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An IB school valuing, supporting and inspiring a community of lifelong learners
Important Diary Dates
Monday 5 November
Primary Assembly
Room 1
1.40pm Ashby Hall
Tuesday 6 November
Mini Fair
11am -12.50pm
Tuesday 6 November
New Rec 2019 & Rec
2018 Parent Meet
Greet 5-6.30pm

Thank you to the Baha’i Community of Mitcham
We would once again like to thank the Baha’i Community of
Mitcham for acknowledging the important role teachers play in
Educating our children.
The Teacher Appreciation Evening on Friday the 26th October was
attended by over 100 members of our community including our Senior Choir who
performed two songs and sang like angels.
We would like to thank everybody who attended for the personal, inclusive and
supportive way in which you acknowledged your respect of our teachers and the
wonderful way in which you celebrated.

Monday 12 November
Children’s University
Graduation
5.15pm Bonython Hall

Involving the whole school community in this celebration enabled everyone to
acknowledge the work of teachers in a positive and respectful way.

Wed 14 November
Blue Earth
Sports Day
perhaps

Teachers of Blackwood Primary School

19-21 November
Rooms 4&5
Aubury Park Camp
Wed 21 November
2019 Reception
st
1 Transition 9.15 10.30am
Thursday 22 November
Instrumental Music
Concert 6-7.30pm
Friday 23 November
Year 6 Cluster Sports
Day - BHS
Volunteer Thankyou
Morning Tea
10.30 -11.15

Thank you for your heartfelt gifts of appreciation and your encouraging support.

New flagpoles
You may have noticed the new flagpoles that have been erected in front of the
office. We now have the Australian flag and the Aboriginal flag flying high. The
existing flagpole will be in use when we have visitors from other countries. This
week we have been flying the flag of the Philippines to welcome our Philippine
colleagues from Davao City on the island of Mindanao.

We say thank you and goodbye.
Dianne Deed, our beloved Blackwood Primary School Pastoral Support Worker of 15
years, has decided the time is right for her to retire. Diane began her time with us in
2003 and quickly became an integral part of the fabric of our school. Her loving
personality and endearing qualities have enabled our school’s well-being
programme to grow and develop, helping many children along the way. Students
have described her as “Our Guardian Angel” and “Our loving grandmother.” There
isn’t one child or staff member who has not been touched by her warm, comforting
and compassionate nature. Programmes such as, Circle of Friends, Kickstart for Kids
and What’s the Buzz have enabled many students to believe in themselves and to
respect and to be respected. Dianne has made such a positive difference in the lives
of so many people at our school.
We are saddened to lose her but thank her for being a loving part of our school
community and wish her all the best in her retirement. Thank you Dianne you truly
are a guiding star.

Department for Education and Child Development T/A South Australian Government Schools CRICOS Provider Number: 00018A

School Information
Student Absence
8278 5355
If a student is late or
absent, please ring the
office on the above
number before 9am
or

SMS Text
to
0427 016 460
***
Banking Day
Banking day is
TUESDAY
***
Term Uniform Shop
Opening Hours
Monday
8:15 – 9:15
Wednesday 12:45 – 1:30
Friday
8:15 – 9:15
3:00 – 3:45
Ph: 0401 913 830
***
KickStart Breakfast
Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday
& Friday 8:30am
Outside the Canteen
***
Lost and Found
Ensure all items are clearly
labelled so we can return
them to you and check the
lost and found cupboard
for missing items.
***
BPS Playgroup
Thursdays
0 – 4 year olds
9am to 11am
OSHC Room
***
School Tour Days
We offer school tours for
new families & new
students.
Contact Reception on
8278 5355 for the next
tour date and to book.

Room 19 Assembly
On 17 September, the Year 1/2 students in Room 19 presented an assembly which
outlined the units of inquiry they have engaged in this year, and showed lots of
photos plus examples of their work in these areas. When learning about wellbeing,
children reflected on healthy habits as well as creating respectful and kind
friendships. The next unit built on
the concept of exercise and how
countries around the world use
dance to express parts of their
culture. Children learnt how to
Bollywood dance and created
dances of their own. They gave a
demonstration of Bollywood dancing
to the audience, to the song “Jai ho”.
The third unit of inquiry they presented had a
historical focus, looking at how technology has
changed our lives, in particular, transport. The
Year 1/2 classes went to the Aviation and
Railway Museums at Port Adelaide to gain
firsthand knowledge. They also had to predict
future changes in technology. The next inquiry
delved into food production from farm to table,
which students recorded as flow charts.

Finally, the unit of inquiry about waste, nude
food and recycling included another excursion
to two Wingfield recycling centres. The class
sang a song encouraging the audience to
reduce, reuse and recycle.

***
To join, search for
Blackwood PS Scene
in Facebook and click on
the Join button.
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Exhibition Article
On Tuesday the 18 September, the Blackwood Primary School PYP Exhibition was held. The exhibition is a
chance for the Year 7 students to prove that they can work and research independently with only some
guidance from teachers. We all had to choose a topic that related to the central idea, ‘Human actions
impact the world.’
First, we were exposed to some of the unfairness in the world so that we would have more knowledge for
when we had to choose our own line of inquiry. To help us achieve this, the Year 6/7 teachers and
Barbara organised multiple activities; two of these being the World of 100 and the Sweatshop activity.
These activities got us thinking about the different things that we felt passionate about.
My (Eric’s) line of inquiry for the exhibition was about how agricultural imports and exports can affect
Australian farmers in positive and negative ways. I chose this topic because I saw charities for farmers
during the drought on the news, and I found other problems that affect the farmers during droughts. I
learned about how import Australia’s agricultural business is, and how heavily imports and exports can
affect farmers.
My (Lauren’s) line of inquiry for the exhibition was about how stereotypes affect people who identify as
LGBTQI+. I inquired into whether these stereotypes affect people’s opinions, and how different religions
see people who identify as LGBTQI+. I chose this line of inquiry because I feel that there is a lot of
misinformation out there about people who identify as LGBTQI+. It was also an interesting inquiry to
investigate.
During the Exhibition night we began with an opening presentation and introduced our lines of inquiry.
We then went to our assigned booths which had our line of inquiry and our key questions behind us on
the wall. The audience could then ask us any questions about our lines of inquiry. All of the audience
could fill in feedback sheets.
We were very nervous at the beginning of the night but it became a lot easier once the parents started to
ask questions. We were really enjoying the Exhibition process by the time it began to draw to a close,
and were sad when it finished.
By Lauren and Eric – Room 7

Heart Foundation Jump Rope for Heart
Thank you to our school community for their fundraising efforts during our Jump
Rope campaign. The school managed to raise over $1500 for a very worthy cause.
By now all fundraisers will have received their appropriate prizes.
Special congratulations and thank you to Blaire from Room 17 who raised a
massive total of $422.
Thank you we really appreciate your extra efforts.
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How the World Works – Room 14
Room 14 were very excited to host the Week 3 assembly at the end of
October. We spent lots of time working on a special dance that
would help show the other students from Junior Primary what we
have been learning in our inquiry into ‘How the World Works.’
We looked at forces like push and pull. Our dance even included
some other aspects of force and movement like; up, down, twist,
turn, gravity as well as push and pull. We have even spent some time
looking at how friction helps keep the world together and that density
plays a big part in things sinking or floating.
Our class did lots of experiments into difference forces, both in the
classroom and out in the playground. One of our favourites was the
balloon rocket experiment. It was very interesting to see how the
balloon flew across the room when it was let go. The force from the
end of the balloon helped it move along the string track. We also
made some balloon poppers and pop-stick catapults. This unit of
inquiry has certainly given us lots of investigative skills that we will be
able to use in the future.
It was a great afternoon where we were also able to show our friends in JP some of our artwork that
links to the inquiry too. It has certainly been fun to help Miss Johnson select music for the dances and
videos and to see everything come together for the big day. Miss Johnson was very proud of how well
we all presented ourselves and the work we put into the day to make it successful.
Kate Johnson – Teacher Room 14

Happy World Teacher’s Day Friday 26th October 2018
We would like to acknowledge the wonderful work and
dedication of our teachers here at Blackwood Primary School.
The teachers were provided with morning tea to celebrate
World Teachers day by the SSO staff at Blackwood Primary
School.
Thank you to everyone for your kind messages of support.
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Room 5 Assembly Report
On Monday of Week 2, Room 5 shared their learning in our Assembly.
Our current unit of Inquiry has been about trade and the class has
recently been researching the Silk Road. Our assembly followed a group
of Silk Road traders who traded goods in exchange for ideas along the
Silk Road.
Students shared some of their learning that has happened over the
course of the year, including our units of inquiry into body systems, sources of history and conspiracy
theories, How we Express Ourselves, including art and some of our other class work such as persuasive
writing and Daruma Dreams, where students were inquirers who set their own learning goals.
Well done to all of the students who contributed their work to the assembly, Room 5 should be proud of
themselves for their work. Hopefully the audience enjoyed it.
Jason Spence – Room 5 Teacher

Festival of Music
On Sunday 23rd September, 36 of our students performed on stage at the Adelaide Festival Theatre as
part of the Public Primary Schools’ Festival of Music. We were honoured with being the front row and
performed accordingly.
Our school was also represented by five students; Amelie, Young Young, Ella, Kimiya and Ollie who were
part of the orchestra/troupe.
The Primary Schools Festival of Music, an official state icon, is a public school-based music education
program which is a collaboration between the Department for Education and the SAPPS Music Society,
which gives all SA public primary students the opportunity to perform at a prestigious venue.
The commissioned work was entitled Next Stop: North Terrace which was a series of songs composed by
local musician Mark Simeon Ferguson about the North Terrace cultural precinct. The concert ended with
a spectacular sea of colour.
In between, there were
a number of Assisting
Artists
from
public
primary and secondary
schools, other choir
items that presented
different musical genre,
and two pieces that
specifically showcased
the talents of the
orchestra.
It was a spectacular
event and our students
had a fantastic time
being a part of it.
Blackwood Primary School
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House Leaders for 2018
Some students volunteered to attend Leadership Training sessions once a week during Lunchtime over
the past 2 terms. After this they filled in an application for the position of House Leader. These
applications were read by a group of teachers to help select the students for this year’s positions.
House Leaders will be involved in activities this year including assisting with the organisation and
running of our Bluearth Sports Day. Congratulations to those students selected!
The 2018 House Leaders are:
Bradman:
House Leader:
Olivia
Vice House Leader: Daniel

Rosewall:
House Leader:
Suhani
Vice House Leader: Lilly

Fraser:
Leader:
Dylan
Vice House Leader: Caitlin

Thomson:
House Leader:
Milcah
Vice House Leader: Tahlia

AFFLIP Program
During the past week and a half, our school has hosted a
teacher from the Philippines, Virginia, who visited
Australia to learn more about Australian teaching and
learning, and Australian culture. This is part of the
AFFLIP program that our school has been part of during
the past 2 years. Virginia observed and participated in a
range of activities that our school runs, such as literacy,
numeracy, coordination, transition, play and buddy
programs, playgroup and more. She also visited classes
to teach them about her school and country, and taught
games that are popular in her country. Virginia has also
organised pen-pals with her school’s upper primary
students and our Room 6 students. Her school’s senior
students wrote thankyou cards, in very well-written English, to thank our school for raising money for
their school. Our staff held a special Aussie morning tea on her last day, including vegemite sandwiches,
tim-tams, fruchocs, fairy bread, meat pies, and more. We thank Virginia for being part of our school
community.
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International Youth Silent Film Festival
Five groups from Mr Wyskamp’s class entered entries into the South Australian section of this year’s
International Youth Silent Film Festival, which is a silent-film competition for youth up to the age of 20.
The five films were titled Television, Free Day, The Plane, The Ball and Use At Your Own Risk.
The soundtracks for the films were chosen from 1 of 10 options. The groups then planned, filmed and
edited their 3-minute movie (which can have no other sound apart from the song) to tell a story that fits
the music.
All films entered into the competition are viewed and judged by adults in South Australia and in the USA
(including a producer of Disney films and Australian actors). The films that are rated in the top 20 are
shown during the ‘Shortlisted Films Night’ at the Capri Theatre in Goodwood. The soundtracks were
played live on the rare Wurlitzer Organ by a musician who travels from New York for the festival.
Students were invited to have a go at the organ at the end of the evening.
This year, two of our films that were entered from our class were made part of the IYSF Festival, with
the movies being played on the big screen at the Capri. These were the films made by Giana, Maya,
Lilith and Shailea and by Huw, Lachlan, Max and Owen (who were awarded ‘Best Primary School Entry’
with a $200 cash prize).
Congratulations to all groups for producing entertaining silent film entries.








Are you a parent or school that's...
Worried your child’s gaming has become an
issue at home?
Concerned your child’s behaviour or
attitude changes when playing Fortnite?
Worried about how gaming is impacting
your child’s mental health?
Seeing first hand Fortnite is causing issues
in the classroom and school yard?
If you’ve answered YES to any of the issues
above, you are not alone. A number of
parents & schools are struggling with the
same issues too.
However, parents & schools who genuinely
want to help their child / students, truth be
told there is a way.
Here's the link with further details:
https://camadairevent.eventbrite.com.au
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Japanese News日本語ニューズ
It has been a busy and eventful couple of terms in Japanese…
Taikoz Performance
Throughout the first half of Term 3, the rhythmic sounds of
drumming could be heard drifting up from the Music and
Japanese rooms. Students in Rooms 1 - 9 had been working hard
to learn about the rhythms, language and cultural significance of
Taiko, or Japanese drumming. This was in preparation for the
Music Aviva performance in Week 6, when we were lucky
enough to experience the unique live sounds of Japanese
drumming, with a dynamic performance by the taiko group,
Taikoz. Many students commented on how different the live
experience was compared to listening to a recording, as you could physically feel
the drumbeats. This was also a great opportunity for students to make
connections with their learning across the curriculum, as students prepared for
this event in both Music and Japanese lessons.
Japanese School for a Day
On the last day of Term 3, Upper Primary students got a taste of what school is
like in Japan.
We have been examining the similarities and differences between Australian and
Japanese schooling, and students identified a few key elements that stood out to
them as different. Some of the principles we tried to stick to for the day were;
not wearing shoes inside classrooms, bowing and greeting teachers in Japanese
and not eating any food until lunchtime. Some students even chose to walk to
school on the day in groups, as most Japanese kids make their own way to
school. We also ordered sushi for lunch and students had to serve the food, just
like in Japan. Then it was time to clean! All students and staff in Japanese schools
contribute to the cleaning after lunch every day, so Japanese schools do not
employ cleaners.
We were also lucky enough to have the help of some Japanese exchange
students on the day, so our students were able to experience some cultural
activities that are a regular part of Japanese education, calligraphy, origami and
traditional Japanese games.
Many students commented how much they enjoyed the day and how it was a fun
and immersive way to experience what it might be like to go to school in Japan.
Throughout this unit, our students have been surprised at the discipline
and independence of Japanese children and the amount of responsibility
they are given. We reasoned that this teaches them life skills for the future
and leads to a very respectful and harmonious society overall.
Skype with Japan
In Week 2 of this term, students in Room 9, were able to ask some burning
questions they had about school in Japan directly, as we were able to
Skype with some year 6 students in Shiga prefecture, Japan.
It was a great experience and students from both sides of the world
laughed, waved and greeted each other in both Japanese and English. Our
students commented that they didn't seem that different from Australian kids...except they had to do 90 minutes
of homework a day, clean their school every day, clean their teeth at school after lunch and walk to school! In a
few weeks’ time, it will be our turn to answer some of their questions about school life in Australia.
Kate Satomura – Japanese Teacher

Blackwood Primary School
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Assembly Awards
Congratulations to the following students who received the recent Primary Years Program (PYP) IB Learner Profile
Awards from Primary Assembly.

Room 1

Sebastian
Taasha

Principled
Knowledgeable

Room 2

Samuel

Inquirer

Mila

Communicator

Jacob

Thinker

Paige
Ava

Communicator
Knowledgeable

Gregor

Risk Taker

Olivia

Inquirer

Erika

Principled and
Caring
Thinker and
Communicator
Caring

Room 3

Room 4

Jack
Deborah
Lily
Room 5

Room 6

Room 7

Room 8

Room 9

Ruby
Cassie
Ethan
Austin
Georgina

Thinker and
Caring
Risk Taker
Principled
Balanced
Open Minded
Inquirers

Harry
Lilith

Inquirers
Risk Taker

Madie
Harry
Mia

Risk Taker
Inquirer
Open Minded

Twinkle
Suhani
Ella

Knowledgeable
Communicator
Risk Taker

Dylan

Balanced

Sam

Principled

Ben

Balanced

Jasmine

Risk Taker
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Becoming a more organised and responsible learner.
Sharing her detailed knowledge of insects during “Sharing the
Planet” unit of inquiry.
Being curious and keenly asking questions to write on our wonder
wall.
Being able to explain her thoughts and ideas in an attempt to
persuade others.
Solving maths problems in different ways and sharing his ideas with
the class.
Clearly sharing her thoughts and ideas through her writing.
Making connections with her prior learning to build a deeper
understanding of concepts.
Exploring new ideas with interest and standing up for what he
believes in.
Being consistently positive and open minded when attempting new
learning.
Acting honestly and showing kindness with our new students.
Clearly articulating his thinking and how it had changed.
Showing kindness, being helpful and including our new students into
her games.
Clearly articulating her thinking and how it had changed as well as
showing kindness to others.
Being open to challenges and new experiences.
Standing up for what is right and fair.
Giving his personal best across all learning areas.
Listening to the ideas and feedback of others.
Being an independent and thoughtful inquirer during her PYP
Exhibition.
Showing positive focus skills during his Exhibition.
Taking part in different activities such as film competitions and
dance workshops.
Pushing through test and assessment situations.
Working hard to understand and use new maths concepts.
Accepting different personalities for who they are, and helping
others when she can.
Showing her understanding in Maths lessons.
Expressing her exhibition inquiry confidently and with passion.
Overcoming the challenge of ringing companies to gather more
information for her exhibition.
Approaching all aspects of his learning with enthusiasm and
curiosity.
Giving extra effort towards her exhibition inquiry. Going above and
beyond.
Always showing respect to others, to his school work and to his
school environment.
Trying new things in Mathematics and applying different strategies
to solve a task.
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Assembly Awards
Congratulations to the following students who received the recent Primary Years Program (PYP) IB
Learner Profile Awards from Junior Primary Assembly.
Room 14 Allana
Imogen
Blake
Nick
Jensen
Jane
Room 16 Frankie
Seb
Henry
Room 17 Logan
Eleanor
Room 18 Amy
Hunter
Asher
Room 19 Bella
Archer
Harry
Pim
Duncan
Emma
Isabella
Tyson
Room 20 Aliya
Isla
Felix

Blackwood Primary School

Communicator
Risk Taker
Principled

Being a very good rep for SAT who listens well to her peers.
Having a go at learning new things.
Making good choices and working hard to achieving his personal
goals.
Knowledgeable A constant thirst to grow his brain!
Reflective
Improving his self-regulation and taking time to think back on
issues that cause frustration.
Caring
Always showing respect in and around the classroom and with
her classmates.
Principled
Being a respectful class member. You show self-discipline and
responsibility each and every day.
Thinker
Showing you are an inquirer and a thinker with the effort you put
into completing your marble track.
Risk Taker
Taking on the challenge to gain new skills with excitement and
resilience.
Thinker
Actively engaging in class discussions when solving number
problems.
Risk Taker
Applying herself with focus and perseverance during procedural
writing on ‘How to Make a Pizza.’
Inquirer
Researching different learning opportunities at home for her and
her peers.
Reflective
Being committed to improving his skills in Word Work lessons.
Risk Taker
Taking on the challenge to change Word Work groups, with
bravery and commitment.
Risk Taker
Taking on all new tasks and challenges in her learning.
Knowledgeable Working hard on his reading to improve 12 levels this year.
Principled
Always choosing to do what is right and supportive of his
classmates and learning.
Caring
Being a friendly, supportive classmate and helping others.
Knowledgeable Making great progress through reading levels and moving up 13
levels this year.
Principled
Always choosing to do what is right and fair for everyone.
Caring
Noticing jobs that need to be done in class and volunteering to
help out.
Inquirer
Wondering about things he learns and asking further questions
and researching.
Thinker
Thinking about her own actions and asking questions about her
learning.
Principled
Always finding ways to improve her skills in all areas and to assist
others.
Inquirer
Always looking for evidence when investigating.
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Parents & Friends Committee
WOW, it’s hard to believe we are in the last term of the school year!
With only this term left we still have plenty happening with P&F. Check out
our events below.

P&F Meetings
-ALL PARENTS & FRIENDS WELCOME
Meetings held weeks 2 & 7 of each term

2019
Tuesday 5 Feb 2019, 6.30pm Staff Rm
th

EVENTS
TBA for 2019

P&F strive to hold exciting, enjoyable and memorable events for our
school and even for our wider school community.
Our primary focus for 2018 is to transform the courtyard area between the
Music & Japanese rooms, main building, and reception classes. We hope
to have a Japanese inspired useable outdoor learning area that can be
utilised all year round.
Parents and Friends Committee welcome everyone in our school
community to come and join our committee.
Even if you cannot attend the meetings, we strongly encourage you
to get involved by helping volunteer at events, help run them, help
cook or staff our sausage sizzles, donate to our events or simply by
supporting our events by attending them.
If you can assist in any way, please do not hesitate to contact us on
links below.

Are you committed to volunteering and bursting with great ideas?
P&F committee are looking for someone within our school community who is committed to
take on the Presidential role of our Parents and Friends committee in 2019.
No experience necessary, however being able to volunteer your time and forming networks
are essential. If you, or someone you know would like to take on this wonderful opportunity in
2019, please attend P&F’s first meeting of 2019 on 5th February, 6:30pm, in the Staff Room. We look forward to seeing
you there.

Blackwood PS Scene - Facebook Group
Blackwood PS Scene page is an informal ‘Private’ Facebook group page, which notifies parents of any missed
notes, event information and also where P&F will call for volunteers to help out with events.
We have recently updated our pages Guidelines for use of this page. If you are a current member of the BPS Scene,
please ensure you make yourself familiar with these updated guidelines. Any questions, please direct to the Admins on
the page. If you are not a member of our group and you are a parent of a student at our school, simply click the link below
and submit a request.

Comfort Fire Evening
After worrying about the weather, up until a few
days before, our annual comfort fire went off without
a hitch.
Thank you to all the families who attended our
evening in the gully. We really are very lucky to
have such great school grounds.
A special thanks to James Brock for helping with
the lighting and management of the comfort fire, we
truly couldn’t hold these types of events without you.

For Sale: De Longhi – Primadonna Coffee Machine $200
Please enquire by contacting P&F via school office




AUTOMATIC CAPPUCCINO, LATTE AND FLAT WHITE

Patented AUTOMATIC CAPPUCCINO, LATTE or FLAT WHITE: place the cup under the nozzle and press the
selected beverage button.
MEMORY FUNCTION

You can program your favourite cappuccino, latte or flat white by choosing the amount of milk and coffee. You
can also adjust the temperature, the quantity of ground coffee and the quantity of water.
EASY TO CLEAN AND PRACTICAL

Press the cleaning button and the machine will perform an automatic washing cycle. The container with the
AUTOCAPPUCCINO device is highly practical as the milk can be stored in the refrigerator when not in use

Check out the community notice board at the front of school and the whiteboard near the Japanese room (across from
main building girl’s toilets) for event information and upcoming meetings

8278 5355
Blackwood Primary School

dl.0565.pandf@schools.sa.edu.au

https://www.facebook.com/groups/BPSScene/
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NEW Qkr! School Payment System
Instructions are below for the NEW Qkr payment app here at Blackwood Primary School. Please follow
the instructions below to download your app for a quicker, better payment system for all school fees,
excursions etc. For futher enquires, please contact Annette De Koning Business Manager on 8278 5355.
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