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Week 9 Term 3 2018
Principal: Phil Garner
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An IB school valuing, supporting and inspiring a community of lifelong learners
Important Diary Dates
Tuesday 25 September
State Athletics Day
Thursday 27 September
Community Sports Day
Friday 28 September
End Term 3
School Finish 3.20pm

Term 4
Monday 15 October
STUDENT FREE DAY
Tuesday 16 October
Start TERM 4
Monday 22 October
Primary Assembly
Room 5
Ashby Hall 1.40pm
perhaps
Tuesday
23 October
P&F Meeting
Staffroom 6-7pm
Saturday 27 October
P&F Comfort Fire
Monday 29 October
JP Assembly
Room 14
Ashby Hall 1.40pm
Tuesday 30 October
Governing Council Mtg
6pm Staffroom
Monday 1 November
Outdoor Classroom Day

Dear Parents/Caregivers
Excellent NAPLaN results for students at Blackwood Primary
Parents of our year 3, 5 and 7 students received their children’s
2018 NAPLaN on Friday.
We are all very proud of our student’s achievement across all areas, with results
showing high achievement in Reading and Numeracy.
Our Year 3 students achieved excellent results in Reading and Numeracy with most
year 3 students in the high bands (bands 5 and 6) with 58% achieving in Reading and
42% in Numeracy.
Our Year 5 students also achieved the high results in Reading and Numeracy) with
41% achieving in Bands 7 and 8 in Reading and 33% in Numeracy.
Our Year 7 students also achieved high results in Reading and Numeracy with 38%
achieving in Bands 8 and 9 in Reading and 44% in Numeracy.
Teachers, SSOs, parents and community members have all been working hard to
improve the quality of the teaching and learning at our school. This combined and
determined effort from students has proven to be the driving force in student
improvement. Thank you to everyone for your incredible efforts in ensuring we
provide a high quality education at Blackwood Primary School. Well done everyone.

LEARNING STYLES: Exposing the Myths
Are there such things as ‘Visual Learners’ or ‘Auditory Learners?’ What does the
science say?
The idea that different people have different learning styles is actually a
misconception that has become widespread. A 2012 survey of teachers from the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom, for example, found that more than 90%
believed in different learning styles. In fact, although people may have personal
preferences as to how they take in information, it’s untrue that an individual learns
better through any one particular set of sensory cues.
In 2008, an extensive review by cognitive psychologist Dr Harold Pashler and
colleagues from the University of California, San Diego assessed decades of research
and found no evidence to support the idea that an individual learns more effectively
when teaching is tailored to a particular style.
The misconception that they do “is based on a valid research finding, namely that
visual, auditory, and kinaesthetic information is processed in different parts of the
brain”, explained the authors of the UK-Netherlands study. During learning as in
many other brain activities, these brain areas work with each other rather than in
isolation. There is no evidence, however, that these areas work ‘better’ in some
people than others to determine overall how each person learns best.

Department for Education and Child Development T/A South Australian Government Schools CRICOS Provider Number: 00018A

School Information
Student Absence
8278 5355
If a student is late or
absent, please ring the
office on the above
number before 9am
or

SMS Text
to
0427 016 460
***
Banking Day
Banking day is
TUESDAY
***
Term Uniform Shop
Opening Hours
Monday
8:15 – 9:15
Wednesday 12:45 – 1:30
Friday
8:15 – 9:15
3:00 – 3:45
Ph: 0401 913 830
***
KickStart Breakfast
Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday
& Friday 8:30am
Outside the Canteen
***
Lost and Found
Ensure all items are clearly
labelled so we can return
them to you and check the
lost and found cupboard
for missing items.
***
BPS Playgroup
Thursdays
0 – 4 year olds
9am to 11am
OSHC Room
***
School Tour Days
We offer school tours for
new families & new
students.
Contact Reception on
8278 5355 for the next
tour date and to book.

***
To join, search for
Blackwood PS Scene
in Facebook and click on
the Join button.

Governing Council Chairperson Report Term 3
The future is looking very bright for Blackwood Primary School, we are nearing our
maximum number of pupils for 2019 with over 70 reception children starting in the
new year. I can confirm that we have added another 2 classrooms taking us from
15 to 17 classrooms. We should all be very proud to have a school with excellent
staff, great pupils and in a fantastic environment that parents want their children
to attend.
Recently an action group consisting of pupils, staff, governors and the leadership
team was set up to look at the school site, and plan the development of the
environment outside of the classroom over the next 5 years. The action group is
looking to enhance the school grounds through interactive play and outside
enrichments for our children, the vision is to utilise and make more of the fantastic
surroundings and privileged grounds the school is set in.
I have some good news regarding the car park, BPS recently received
communication from the local authorities and they have agreed to carry out the
long-awaited upgrade works. We have work to do between now and the proposed
start date, but we believe if all goes to plan the contract should be carried out
during this year’s Christmas break. I can confirm we didn’t get everything we asked
for, however, the school is happy with the final proposal and is now looking
forward to the new, improved and safer car park area.
Craig Seckerson - Governing Council Chair

Blackwood Primary Virtues Class
Come and join the Blackwood P.S Virtues Class in Room 11.
Every child is a mine full of gems. Gems of Kindness, Helpfulness,
Courtesy, Confidence, Forgiveness, and so on.
These inner strengths and values can be learned, developed,
recognized and honoured through the Virtues Class.
Join us on Friday afternoons from 3:30 – 4:30 pm if you are interested
in developing friendships and discovering your values within, through
games, stories and many activities!
For RSVP and more information contact
Fariba: 0413 968 389
Natasha: 0451 400 311
http://www.virtuesproject.com
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School Debating
This year, students from Blackwood Primary were part of
organised debating tournaments, run by Debating SA.
We had 4 teams, 2 teams of year 5 girls, 1 team of year
6/7 girls and 1 team of year 6/7 boys and girls. They
competed against other schools in organised debates on
five Tuesday nights throughout Terms 1, 2 and 3. The
students also spent many of their break times
throughout the year practicing, writing and giving each
other feedback.
We started off a little slowly as most of the students
involved had never done debating before, but we got
better with each debate and this culminated in our final
round where 3 out of our 4 teams left victorious. This was particularly impressive as many of the teams
we debated against had majority year 7 students in their teams. It was great to see the improved detail
in the arguments, improved ability at public speaking, and wonderful teamwork throughout the year.
Congratulations to Lucy, Mae, Jenae and Chishanya who won out of their 5 debates in the year 5
competition, being our most successful team.
Thank you to these girls and to our other wonderful debaters Max, Addy, Maya, Mackenzie, Lilia, Ayde,
Sabian, Twinkle, Eva, Ella, Kira, Giana, Inara and Tahli. Well done on all of your success and we hope to
see you all in the program again next year.
Jen Herbert and Jason Spence
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Room 1, 2 and 3 Excursion
On Wednesday, August 29th Room 1, 2
and 3 went on an excursion to Adelaide.
We went to the Museum, the Art Gallery
and the State Library to learn about
Indigenous Australians.
At the Museum we learnt that Kaurna
made medicine from plants, leaves and
some bugs and insects, we also learnt
about some soap they used. It was made
out of tea tree oil and it was super itchy!
Next, we went to the Art Gallery. We
learned about the Ken sisters. They
painted with their mum. They used some
cool ways to show their artistic and
creative ability. They used such things
like: sticks, twigs, their fingers and paint
brushes to paint their beautiful pieces of
art. We also saw a painting where the
paint was made out of dirt mixed with
water. It was super cool.
Last but not least, we went to the State
Library of South Australia. When we were there we saw a very old newspaper on a micro film. There was
also a cool chamber with thousands of books. The security guard said there used to be a ghost of a small
boy in the chamber but the tour guide thinks they are just trying to scare her.
After all we learned heaps about the Museum, Art Gallery, the State Library and the indigenous groups
of Australia. I had a very good and fun time!
Caitlin Harris – Room 1

OSHC on Student Free Day Monday 15 October
This is a reminder that the Blackwood Primary School STUDENT FREE Monday 15th of October 2018.
Blackwood OSHC will be open for care for the student free day from 7:30am - 6:00pm pending on
booking numbers.
If you would like to book your child/children into the Blackwood OSHC for this day, please make your
bookings via the My Family Lounge App. If you have not already, you need to enrol your children
through My Family Lounge before being able to book via the App. If you have any questions regarding
this process please email us on dl.0565.oshc@schools.sa.edu.au
The last day to book is Wednesday 8th of October 2018. Late bookings will not be accepted unless
there is availability and staffing. Places are limited.
NO bookings for the student free day will be accepted unless a current direct debit form is in place or
negotiation has taken place with our OSHC Director - Sarah Marshall.
Blackwood Primary School

Page4

Rooms 19 & 20 Excursion
On Friday September 14th Rooms 19 and 20 and parent
helpers went on an excursion to the Wingfield Waste and
Recycling Centre and the Statewide Recycling Centre.
This was to support our Unit of Inquiry central idea that
communities use resources and produce waste which is
handled in various ways. We were very fortunate to be
subsidized by the Mitcham Council to take part in this
excursion. We travelled there by bus and were led
through activities by KESAB Education Officers. We split
into 2 groups and Room19 toured Wingfield while Room
20 went through the Statewide Centre. Then we
swapped over.
At Wingfield the KESAB education officer took us on a 40minute bus tour of the Centre to show how materials
from household waste and organics bins, and commercial
and industrial bins, are processed.
At Statewide, the students learnt about the benefits of
South Australia’s drink container deposit legislation,
manufacturing and recycling processes, and more. The
Education Centre included a variety of activities, from the
Natural Resources jigsaw puzzle, to sorting drink
containers on the moving conveyor belt!
Throughout our visit we were thinking continually of the
following inquiry questions.
What choices do we make that result in waste being
created?
How can we reduce our waste?
What are the different ways that people handle waste?

To see how Blackwood Primary School is progressing in wiping out waste follow the
link to our website:
http://blackwoodps.sa.edu.au/wipe-out-waste-at-bps.html

Lost Property
Our lost property cupboard has been bursting at the seams!
We have placed a trolley out front of the reception office with items of
uniforms, lunch boxes and drink bottles for the end of Term 3.
Any unclaimed/unnamed items will be sold in second hand, thrown in
the bin or given to Goodwill at the end of the term.

Blackwood Primary School
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Assembly Awards
Congratulations to the following students who received the recent Primary Years Program (PYP) IB
Learner Profile Awards.
Room 16 Andrea
Aakash
Room 17 Olivia
Lawson
Room 18 Tim
Campbell
Room 19 Axl
River
Amelia
Archer
Room 20 Aliya
Joby
Zoe
Charlie

Principled

Always conducting yourself with integrity and maintaining
fairness and honesty in class.
Risk Taker
Being confident and attempting all new learning with
enthusiasm.
Caring
Demonstrating a loving heart to her peers treating others with
respect and kindness.
Reflective
Focusing on and working towards his learning goals during
writing lessons.
Reflective
Being committed to improving his writing and using next steps to
make great progress.
Knowledgeable Sharing a song that sparked Mathematical interest within our
learning.
Knowledgeable Researching the stages of production of milk from farm to table
to complete his flow chart.
Caring
Always showing concern for troubled classmates.
Risk Taker
Attempting new tasks with a growth mindset.
Risk Taker
Attempting new tasks with a growth mindset.
Reflective
Always giving learning experiences 100% and being able to reflect
on them.
Caring
Always treating others with respect and considering their feelings
and needs.
Reflective
Reflecting on her learning and making plans to improve.
Inquirer
Being curious asking questions and wanting to find out more.

Foodbank SA Donations
Thank you to all the students, families and friends who helped collect cans during our Food Drive to
support Foodbank. We donated a total of 638 cans, which is a huge 172.5kg of food! This was well above
our initial goal of 200 cans! Our generous donations equate to more than 345 additional meals that
Foodbank SA will be able to put on the table of those in need. Such an amazing effort!
Thank you again – Room 6 Foodbank Team

Blackwood Primary School
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Pastoral Care Worker
Toast, toast and more toast, five mornings a week at Kickstartforkids breakfast.
During winter our volunteers from Kickstartforkids make hot choc drinks for our very lucky students.
Cafe53 from Mitcham Square and Kickstartforkids supply the milk, bread, jam, margarine, yoghurt,
marmite and fruit to our school .The volunteers donate the drinking choc, honey and vegemite.
Other volunteers from Kickstartforkids and the Uniting Church come each
week as Mentors, for our students.
Angela and Astrid, who are doing a Master of Social Work degree, are
working with me and the teachers at this school until the end of the year.
Angela and Astrid have been observing what I and the teachers do at school,
and are helping me with breakfast, Circle of Friends and Playgroup.
Do feel welcome to ask questions or have a chat. I am at school Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursdays.
Dianne Deed – Pastoral Care Worker

Blackwood Primary School
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Year 6/7 Netball Team 2018
This season, the Year 6/7 team had a tough season but the girls constantly showed persistence.
Originally placed in Division A3 the girls started the season off with a fantastic win, followed by a few
small losses until the regrading, when they were put up into Division A2. Unfortunately the teams in
this grade proved too strong for our girls, but they always tried their best and remained positive and
kept encouraging each other. The coach even did the Can-Can for them.
It was great to see the team grow
together.
Thank you for all the parents who
cheered and encouraged the girls,
helping with the scoring and timing and
of course the oranges.

Back Row: Jesse, Milcah,
Georgina, Jasmin
Front Row: Kira, Bonnie, Jawanda
Absent: Lilly, Twinkle, Olivia

Year 4/5 Netball Team 2018
2018 was a fantastic season! The start of
the season was not initially successful, but
as the weeks progressed, so did their skills
and talents.
As a team, the girls were tenacious, trained
hard, listened to instructions, but above all
their sportsmanship was exceptional.
Blackwood 4/5 had a ferocious defence
consisting of, Inara, Michelle, Ava, Gracie,
exceptional goal shooters including Mia,
Sarah and brilliant playmakers consisting of
Lucy, Rosemary, Channelle and Amy.
The girls won 9 games in a row, with each
win a result of hard work, talent and
working as a team to execute new skills
learnt. It has been an absolute pleasure to
coach the girls over the season. I would like
to thank Tanya (Netball Coordinator)
Collette (Team Manager) Kris Robson and
all the parents for their support throughout
the season.
Looking forward to another great season in 2019.
Scott Smelter – Coach 4/5 Team

Blackwood Primary School

Back Row: Scott, Inara, Mia,
Ava, Amy
Front Row: Michelle, Rosemary,
Lucy, Sarah, Gracie, Channelle
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2019 Materials and Services Charge
At the next Governing Council meeting, which will be held on Tuesday 30th October 2018 at 6pm in the
Blackwood Primary School Staff room, the 2019 Materials and Services Charge will be approved.
Parents who would like to discuss the fees are welcome to attend the meeting. In lieu of attendance at
the meeting, parents can express their views in writing to the Chairperson of the Governing Council to
reach the school by 3pm on Tuesday 30th October 2018. The charge proposed for 2019 is $375 which is
above the standard sum. For this reason we will soon be posting families a voting slip seeking their
approval to make the full amount of the charge legally recoverable.
A copy of the proposed M & S charges is displayed below.

Blackwood Primary School
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Parents & Friends Committee

P&F Meetings
ALL PARENTS & FRIENDS WELCOME
Tuesday 23rd Oct 2018
6.30pm Staff Rm
Meetings held weeks 2 & 7 of each term

EVENTS
Comfort fire – 27th of October

WOW it’s hard to believe that we are nearly at the end of
term 3. With only one term left we still have plenty
happening with P&F. Check out our events past and
upcoming below. P&F strive to hold exciting, enjoyable and
memorable events for our school and even for our wider
school community. Our primary focus for 2018 is to
transform the courtyard area between the Music &
Japanese rooms, main building, and reception classes. We
hope to have a Japanese inspired useable outdoor
learning area that can be utilised all year round.
Parents and Friends Committee welcome everyone in
our school community to come and join our wonderful
committee.
Even if you cannot attend the meetings we strongly
encourage you to get involved by volunteering to help
at events or helping to run them. We often need help
with things like cooking or helping at our sausage
sizzles, donations for our events or you can even help
by attending our events.
If you can assist in anyway please do not hesitate to
contact us on links below.

Family Camp out
Due to the wet and wild weather our camp out was
postponed for the initial camping date, so we held the
Camp Out on Saturday 23rd October. The weather was
fantastic and once again, we had a great turn out with
many families attending to enjoy and experience
camping at the school. Thank you to Suzy Penberthy
who organised this event.

Comfort Fire Evening
27th October, from 5pm till 9pm, FREE event (except if pre-ordering BBQ)
P&F’s annual Family event ‘Comfort Fire Evening’ is being held later this year to co-inside with
daylight savings.
We hope to see family and friends enjoying the relaxed atmosphere of our ‘Gully’ area with a
pre-order BBQ for anyone that would like too.
Bring your camp chairs, table and nibbles, along with the most important marshmallows for
roasting on the fire. (plenty of sticks in gully for marshmallow roasting!)
Hope to see you there 
Check out the community notice board at the front of school and the whiteboard near the Japanese
room (across from main building girl’s toilets) for event information and upcoming meetings
8278 5355

dl.0565.pandf@schools.sa.edu.au
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