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Important Diary 
Dates  

 

 

Friday 8th September 
Premiers Reading 

Challenge Ends 
 

Tuesday 12th September 
Finance Committee Mtg 

Staffroom 5pm 
 

Governing Council Mtg 
Staffroom 6pm 

 

Saturday 16th September 
P&F Comfort Fire Night 

 

Week 9 & 10 
starting 

Monday 18th September 
Student Led Conference 

Bookings ONLINE 
 

Tuesday 19th September 
Rooms 6&7 

PYP Exhibition 

 

Thursday 21st September 
Children’s University 

Graduation 6pm 
Bonython Hall  

 

22nd September 
Whole School Assembly 

Ashby Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2017 NAPLaN - The best ever results for students 
 at Blackwood Primary 
 

Parents of our year 3, 5 and 7 students received their children’s  
2017 NAPLaN results last Friday. 

 
We are all very proud of our student’s achievement across all areas, with results 
showing the highest achievement in Reading and Numeracy. 
 

Our Year 3 students achieved the highest ever results for our school in Reading 
and Numeracy since the beginning of NAPLaN testing. We also had the most year 
3 students in the high bands (bands 5 and 6) with 64% achieving in Reading and 
49% in Numeracy. 
 

Our Year 5 students also achieved the highest ever results for our school in 
Reading and Numeracy since the beginning of NAPLaN testing. We also had the 
most year 5 students in the high bands (bands 7 and 8) with 50% achieving in 
Bands 7 and 8 in Reading and 25% in Numeracy. 
 
 

Our Year 7 students also achieved the highest ever results for our school in 
Reading and Numeracy since the beginning of NAPLaN testing. We also had the 
most year 7 students in the high bands (bands 8 and 9) with 48% achieving in 
Bands 8 and 9 in Reading and 48% in Numeracy. 
 
 

Students, teachers, SSOs, parents and community members have all been 
working hard to improve the quality of the teaching and learning at our school. 
This combined and determined effort has proven to be the driving force in 
student improvement. Thank you to everyone for your incredible efforts in 
ensuring we provide a high quality education at Blackwood Primary School. Well 
done everyone. 

 

Sun Smart Policy 
 

We would like to remind Parents/Caregivers that as of 1st September each year 
students are required to wear a wide brimmed or legionnaire type hat whenever 
they are involved in outside activities. 
 

A copy of the Blackwood Primary School Sun Smart Policy is available on the 
Blackwood Primary school website at 
http://www.blackwoodps.sa.edu.au/information/Policies/Sunsmart%20Policy.pdf 
 

http://www.blackwoodps.sa.edu.au/
http://www.blackwoodps.sa.edu.au/information/Policies/Sunsmart%20Policy.pdf
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Room 1 and 2 Excursion 
 

On Wednesday, August 
the 9th room 1 and 2 
went on an excursion to 
the Jeannie Baker 
Exhibition at the 
Adelaide Botanic 
Gardens.  
 

Jeannie Baker is the 
author of the book 
Circle. She has written 
lots of books and uses 
collages to illustrate her 
stories. We saw some of her original collages and drafts. We had to use 
magnifying glasses to guess what she used to make the pictures. 
 

We also had a tour of the wetlands. We learned how the water gets filtered 
and the gunk sinks to the bottom and then the water is almost clean enough 
to drink. The water is then used to water the gardens. The storage pond is so 
deep that it could fit a really tall crane in it! 
 

We then walked to the State Library of South Australia. At the library we did 
some work about another of Jeannie Baker’s books – Belonging. We then got 
to use materials like pebbles, wool, laminate and string to make a collage of 
our own special places. Then caught the bus back to school. 
 

By Oliver D, Ben D and Skyla C – Room 1 

 

 

  

School Information 
 

 

Student Absence 
8278 5355 

If a student is late or 
absent, please ring the 

office on the above 
number before 9am  

or  

SMS Text  
to  

0427 016 460 
 

*** 
Banking Day 
Banking day is  

TUESDAY 
 

*** 
Term Uniform Shop 

Opening Hours 
Monday            8:15 – 9:15 
Wednesday    12:45 – 1:30 
Friday            8:15 – 9:15 
            3:00 – 3:45 

Ph: 0401 913 830 
 

*** 
KickStart Breakfast 

Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday  

& Friday 8:30am 
Outside the Canteen 

 
*** 

Lost and Found 
Ensure all items are clearly 
labelled so we can return 

them to you and check the 
lost and found cupboard 

for missing items. 
 

*** 
BPS Playgroup 

Thursdays 
0 – 4 year olds  
9am to 11am 
OSHC Room 

 
*** 

School Tour Days 
We offer school tours for 

new families & new 
students. 

Contact Reception on   
8278 5355 for the next 
tour date and to book.  

If your child is away from school for any 
reason or they are late. 

Did you know that you can 
SMS Text 0427 016 460 

the school with your child’s name, their 
class and reason for absence/lateness. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCIqYpvnNyMcCFWPlpgodt04OaA&url=http://ellaecreative.com/did-you-know-10-technology-and-brand-firsts-from-around-the-world-and-nigeria/&ei=oqreVYq_DOPKmwW3nbnABg&psig=AFQjCNHbMXa66VWH-JA09rTTPUk5Dv0Q_A&ust=1440742385621045
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Junior Primary Book Week Celebrations 
 
To celebrate the end of our Unit of Inquiry about stories, the three 
Reception/Year One classes used this year’s Book Week theme Escape to 
Anywhere to celebrate children’s literature. We had a wonderful array of 
costumes ranging from The Doughnut of Doom to the Big Bad Wolf from 
the Three Little Pigs. 
 
Last week in Book Week I dressed up as Greg Heffly from The Diary of  a 
Whimpy Kid. Mum brought a white t-shirt and black shorts. We bought 
white cardboard and supplies to make a Greg Heffly mask. Dad drew a 
design of Greg’s face. When I woke up I put my clothes on and I was so 
excited and got ready for school. I put my mask on and went to school and 
had so much fun with all of the JP kids and teachers.  

Written by Hunter C 
 
I dressed up as a Zoo Keeper and I bought tigers in to school and we built a 
home for my tigers. After the roll I went to the office because I was Star of 
the Day. Then it was recess and I ate, then I played soccer with Flynn. We 
won the game.  

Written by Ethan L 
 
On Thursday it was Book Week and I dressed up as Chook Doolan, he had a 
blue shirt and black jumper and black jeans. He is a soccer player and I felt 
happy.  

Written by Flynn F 
 

   
 

SSO Week 
I would like to thank all our professional team of School Support Officers for their continued great work 
and contribution to help our school in all the areas of Administration, Library, Class Support, ICT and 
Grounds. 
 

Their help in these areas contribute to the success of our students during their education here at 
Blackwood Primary School.  
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Marine Discovery Centre Excursion – Room 8 
 

On Wednesday August 16th our class went to the Marine Discovery 
Centre at Henley Beach. We went there because we are learning 
about Sharing the Planet and the shelled animals in the oceans. The 
volunteers who came with us to help were Yo’s mum, Riley’s mum 
and Isabel’s mum. We travelled there on a private bus. 
 

It was a really long bus trip but it was still fun as I played “I-spy’ with 
Isabel and her mum. When we got there we down on the bench to 
listen to our guide, Karno, who explained the rules. Some of the rules 
for the day were: don’t tap or touch the fish tanks and don’t do quick 
moves with your arms otherwise you may scare the living creatures 
inside the centre.  
 

After hearing the rules we went inside to the centre. We sat down 
and watched a PowerPoint about rubbish and then we watched 
another presentation with the Professor. This was the same 
professor that went to my birthday at the gallery. After this we went outside to have recess. 
 

After recess we got a clipboard, a pencil and a sea creature sheet to tick all the sea creatures that we 
find on the beach. I found a razor shell on the sand so I asked if I could pick it up. I was allowed to pick it 
up to look at it and then I put it back. After an hour of beach combing we went back to the Marine 

Discovery Centre to eat our lunch. After this we 
had some time to play outside. Then we got into 
groups to do some rotation activities in the 
centre. We learnt about sea creatures and got to 
use some microscopes to look at shells and other 
creatures from the sea. We also learnt about 
some of the tools the Karna people used on the 
beach. At the end Karno played the digeridoo for 
us. The excursion was really fun and I enjoyed it. 
My favourite part was going to the beach. 

Gabi – Year 03 Room 8 
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Team 2 – Jeanie Baker Botanical Wetlands Excursion Room 2 
 

Team 2 have been working extremely hard this 
term and every term! We thoroughly enjoyed our 
assembly which gave a brief rundown of our work 
so far. This included lots of maths work to do with 
fractions, number lines, place value and area. We 
are having lots of hands on fun with this also.  
 

We have been concentrating on our Unit of 
Inquiry too which consists of ‘Sharing the Planet’. 
We focussed on eco-systems, food chains and 
how we as humans impact our beautiful planet. 
We went on, not one, but two excursions this 
term! Our first one was to the State Library where 
we concentrated on the exhibition from Jeannie 
Baker. We made our own little collages which will 
be displayed in the State Library for the next month, so please have a look! We then went to the Botanic 
Park and focussed on the wetlands, we all learnt so much about where water comes from, how it is 
cleaned and all the organisms that we help in our everyday life. It truly was fascinating.  

 

Team 2 then had the privilege of going to the Marine Discovery 
Centre down at Henley Beach! We went with Room 3 and what a 
windy day it was! We nearly got blown away by all the awesome 
bubbles on the beach but in between that we did some 
investigating on the beach to see what we could find! We also 
learnt all about animals and the marine systems, it was truly 
wonderful and such an experience.  
 

Team 2 work so hard and we are all very proud of each other’s 
efforts within the classroom and outside of the classroom. Well 
done to everyone. Miss Finnie, Miss Gulliver and Team 2!! 
 

T =Tolerance, E = Enthusiasm, A = Attitude, M = Mindset and 2 = two brilliant teachers!!! 
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Assembly Awards 
 

Congratulations to the following students who received Primary Years Program (PYP) Attitudes Award 
Certificates. 

 
 
  

Room1 Kira Caring Looking after a student who was stuck in the gully. 

Ava Knowledgeable Sharing her excellent knowledge of history during our work on explorers. 

James Caring Being a good friend for new students in the class. 

Room 2 
 

Sarah Risk Taker Exploring new ideas within unit of Inquiry. 

Caitlin Communicator Expressing herself confidently within class. 

Room 3 Jack Communicator Sharing ideas and working collaboratively with others. 

Wilson Caring Helping others and showing genuine concern when they are hurt. 

Ollie Knowledgeable Using a range of learnt strategies to produce high quality written work. 

Room 4 Charlotte Risk Taker Taking risks in her learning and setting in well to a new school. 

Mitchell Thinker Thinking deeply and showing determination when solving problems in his 
learning. 

Shailea Inquirer Being naturally curious and enjoying her learning in our inquiry. 

Milcah Inquirer Showing enjoyment, curiosity and independence in her learning. 

Room 5 Liam Risk Taker Trying to lead the class when there was no teacher (during a provocation). 

Olivia Balance Managing herself all week both academically and socially. Great effort! 

Ashleigh Reflective Completing a very detailed account of an inquiry provocation. 

Room 6 Suyeon Risk Taker Taking on extra challenges in both mathematics and PYP Exhibition tasks. 

Isabel Inquirer Being highly enthusiastic and organised with her PYP Exhibition. 

Rohan Thinker Putting a lot of focus into his Mathematical thinking and using patterns to 
find answers. 

Room 7 Xavier Thinker Working through problems in mathematic in a creative and systematic 
way. 

Kane Risk Taker Having the confidence to try new approaches to problem solving in 
mathematics. 

Dylan Thinker Finding different and creative ways to solve problems in mathematics. 

Jack Principled Approaching all work in a positive and confident manner. 

Room 8 Kelly Thinker Applying thought and effort with her maths learning. 

Dylan Balanced Making balanced choices with his learning and doing a variety of 
interesting tasks. 

Riley Communicator Always sharing his learning and ideas with others in a confident and 
enthusiastic manner. 

Room 9 Frankie Risk Taker Immersing herself in all tasks and utilising problems solving strategies 
when faced with learning challenges. 

Ethan Communicator Increased engagement and participation in class discussions. 

Duncan Risk Taker Diligently building his stamina in reading. 

Room 10 James Risk Taker Showing commitment to all tasks and new, challenging experiences. 

River Caring Always conducting himself with integrity and maintaining fairness and 
honesty in class. 

Max Reflective Showing commitment to your learning and setting goals. 

Room 11 Pim Knowledgeable Sharing her ideas and knowledge about weather and animals in our PYP 
unit of Inquiry. 

Hunter Risk Taker Accepting learning challenges and exploring new concepts with 
determination and focus. 

Lizzie Risk Taker Persisting with learning challenges and giving writing and reading activities 
a red hot go. 
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Assembly Awards (Continued) 

 
 

Eisteddfod 
 

Many thanks to parents, students and staff for supporting the Mitcham Hills Mini Eisteddfod held in 
Ashby Hall last Sunday. Now in its 11th year, the Eisteddfod is a great opportunity for our music 
students to showcase their talents in a competitive but fun and safe environment. There were over 80 
students from Blackwood and Eden Hills Primary schools taking part in numerous categories for solo 
piano, piano duets and trios, own composition and strings. The afternoon finished with a wonderful 
performance from the Festival Choir, conducted by Jodie Bartlett. Included in the entry fee was a 
donation to Rotary’s campaign to End Polio, which together with the proceeds from the BBQ , kindly 
provided by the Rotary Club of Glenelg, and the refreshments, totalled approximately $330. This is 
matched by the Melinda and Bill Gates Foundation 2:1, making a very creditable $1000. 
Although the Eisteddfod is a competition and I encourage the children to achieve their absolute best, it 
is very important to me that they enjoy taking part, feel comfortable having a go and have fun making 
music. Everyone has tried really hard all term and there were many personal success stories. Winners on 
the day included: 
 

Nicholas:    solo elementary piano 
Mae:   solo early intermediate piano  
Lauren:  solo intermediate piano a  
Isabel:   solo intermediate piano b 
Inara:   solo beginner strings 
Lucy, Cassie and Mae:  piano trio 

By Sarah Walsh - Piano Teacher 
 

Lost Property 
 

Our lost property cupboard is bursting at the seams! If your child has lost an item of uniform, lunch box 
or drink bottle, please check the lost property cupboard inside the main 
building at the entry gate end of the building. 
 

Any personal smaller items may be kept in the office lost and found draw – 
please enquire at the reception desk. 

  

Room 12 Lily Risk Taker Always challenging herself with reading and writing tasks and making get 
progress through reading levels. 

Jake Risk Taker Challenging himself to learn all of the Oxford List Words and finishing 
them, so he improved his reading and has made good progress. 

Tilly Risk Taker Always having a go at all reading and writing tasks, and moving on lots of 
levels. 

Maeve Risk Taker Always having a go at all reading and writing tasks to make great progress 
in both areas. 

Room 13 Zoe Inquirer Being persistent in mastering work in Too Smart Maths and learning to 
finger knit. 

Michala Inquirer Being persistent with her learning. 

Cale Inquirer Always being curious and try to find out more. 

Ryan Principled Accepting responsibility for himself and his interactions with others. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiQvd6DjIPWAhUIwFQKHQtgANwQjRwIBw&url=http://www.canstockphoto.com/piano-keyboard-and-3d-music-notes-16588450.html&psig=AFQjCNFUBvjOnGPB8nCEm7CDsYdnfETKCw&ust=1504324592350318
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwj1_6_PkajUAhVLopQKHTaED6oQjRwIBw&url=http://beaulyprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/&psig=AFQjCNGBODVXQey252ti4NOCN3k_t79Lsg&ust=1496801307920947
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Parents & Friends Committee 
 

P&F are well into the year now with loads of great family 
events coming up…we hope to see the school 
community and friends out and a bout at our events. 
 

Parents & Friends are well on the way to our fundraising 
goal of $8000. Thus far we have raised approximately 
$6000 and we’d like to thank you for all the support in 
achieving this great outcome so far. Here are some of 
the things that have been happening to achieve this 
goal… 

School Disco 
P&F annual school disco was held 
on 11th August with a Hollywood 
theme. Thanks to all that attended 
our evening it was a great night had 
by all. The students were dressed 
up in their favourite movie star 
outfits and looked great. P&F held 
prizes for the Best Dressed and 
Best Dance and we’d like to thank 
all that dressed up for our disco, 
including Ms Finnie. Very BIG thank 
you to Somers Entertainment & DJ 
Matt for bring music into the 
student’s life and fun games that were played at the evening. 

Comfort Fire Evening 
September 16th from 5pm til 9:30pm Enjoy the 
atmosphere of the crackling fire in the Gully of the 
school grounds (entry via back gate, off 
Beaconsfield Rd).Bring your family & friends, 
a camp chair, BYO Non-alcoholic drinks and 
marshmallows to roast.  
Sausage Sizzle from 5:30-6pm pre-order(notes can 
be sort from front office if needed) 

 CUA COLOUR FUN RUN
We’re holding the CUA School Fun-Run as a 
second major fundraising event this year!  The event will be held on November 10th 2017.This is a 
sponsorship based fundraiser, going towards Stage 2 redevelopment of the Parkour playground. The 
CUA School Fun-Run is a healthy fundraiser that we hope you’ll get behind. The event sends the right 
message to students about having fun while getting involved and being active. We’re looking for all 
students to participate and we’re organising a great day for our community, so we’d love our parents and 
friends to come down on the day. Keep your eyes peeled for the sponsorship forms which will be sent 
home with your child. Students who raise $10 or more will receive a reward and just by jumping online, 
your family has the chance to win a $30,000 Ultimate Family Experience! 
Thanks for supporting your child’s wellbeing and we hope to see you at school for the event.  

     

P&F Meetings 

-ALL PARENTS ASND FRIENDS 

WELCOME 

5th of September 6pm Staff room 

Upcoming events 

Fathers Day Wrapping w/c 28th August 

Comfort Fire Evening 16th September 

Sponsored Fun (Colour) 10th November 

Rotary Fair 12th November 

P&F Contact: 8278 5355 Amy or email 
dl.0565.pandf@schools.sa.edu.au

mailto:dl.0565.pandf@schools.sa.edu.au
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