrol their children. The Governing Council
Treasurer, Jason Turner, is working on potential grants for schools. I am pleased to say that the GC have
been successful in securing a small equipment grant from Telstra (thank you Jason), however, we are
0now looking at some larger grants to enhance our children’s learning experience and the school
environment. I look forward to updating you all again later in the year.
Craig Seckerson - Governing Council Chair

Blackwood Primary School

Page3

Room 4 Stepping out of their Comfort Zone
In Term 2, Week 10, we ran our class assembly with students stepping out of their comfort zone and
performing in front of a large audience. It was a great chance to celebrate and share our learning from
the year. Here are some of our favourite moments from the past few weeks…
How the World Works - Blackwood roundabout models
For our ‘How the World Works’ inquiry we walked up
Shepherd’s Hill road to explore our central idea of ‘We
can use design and technology to solve problems in the
community’. We noticed that the Blackwood roundabout
area is a major community issue. This started a process
of planning and designing solutions to this problem. We
also looked at this issue from different perspectives such
as the local council, road workers, & shopkeepers.
SAT representatives
Thank you to Wamui and Mae who were great SAT
representatives for Term 1 and 2. Our new S.A.T
representatives for Term 3 and 4 are Sabine and Wilson
who showed courage and enthusiasm when planning
and delivering their speeches to the class.
Who We Are
Our central idea for our third unit of inquiry was ‘The
human body is an intricate system that is constantly
changing’. Students investigated a variety of body
systems and explored different fitness types. They were
able to choose a fitness type to try and improve over a
few weeks. They gathered data to compare their results
at the end of the unit. Students also planned, carried out
and evaluated through the scientific method, which activity gives you the biggest change in heart rate.
Our final learning experience was creating an exercise plan for an amateur athlete by including exercises
and healthy eating ideas. We were lucky enough to have Mr. Harvey and Bec Wade come in to share
their expertise about fitness and healthy eating respectively.
‘Pass it on’ Story
Towards the end of Term 2, the Middle Primary Classes worked
together with Barbara and John to develop 5 quest-based
narratives. Each class started a story and then it was passed on to
each class to continue it. They turned out great! Our class started
the story titled ‘Maggles and Chichiwowa’.
Where We Are in Place & Time
We have just started this unit but it is shaping up to be an exciting
one. We have started our inquiry by looking at the controversial
local issue of eating recess inside or outside and exploring the
different perspectives people may have. This unit will help
develop student’s curiosity and open-mindedness as well as a
greater understanding of perspective.
Written by Miss Herbert – Room 4 Teacher
Blackwood Primary School
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SAPSSA - School Sport Australia Swimming Championships in Hobart
On the 25th to 31st of July Tahli, Alicia and Hugo went to the School Sport Australia Swimming
Championships in Hobart, Tasmania for SA.
We had to be at the airport by 4:30am for team photos. Our plane left at 6:30am and stopped at
Melbourne on the way. Then went straight to Hobart airport. We had to do a training session at the pool
straight after we arrived to get used to the water and pool.
Day 1 of competition
The day after we arrived was the start of the competition Alicia and Tahli raced that day and got into the
finals for 100m breaststroke. Alicia and Tahli both came 6th. Hugo was at the snowy Mt Wellington while
the girls were swimming. Alicia also did the 50m butterfly and didn’t get into the finals but she came 12 th
overall.
Day 2 of competition
Alicia did a 200m Individual Medley, 50m freestyle and 100m backstroke. She came 7th in the 200m IM,
9th in the 50m freestyle missing out on the final by 0.01 seconds and 10 th in the 100m backstroke. Now to
Hugo in the 50 freestyle he came 16th and 10th in the 100m backstroke.
Day 3
We had an excursion to Port Arthur Historic Site. We learnt about the convicts who stayed there and how
Port Arthur treated them. We also went on a boat cruise around the Isle of the Dead.
Day 4
Tahli and Alicia did 50 breaststroke and they both got into the final. Tahli came 4 th and Alicia came 7th.
That day was also the medley relay and Tahli’s team came 5 TH Hugo’s team came 7th and Alicia’s team
came 5th.
Day 5
Alicia and Hugo both did the 50 backstroke and Alicia got into the final but Hugo didn’t overall Alicia
came 4th only just missing out on a medal and overall Hugo came 10th. Alicia also did 100m freestyle and
came 12 overall which means she didn’t get into the final.
Day 6 final day
Alicia was in the 4×50m freestyle relay and her team came 4 th. She also did the 8×50m freestyle relay
and her team came 7th. Hugo did the 4×50m freestyle relay and came 8th. He also did the 10×50m
handicap relay and they came 4th. Tahli did the backstroke in 10×50m handicap relay and her team got a
gold medal in that race. Both Alicia and Tahli didn’t get to go to Mt Wellington. Their flight got delayed
so they arrived in Adelaide at 10:30pm instead of 10:00pm.
Writtten by Talia and Alicia – Room 9

Tahli doing breaststroke and children visiting Pt Arthur Historic Site on excursion day
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Rooms 19 and 20 visit the Aviation and Railway Museums
On Friday the 29th of June as part of our Unit of Inquiry – ‘Where
We Are in Place and Time’, Rooms 19 & 20 visited the Aviation and
Railway Museums at Port Adelaide. We were focusing on how
transport has changed over time and how these changes have
impacted people’s lives.
At the Aviation Museum we had the opportunity to see how
aircraft have changed over time and the effect that these changes
have had on people. We saw the stages of evolution that the
aircraft have gone through from early flying machines carrying 2
people to the modern airlines of today. We were also able to look at
prominent South Australians and the part they had played in war time,
along with a modern fighter jet.
Our visit to the Railway Museum gave us the opportunity to focus on how
rail travel has changed. We were able to explore the history of rail travel
from the first broad gauge railway from Goolwa to Port Elliot which was
horse drawn, connecting Murray River trade with ocean shipping in 1854,
until rail travel today. At both of these
venues we explored how the changes
had brought change to people’s lives.
The children appreciated the hands on
experience of climbing into these modes of transport and getting a
feel for what it would have been like. For our summative task the
children recorded their understanding of the central idea with a
labelled diagram of a future technological invention they had
designed, and an explanation of how it will impact people’s lives.

Blackwood Primary welcomes students from South Korea
On Tuesday 31 July, 100 students from Cheongju
Province, South Korea arrived in Adelaide on a study
tour. Blackwood Primary School is hosting 6 students,
3 girls and 3 boys and they are in year 6 & 7. While at
BPS they are staying with 6 of our families. During
their time with us they will experience school and
home life in Australia and continue to improve their
English as they learn about our Australian culture.

Last Friday they all enjoyed the excursion to
Cleland Wildlife Park where they were able to pat
koalas and kangaroos. During an education
session they also learnt about and were able to
touch a snake, thorny devil and ring tail possum.
Next week they will go on an excursion to the
City and Central Market. Our families also had a
combined BBQ tea at Craigburn PS with their Korean students and host families.
While here, they join in regular family life with their host family which includes some sightseeing at the
weekends. They leave Adelaide on Saturday 18 August.
It is a wonderful experience for both our visitors and BPS students as we interact with people from
different cultures.
A special thank you to our homestay families for their willingness and enthusiasm in hosting our
international visitors.
Blackwood Primary School
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Assembly Awards
Congratulations to the following students who received the recent Primary Years Program (PYP) IB
Learner Profile Awards.
Room 1
Room 2

Room 3

Room 4

Room 5

Room 6

Room 7

Room 8

Mia
Josh
Zoe
Eliza
Lucas
Caden

Reflective
Caring
Principled
Reflective
Communicator
Inquirer

Maia

Inquirer

Dorothy

Caring

Arnav
Nicholas
Daksh
Mia-Rose

Thinker
Communicator
Knowledgeable
Risk-Taker

Leonora
Benjamin

Inquirer
Thinker

Jack
Kyra

Open-minded
Principled

Chase
Wilson

Risk-taker
Risk-taker

Fayyaz
Lucy

Thinker
Inquirer/Caring

Jenae
Lucas

Communicator
Knowledgeable

Cynthia
Jessica
Daniel
Mia
Jacob

Reflective
Risk-Taker
Knowledgeable
Caring
Reflective

Georgina
Olivia

Inquirer
Principled

Kimiya

Balanced

Esther
Matthew
Asher
Nahyan
Mitch
Lauren
Maya
Kira
Skya
Nathaniel
Brodie
Tahlia

Principled
Balanced
Knowledgeable
Principled
Communicator
Open-Minded
Caring
Thinker
Risk-Taker
Principled
Principled
Caring
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Always considering ways to improve her learning.
Looking out for his classmates and helping them with their behaviour.
Working hard on her learning and being respectful towards others.
Carefully reflecting upon her learning and creating thoughtful goals.
Clearly and thoughtfully sharing his ideas with others.
Showing curiosity by asking interesting questions and seeking out the
answers.
Asking interesting questions during inquiry learning and taking action by
creating her own item using natural materials.
Always thinking about other class members and willingly helping her peers
when they need a problem solved.
Thinking deeply about science concepts and clearly recording his learning.
Clearly sharing his thoughts and ideas while being open to new ideas.
Exploring a range of concepts with enthusiasm.
Courageously trying new experiences even when she thinks they might be
too challenging.
Being inquisitive and thorough in her learning.
Taking responsibility for his learning and using persistence with difficult
tasks.
Listening politely to others and respecting their ideas.
Being responsible with her learning, keeping the class organised and
respectfully helping her peers.
Overcoming challenges in his classroom learning and physical education.
Presenting his SAT speech enthusiastically and courageously in front of the
class.
Thinking critically and making connections in his body system project.
Including others in her group and enjoying and challenging herself in her
learning.
Collaborating with others and expressing her ideas confidentially.
Using his prior knowledge of learning tasks to give help and feedback to
classmates.
Checking and editing her work to find ways to improve it.
Fearlessly attempting learning tasks in maths.
Applying his prior knowledge of fitness to our unit of Inquiry.
Having a helpful nature and friendly attitude towards students and staff.
Realising problems he has had in his learning and working hard to improve
them.
Setting and following through on personal learning goals.
Consistently giving excellent effort towards her learning and always
following instructions.
Giving excellent efforts towards various areas of her schooling and being a
helpful student.
Giving extra effort towards her learning and always following instructions.
Keeping up to date with his class work and home learning.
Sharing his thoughts and ideas with his teacher and the class.
Always being on task in her maths inquiry assignment.
Working really hard on organising his verbal Book Talk.
Being willing to work with others and listen to their points of view.
Handling sensitive issues in a mature and kind way.
Always remembering to bring the “board’ to simple subject lessons.
Stepping out of her comfort zone in social situations.
Completing tasks with care and staying on task.
Approaching all learning with an attitude to learn and succeed.
Making sure all students that you work with are included and felt valued.
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Continuation of Assembly Awards
Room 9
Room 14

Room 16

Room 17

Room 18

Room 19

Room 20

Kelvin
Inara
Amon
Isabel
Imogen
Lily

Knowledgeable
Thinker
Risk-Taker
Reflective
Caring
Communicator

Aakash

Reflective

David

Risk-Taker

Nadia
Alba

Risk-Taker
Thinker

Lachlan
Billy

Risk-Taker
Thinker

Annalise
Tilly
Oscar

Caring
Risk-Taker
Principled

Cathy
Mathew

Caring
Balanced

Tristan
Asher
Henry
Kalani

Risk-Taker
Risk-Taker
Thinker
Inquirer

Regularly contributing to class discussions.
Often having mature ideas to share.
Participating in class activities even when he feels unsure of the task.
Thinking back on her actions and working towards constant improvement.
Always keeping an eye out for her classmates and helping when she can.
Speaking in front of an audience more confidently and answering
questions during sharing time.
Starting to be reflective with your learning and working towards achieving
your personal best.
Developing many attributes of a learner and gaining confidence to be a
risk-taker each day.
Successfully jumping into the learning pit in John’s Oral Language group.
Using effective strategies to solve problems in our Back to Front Maths
groups.
Successfully jumping into the learning pit in John’s Oral language group.
Using effective strategies to solve problems in our Back to Front Maths
groups.
Consistently showing respect and kindness towards others.
Always having a go and putting good effort into all tasks and challenges.
Showing consideration to all classmates and also maintain focus on his
studies.
Looking after students who are new or alone.
Maintaining focus on his lessons and keeping active and healthy in
playtimes.
Being more confident taking risks with is learning and sharing his ideas.
Being more confident taking risks with new learning.
Thinking deeply and critically when problem solving.
Being inquisitive and asking questions.

Social Workers on Placement here at Blackwood PS
Our names are Angela Agostinetto and Astrid Lu we are
completing our Masters of Social Work at Flinders
University, and will be undergoing our first placement at
Blackwood Primary School during Terms 3 and 4. Angela
lives in the local community and Astrid is an international
student from Taiwan. We are here to provide support for
students to assist their overall wellbeing and learning.

OSHC Vacation Holidays
We had lots of fun this past vacation care. The kids had fun with
Nature play, roasting marshmallows and making damper, getting
creative with winter craft, cooking up a storm of winter warmers, and
had an exciting time when
we turned our OSHC into our
very own Disneyland!
Our next vacation care
period is 1st of October – 12th
of October – the program
will be released later this
term.
Sarah Marshall - OSHC
Director
Blackwood Primary School
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Parents & Friends Committee
Parents and Friends have some exciting events happening
this term. P&F strive to hold exciting, enjoyable and
memorable events for our school and even for our wider
school community.

P&F Meetings
ALL PARENTS & FRIENDS
WELCOME
Tuesday 4th September 2018,
6.30pm Staff Rm
Meetings held weeks 2 & 7 of each term

EVENTS
Father’s Day stall - July
Family Camp out – 15th September
Comfort fire – 27th of October

Our primary focus for 2018 is to transform the courtyard area
between the Music & Japanese rooms, main building, and
reception classes. We hope to have a Japanese inspired
useable outdoor learning area that can be utilised all year
round.

Parents and Friends Committee welcome everyone
in our school community to come and join our
wonderful committee.
Even if you cannot attend the meetings we strongly
encourage you to get involved by volunteering to
help at events or helping to run them. We often need
help with things like cooking or helping at our
sausage sizzles, donations for our events or you
can even help by attending our events.
If you can assist in anyway please do not hesitate to
contact us on links below.

Some of our upcoming events are as follows;

Family Camp out
The annual ‘Family Camp Out’ will be held this year on
the 15th of September. Notes were sent home last week
but if you require another please see the Front office staff
or see our Facebook post.
We are hoping that the weather will hold out on us (fingers
crossed) to give us a lovely experience in spring!! Our
event has previously been held in winter and many
families have attended enjoying the atmosphere of a
camping on the school grounds, with a warm campfire
and roasting marshmallows.
We’d love to see you at our event so be sure to book your campsite now!

Father’s day Stall
On the first week of school this term, Parents and Friends committee held their annual Father’s
Day Stall on Thursday 26th and Friday 27th of July. All classes attend the stall over this time and
took home their ‘Wish List’ for ordering. Orders were placed last week and we’d like to thank
everyone that has ordered. Wrapping of the gifts will happen the week prior to the special day,
with students to bring home their specially chosen gifts for dad or grandfathers.

Check out the community notice board at the front of school and the whiteboard near the
Japanese room (across from main building girl’s toilets) for event information and upcoming
meetings
8278 5355 – Amy

dl.0565.pandf@schools.sa.edu.au

https://www.facebook.com/groups/BPSScene/

Blackwood Primary School
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