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An IB school valuing, supporting and inspiring a community of lifelong learners 
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Dear Parents, Caregivers, Staff and Students of Blackwood Primary  
School,  thank you for the beautiful way in which you celebrated my  
leaving your school. The assembly was an extremely emotional  
experience for me and something that I will always reflect upon with 
the fondest of memories. Your kind words, thoughts, well wishes  
and lovely gifts were extremely generous and very touching.  What a  
wonderful spectacle to see over 450 students and staff wearing ties and celebrating my 
time with you. Thank you! 
 

Having spent a number of weeks reflecting on the past six years as your principal, I have 
pondered about how we managed to become a high performing and highly desirable 
school. 
 

When we have new enquiries from prospective parents, we always ask them the reason 
for choosing our school. Their response: 
“We want a school that is safe, welcoming and friendly, with high expectations, high 
student achievement, where our children can learn good values and be happy and 
respectful members of the community.  We have heard that Blackwood Primary School 
is such a school.” 
 

This is the formula. 
Parents: Thank you for instilling good values in your children and for teaching them the 
value of education. Thank you for supporting and working with us to educate your 
children. Thank you for volunteering in your school. When your child sees you involved, 
valuing education and respecting the school they do too. 
Students: You are the most welcoming, friendly, caring, well-mannered and respectful 
students. You challenge yourselves, have developed a growth mindset, and are positive, 
happy and always willing to give anything a go. What more could we ask of our 
children? 
Teachers and School Services Officers: You are always professional and passionate 
about teaching and learning. You challenge yourselves and take your professional 
learning seriously. You work together collaboratively, valuing and supporting each 
other. You are amazing teachers to work with and amazing friends. Thank you for 
making my role as principal so rewarding. 
Administrative and Grounds staff: You are the engine room of the school, a well-oiled 
machine that keeps the wheels going round and round. You are the people that really 
run the school! Thank you for your dedication and hard work! 
Leadership Team: Thank you Kris and Amanda for your team work, advice, support, 
guidance and most of all your friendship. You are great people to work with and a great 
team. 
Putting this all together, the success of a school depends on everyone working together 
in a positive and supportive way with a common purpose AND that is just what we have 
done. Blackwood Primary is a school that everyone should be proud of.  
Thank you for allowing me to be a part of this wonderful journey. 
May I take this opportunity to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and 
Prosperous New Year. 

Yours sincerely, 
Phil Garner 

 

Important Diary Dates 
 
 

Tuesday 4 December 
Governing Council & 

EOY Celebration 
6-7.30pm - Staffroom 

 

Wednesday 5 December 
Year 7/8 Transition Day 
Blackwood High School 

 

NEW 2019 Reception 
3rd Transition Visit 
9.15am – 12.50pm 

 

Friday 7 December 
Room 6 - Master Chef 

 

Wednesday 12 
December  

2019 Students 
Transition morning 

 

Thursday 13 December 
Year 7 Graduation & 

Dinner 6 pm 
Alere Function Centre 

 
Friday 14 December 
Last Day of Term 4 

1pm Farewell Assembly 
2pm Finish 

 

Term 1 2019 
Starts  

Tuesday 29 January 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Principal: Phil Garner               4 Seymour Street, Eden Hills 5050  Phone: 8278 5355        www.blackwoodps.sa.edu.au  

Deputy Principal: Kirs Robson 

http://www.blackwoodps.sa.edu.au/
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Remembrance Day 
 

On the 11th of November, we went up to 
the Blackwood War Memorial to lay a 
wreath of behalf of Blackwood Primary 
School for Remembrance Day. It was a 
special one as it was exactly 100 years 
since the end of World War 1.  We were 
chosen as we are the school captains 
and we liked the opportunity to 
represent our school in the public. The 
ceremony was held at 10:30am, with the 
minute’s silence being at 11am. The 
ceremony also included people speaking 
about the sacrifices made by soldiers.  
Overall, it was an event that definitely 
made us think about others and the lives 
that were lost, and how it is important to 
remember the day every year. 
 

By Ella & Lachie (School Captains) 
 
 

Outdoor Classroom Day 2018 
 

On Thursday of Week 3 (1st 
November) all students across 
the school participated in 
Outdoor Classroom Day. 
 

Between recess and lunch 
classes took their learning 
outdoors, participating in 
reading, art, maths, literacy, 
HASS and science while 
enjoying the wonderful 
natural spaces we are blessed 

with at Blackwood Primary School. Our specialist 
teachers also provided Japanese, Music and P.E. activities outdoors. 
The students learnt problem solving skills, worked co-operatively with people in 
their class and from other areas in the school.  
 

The students and teachers had a wonderful day and look forward to Outdoor 
Classroom Day next year, as well as more opportunities to use our natural 
surroundings in the future. 
 

Thanks, the Nature Play Team - Jason Spence, Laura Thompson and Brooke Mawer 

 
 

 

 

  

School Information 
 
 

Student Absence 
8278 5355 

If a student is late or 
absent, please ring the 

office on the above 
number before 9am  

or  

SMS Text  
to  

0427 016 460 
*** 

Banking Day 
Banking day is  

TUESDAY 
*** 

Term Uniform Shop 
Opening Hours 

Monday            8:15 – 9:15 
Wednesday    12:45 – 1:30 
Friday            8:15 – 9:15 
            3:00 – 3:45 

Ph: 0401 913 830 
*** 

KickStart Breakfast 
Monday, Tuesday, 

Wednesday, Thursday  
& Friday 8:30am 

Outside the Canteen 
*** 

Lost and Found 
Ensure all items are clearly 
labelled so we can return 

them to you and check the 
lost and found cupboard 

for missing items. 
*** 

BPS Playgroup 
Thursdays 

0 – 4 year olds  
9am to 11am 
OSHC Room 

*** 
School Tour Days 

We offer school tours for 
new families & new 

students. 
Contact Reception on   

8278 5355 for the next 
tour date and to book.  

*** 
To join, search for 

Blackwood PS Scene 
in Facebook and click on 

the Join button. 
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Room 1 – Sharing the Planet 

 

This term, Room 1 have been working on their 
“Sharing the Planet” unit of inquiry. The 
central idea of this unit has been “All living 
things depend on their environment to 
survive.” Students have investigated the 
lifecycles of plants and animals and found out 
about the things they require to stay alive. 
Students grew their own plants in the 
classroom and visited Wittunga Botanic 
Gardens to research the different varieties of 
plants there. We looked at different habitats 
and the way plants and animals work together 
to help each other survive. 
 
Chris Bates – Room 1 Teacher 
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Children’s University Graduation 2018 
 

Congratulations to all our students who enrolled in Children’s University this year. This is the 3rd year 
Blackwood Primary has participated in CUA. We had 43 students graduate 
with 30 or more hours of learning outside of school hours through 
accredited learning destinations.  
 

On Monday 12 November, 41 of our 43 graduates attended the graduation 
ceremony at Bonython Hall at The University of Adelaide along with their 
families. Mr Garner was on stage and introduced our graduates to 
Chancellor of the University of Adelaide and Chancellor of Children’s 
University Australasia, Rear Admiral the Hon Kevin Scarce, who presented 
them with their certificates. After the ceremony graduates and their 
families enjoyed a celebration on the adjacent lawns with food and 
entertainment. 
 

Congratulations to all students on their awards. National Bronze Award for 30 hours of participation: 
Ella, Naomi, Hugh, Mark, Cale, Ava, 
Jawanda, Leonora, Nabil, Annika, Andy, 
Mia, Daksh, Josh, and Kelly. 
National Silver Award for 65 hours of 
participation: Erika, Danielle, Aimee, 
Caitlin, Faaris, Aden, Anna, Chrishalya, 
Chrishella and Caden. 
National Gold Award for 100 hours of 
participation: Odeethtow, Jessica, 
Isabel, Maya, Wamui, Logan, Giana, 
Lucy, and Michelle. 
Bronze Certificate for 130 hours of 
participation: Imogen, Nduati and 
Chrishanya.  
 

Silver Certificate for 165 hours of 
participation: Kira and Lachlan. 

Gold Certificate for 200 hours of participation: Sienna and Caitlin. 
Bronze Diploma for 230 hours of participation: Twinkle and Finlay. 
 

We look forward to more students enrolling in 2019 after our CUA launch early in Term 1. 
 
 

Pastoral Care Worker, Dianne Deed's final report 
 

After 15 years and 3 terms it’s time to retire. I am excited that 
Christy Bailey, a wonderful, young, local mum will become our next 
PCW. 
 

Thankfully there has never been a day when I did not want to come 
to school. The staff and students are all wonderful and it is a joy to 
see our little darlings grow. 
 

As I also live in the area I will look forward to seeing you guys in the 
future. 
 

I wish you all the best for the future, look after yourselves and those 
around you. 

Dianne Deed – Pastoral Care Worker 
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Bluearth Day 2018 
 

1st Thomson – 2355 Points 2nd Bradman – 2235 Points 
3rd Rosewall – 2230 Points 4th Fraser –       2225 Points 

 
On Wednesday the 14th of November, all students 
worked together to compete in Bluearth sports day. 
The focus of the day was to promote and increase 
physical activity within the school and more 
importantly, to highlight the potential benefits of 
inclusive and enjoyable physical activity.  
 
 

 
 
Throughout the day, the students demonstrated a great sense of 
school and house pride, encouraged others and showed how 
well they could integrate the IB learner profiles into the 
activities. Students were displaying great thinking skills, 
outstanding communication, they were maintaining an open 
mind, showing great integrity and they managed to maintain 
empathy towards others. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

At the end of the day, all students banded together to support their friends in the sprints. These races, 
along with the year 7 tug-of-war maintained a focus on participation and enjoyment rather than 
winning, which was great to see. Overall, the day was a huge success thanks to the wonderful students 
and the supportive parents. I hope the day was enjoyed by all, and I look forward to next year.  
 

Brooke Mawer - PE Teacher 
 

Results of the Poll for 2019 Material & Services Charges  
 

After the Governing Council meeting dated 30th October 2018, all our families were posted information 
and voting slips about making the 2019 Materials & Services Charge legally recoverable. Thank you to 
the many families/caregivers who returned their votes, the response was one of our highest ever. 
 

The result was overwhelmingly (99%) in favour of making our Materials & Services charge of $375 for 
2019 fully legally recoverable. Invoices for 2019 will be issued early next year.  
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State Softball 
 

I recently spent a week away in Canberra for State Softball. 
On the 11th of November I got on the plane to fly to 
Canberra.  On the plane my team and I saw Darren 
Lehmann and Adam Gilchrist because they were 
commentating the cricket game in Adelaide the night 
before.  When we arrived in Canberra, I was excited to 
start playing some games.  We played 2 games a day for 4 
days, with a rest day in the middle and end of the carnival.  
Most states were represented and we played each team 
twice.  Against Qld, NSW and Victoria we lost both games, 
against ACT we had 1 draw and 1 loss.  We weren’t very 
successful but I did well, getting a few hits (unfortunately 
no home runs). Over the week I had so much fun, including at our accommodation 
and in its pool, after our games were finished.  I visited Parliament House, 
Questacon (a science place), the War Memorial, The Mint (where Aussie money is 
made) and the 1000+m high Telstra Tower. Overall it was a great trip; I loved it! 

 
By Luke in Room 6 

 
 

 

 

 

 

OSHC Update 
 

This term we have had lots of fun in OSHC with Halloween themed activities where we got to paint 
pumpkins and experimented with science activities, gardening, cooking. 
 

Our vacation care program is being released in Week 7, and we have exciting things in store, such as an 
excursion to Bounce, an excursion to Marion outdoor pool, live Australian animals being brought in for 
an incursion, soccer skills & more. We will be open for vacation care from the 17th – 21st of December, 
and again on the 7th of January to the 25th of January. 
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Assembly Awards 
Congratulations to the following students who received the recent Primary Years Program (PYP) IB 
Learner Profile  
 
 

  

Room 1 Lani Risk Taker Becoming a more confident class member who tries her very best 
on all learning tasks. 

Lucius Risk Taker Taking responsibility for starting learning tasks by himself. 

Dylan Communicator Always paying close attention to detail in his written work. 

Room 2 Michala Caring Being kind to her peers by asking them to play with her and showing 
concern if someone needs help. 

Ryan Inquirer Being curious and asking questions during our ‘Sharing the Planet’ 
unit of inquiry. 

Mark Knowledgeable Working very hard on his reading by reading regularly at home. 

Room 3 Chanel Caring Regularly showing concern and care for others. 

Emily G Balanced Working supportively with others and having a positive approach to 
her learning and other activities. 

Andiswa Thinker Making connections in his learning and sharing his thoughts with 
others. 

Room 4 Daniel L Principled and 
Caring 

Acting honestly and working hard in his ‘Mini Fair’ group and 
helping others in need. 

Aiden Communicator Expressing his ideas confidently in his ‘Mini Fair’ group and 
collaborating with others. 

Room 5 Lucas R Open-minded Being prepared to have discussions and listen to new ideas. 

Isabel Communicator Confidently sharing her ideas with the class and with her ‘Mini Fair’ 
group. 

Room 6 Lachie Caring Continuing to clean up on his own after Outdoor Education Day. 

Eva Knowledgeable Writing an exceptional balanced argument on the topic ‘Men vs 
Women in Parliament’. 

Kimiya Principled Continuously committing to finishing her learning tasks, even in her 
own time. 

Max Principled Finishing his learning tasks at a very high standard and showing the 
school’s core values. 

Amelie Caring Taking a lead role in managing the Room 6 Foodbank food drive. 

Huw Knowledgeable Working hard to improve his Fractions skills in Maths lessons. 

Giana Principled Being an excellent listener who can work independently and 
productively during all lessons. 

Charlotte Inquirer Successfully completing all components of her Term 3 Inquiry. 

Room 7 Daniel S Open-minded Accepting the house captain role for Blue Earth Sports Day. 

Dennis Caring Supporting classmates who need some time out. 

Milcah Principled Always putting her best efforts into her school work. 

Chloe Risk-taker Co-coordinating the books for the Philippines leadership activity. 

Anneli Risk-taker Co-coordinating the books for the Philippines leadership activity. 

Room 8 Jessica T Risk-taker Adapting quickly to a new school and a new class. 

Snigdah Balanced Giving excellent effort towards her learning and putting in extra 
effort in all areas of the curriculum. 

Room 9 Anna Caring Fund raising out of school hours for homeless people. 

Connor  Risk-taker Trying new things in Maths. 

Abigail Caring Fund raising out of school hours for homeless people. 
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Parents & Friends Committee 
At the end of this school year, I will be stepping down 
from P&F Chairperson due to my family and working 
commitments. It has been a great pleasure getting to 
know people through P&F at the school and 
networking with teachers and office staff. 
 
I’d like to say a BIG THNK YOU to Annette, Linda, 
Judy, Simone, James, Kris and Phil for their help 
over the past few years and I’d also like to thank the 
P&F team for a great year and wish P&F all the very 
best for 2019. 
 
Signing off for now- Amy P&F 
 
 
 
P&F strive to hold exciting, enjoyable and memorable 

events for our school and even for our wider school community. 

Parents and Friends Committee welcome everyone in our school community to come 
and join our committee. 

Even if you cannot attend the meetings, we strongly encourage you to get involved by 
helping volunteer at events, help run them, help cook or staff our sausage sizzles, donate 

to our events or simply supporting our events by attending them. 

If you can assist in any way, please do not hesitate to contact us on the links below. 

Are you committed to volunteering and bursting with great ideas? 
P&F committee are looking for a someone within our school community 
who is committed to take on the Presidential role of our Parents and 
Friends committee in 2019. 
No experience necessary, however being able to volunteer your time and 
foster/ form networks are essential.  
If you or someone you know would like to take on this wonderful 

opportunity in 2019, please attend P&F’s first meeting of 2019 on 5th February, 6:30pm, Staff 
Room. We look forward to seeing you there. 

For Sale: De Longhi – Primadonna Coffee Machine $200 

Please enquire by contact P&F via school office 

In great used condition, perfection in every cup. 

 multifunctional machine 

 Auto milk frothing 

 AUTOMATIC CAPPUCCINO, LATTE AND FLAT WHITE 

 MEMORY FUNCTION 

 EASY TO CLEAN AND PRACTICAL 
 

Check out the community notice board at the front of school and 
the whiteboard near the Japanese room (across from main 

building girl’s toilets) for event information and upcoming meetings 

08 8278 5355     dl.0565.pandf@schools.sa.edu.au   

https://www.facebook.com/groups/BPSScene/  

 
P&F Meetings 

-ALL PARENTS & FRIENDS WELCOME 

Meetings held weeks 2 & 7 of each term 

2019 

Tuesday 5th Feb 2019, 6.30pm Staff Rm 

 

EVENTS 

TBA for 2019 

mailto:dl.0565.pandf@schools.sa.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BPSScene/
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