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What a wonderful school we have here at Blackwood Primary School. 
Our community is so welcoming and our students and teachers have  
made a great start to the year.  As we visit classrooms across the  
school we see many students engaged in their learning and focused  
on achieving their best.  
 

On Wednesday this week, our staff were lucky enough to work with  
Kath Murdoch.  Kath comes with much experience regarding  
Inquiry learning and Wednesday’s focus was on “Student agency through Inquiry.”  Put 
simply, student agency is about students having voice and often choice in their learning. 
So why is Student Agency so important to student learning?  Student Agency allows 
students to be active participants in their learning.  They are more engaged and 
empowered to take action and responsibility for their learning.  Classroom culture also 
plays an important part in developing student agency.  It is not just about giving students 
voice and choice but also about assisting them to build the skills to become responsible 
for their own learning. 
Kath gave us many practical strategies that staff will be able to begin using straight away.  
At the end of the session we spoke about goals and what they were going to be focusing 
on and we are already seeing the positive affect some of these strategies are having in 
some of our classrooms. 
 

On Tuesday night we held our Annual General Meeting which was well attended by 
parents and staff.  Following the AGM our elected council held its first general meeting for 
2020. 
Congratulations to the following people who have been elected to the BPS Governing 
Council for 2020. 
 

Chairperson: Craig Seckerson (Ongoing Councillor) 
Deputy Chair: Ian McKeown (Ongoing Councillor) 
Treasurer: Ian McKeown (Ongoing Councillor) 
Secretary: Emma Doran (Ongoing Councillor) 
Council Members: 
Danni Nicholas-Sexton  (New Councillor) 
Sebastian Pawelski (Re-elected Councillor) 
Michael Riese (Ongoing) 
Amy Jennings (Ongoing) 
Kai Leong (Ongoing) 
Lucy Sherwell (Teacher representative) 
Sacha Uern (Teacher representative) 
 

It’s wonderful to see many new councillors joining the council but as always sad to say 
goodbye to our retiring councillors.  A special thank you to Jason Turner, Asa Cowell for all 
their hard work over their time on our Governing Council.  We currently still have one 
space on our council so if you are interested in joining us please contact the front office.    
I look forward to working with the new council in 2020 and am excited for the new 
opportunities ahead. 

 
 

 

 

 

Principal: Kris Robson     4 Seymour Street, Eden Hills 5050  Phone: 8278 5355      www.blackwoodps.sa.edu.au  

Deputy Principal: Amanda Gulliver 

 

Important Diary 

Dates 
 

 
Friday 28 Feb 

Clean Up Australia Day 
 

Assembly 2:30pm  
Year 3-7 

 

SAPSASA District 
Swimming 6-9pm 

 
 
 
 

Thursday 5 March 
School Photos 

 
 

Monday 9 March 
Public Holiday 

 
 

Tuesday 10 March 
Finance Com Mtg 5-6pm 

 

P&F Meeting 
6pm Staffroom 

 
 

Friday 13 March 
Twilight Dinner 

5:30 ς 7pm 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

http://www.blackwoodps.sa.edu.au/
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New IB Coordinator and IB Parent Survey 
Hi Parents, 
I am the new IB Coordinator, Natalie Campbell, and I am excited to be working at 
Blackwood Primary School. I come to Blackwood PS with 20 years teaching 
experience and this is my 7th year as an IB Coordinator. One of the important 
roles in my position is to keep you informed regarding teaching and learning and 
the IB program. In order to best meet your needs, I would like you to complete 
this short survey regarding possible parent workshops.  Just click on the link 
underlined. 
 

I look forward to getting to know you and your children. Feel free to contact me 
with any questions at natalie.campbell108@schools.sa.edu.au 
 

Natalie Campbell 
IB Coordinator 
 

Korean Student Teachers  
 

In Weeks 2-4 this term we have hosted 5 
Korean Student Teachers. They study at 
Cheongju University of Education. Each 
student teacher was assigned to a 
classroom where they observed teaching 
practices and gained information about 
the Australian Curriculum. They were able 
to assist the students with their learning 
and also experienced PE, Science, Music 
and Japanese lessons.   
During this time they had the opportunity 
to teach the class some lessons around Korean culture. Thankyou to the teachers 
and students in Room 16, Room 20, Room 2, Room 3 & Room 8 for hosting.  
 

Grace, Sophia, Pine, Zoe & Yubin all enjoyed their time with us and commented 
often about how lovely and welcoming our students are, what amazing grounds 
we have and how caring and supportive our staff are.  

School Information 
 
 

Student Absence 
If your child will be absent 

from school, please 
send a txt through the 

School Star App  
or  

SMS Text to  
0427 016 460 

***  
Banking Day  
Banking day is  
Wednesday 

***  
Term Uniform Shop  

Opening Hours  
Monday            8:15 – 9:15 
Wednesday    12:45 – 1:30 
Friday            8:15 – 9:15 
            3:00 – 3:45 

Ph: 8350 7933 
***  

KickStart Breakfast  
Monday, Tuesday, 

Wednesday, Thursday  
& Friday 8:30am 

Outside the Canteen 
***  

Lost and Found 
Ensure all items are clearly 
labelled so we can return 

them to you and check the 
lost and found cupboard 

for missing items. 
***  

BPS Playgroup 
Thursdays 

0 – 4 year olds  
9am to 11am 
OSHC Room 

***  
School Tour Days 

We offer school tours for 
new families & new 

students. 
Contact Reception on   

8278 5355 for the next 
tour date and to book.  

*** 
To join, search for 

Blackwood PS Scene 
in Facebook and click on 

the Join button. 
 

 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf59bTFIVRE5HBR_uOgrLRzSnAsSfsEO6iZOOR6SrH3AgbnQw/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:natalie.campbell108@schools.sa.edu.au
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Our students have the opportunity to be involved in an 
exciting program: ‘Children’s University Australasia’ 
(CUA).   
 

CUA aims to encourage high quality out of school hours 
activities for children in years 3-7, engaging the wider 
community as learning partners in this process. The most 

important principles of CUA are that participation is voluntary and activities must take place outside the 
normal school day during lunch, after school, weekends and holidays. CUA is not compulsory and the 
children choose what to do and when, and the learning always has a link to something they could do at 
a ‘grown up’ university. 
 

In partnership with The University of Adelaide, CUA aims to raise aspirations and develop a love of 
learning by issuing students enrolled in CUA with a ‘Passport to Learning’ which records their individual 
learning journey. After 30 hours of learning, the children are rewarded for their participation with 
certificates at a graduation ceremony to be held at the University of Adelaide.  
 

Participating students have access to activities at school and also in the wider community (Learning 
Destinations). These activities have been validated by CUA trained staff as good learning experiences. A 
full list of Learning Destinations can be seen at: www.cuaustralasia.com.  
 

CUA members are also able to earn 10 hours from Regular Restricted Activities. These are external 
organisations of which students are paying members and attend on a regular basis (e.g. sporting clubs, 
dance studios, swimming centres etc.). In order to earn hours, students who participate in these 
activities must obtain an appropriate ‘Review’ form from their CUA school coordinator. Alternatively 
students will also be able to submit ‘Review’ forms via the online portal. 
 

Students are enrolled in Children’s University when they receive their Passport to Learning. The annual 
fee for 2020, is $33.00 (inc GST) with any and all replacement passports incurring a fee of $5.50 (inc 
GST). 
 

If your child would like to become a member or renew their membership of CUA for 2020 please 
complete the form sent home today, Friday 21 February, and return it to school by Wednesday 4 March 
along with payment. For further information and enrolment forms please contact Judy Adami or the 
school office. 
 
 

New Families Welcome Morning Tea 
 
 
 
Last Friday we welcomed some of our new 
families with our annual new parent morning tea 
where there was lots of enjoyable conversation 
and some great eating with scones kindly made by 
Megan Hide.  Thank you to the Parents and 
Friends for hosting this event. 

http://www.cuaustralasia.com/
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SAPSASA Southern Heights 
and 

School Sport SA information 

 
An email went home two weeks ago, to parents of students turning 10 or older in 2020, with a link to a 
survey asking parents to complete it on behalf of their child to indicate their child’s interest in School 
Sport SA, school representation and SAPSASA. Thank you to the parents that have already completed 
the survey. At the moment we don’t have enough respondents to form school teams so are hoping 
more families complete the survey ASAP so we came nominate teams. The link to the survey is: 
https://form.jotform.co/90348772744870  

 
 

Families who have students who are elite in their sport and would like to try out for School Sport SA 
state selection you will find the relevant information and links to the online nominations in the following 
link: https://www.education.sa.gov.au/teaching/sport/sports-and-competitions/interstate-nomination-
process  
If you need help with any of the information on this page please see me and I will try to assist you.  To 
keep up to date with selection due dates and reminders for the School Sport SA state team trials I 
suggest following the School Sport SA Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/schoolsportsa/  
 
Rosanne Fuller  
PE Teacher 
 
 

 

Parents & Friends Committee 
 
We had our first P&F meeting of the year in Week 2. Thank you 
for all those who attended. If you are unable to attend the 
meetings, but would like to get involved, please do get in touch. 
There are plenty of opportunities for supporting the community 
building and fund raising events of our school. We are also still 
looking for volunteers to be P&F class representatives. Please 
complete the yellow form that went home with the school pack or 
leave your name at the front office.  
 

Our first event for the year will be the Twilight Tea on Friday 
evening, 13 March, from 5:30pm to 
7pm. Pack a picnic and join other 
families on the school oval. This is a 
great opportunity to meet the 
families of the ñnewò friends your 
children may have made in their new 
classes. There is no cost for attending this event.  
 

As the Easter raffle was so popular with the children last year, we will be running 
this event again. More information will be sent out closer to the time regarding 
donations and tickets.  

 

EVENTS 
P&F Meetings 

ALL WELCOME 

Tuesday 10 March @ 6pm in the 
Staff room 

 

Upcoming events 

Twilight Tea: 13 March 

Easter Raffle: last week of term 
 

Term 2 

Disco 

Art show 

https://form.jotform.co/90348772744870
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/teaching/sport/sports-and-competitions/interstate-nomination-process
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/teaching/sport/sports-and-competitions/interstate-nomination-process
https://www.facebook.com/schoolsportsa/
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OSHC News  
 

Fees 
The OSHC Fee Schedule is now accessible on the school’s website.  Families who have a permanent 
booking pattern (booking request set up on the My Family Lounge website, offer made by the service 
and confirmed by the parent/guardian) are charged the permanent fee. If families use the service on a 
casual basis and book with the My Family Lounge app, then the casual fee is charged.  
If you have any queries, please speak to Kim at OSHC. 
 

2020 Annual Registration Fee 
The service has an annual registration fee of $20 per family. This was charged to family accounts this 
week and will show on the Account Transactions page of your statement.   
 

No Notification of Absence at ASC: 
If a family does not inform OSHC of an absence at After School Care a non-notification fee of $7.50 will 
be added to your family account.  
It is preferred that families use the My Family Lounge app to inform of absences, however families may 
also inform staff on the day (Phone 8370 2232). Email cannot be accepted to inform of absences. 
Most days, staff waste valuable time finding the whereabouts of children who have not turned up to 
OSHC during our busiest time of the day. Staff check with school office staff, teachers, check the yard 
and make phone calls to contacts to follow up on absent students, often to be told the family forgot. 
 

Attendance at Extra-curricular activities during OSHC: 
Students may attend extra-curricular activities during OSHC attendance, eg Sports training, music 
lessons, Karate, however a form MUST be completed at OSHC and signed by the parent/guardian. The 
blue form is available at the sign in/out table at OSHC and all sections must be completed, including the 
name and phone number of the person responsible for the child, location, start and finish times, 
terms/days. 
NOTE: Children MUST sign in to Before or After School Care BEFORE going to the Activity.  
 

Family Feedback: 
OSHC has a new suggestion box located on the sign in/out table with some family feedback forms. We 
greatly appreciate any positive or constructive feedback and suggestions/ideas from children and their 
families. Any information placed in the box will be shared at staff meetings and items followed up.  
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

To assist individuals in your quest for greatness the City of 
Mitcham can offer up to $200 financial support through our 
Individual Achievement Grant Program. For further details 
please visit our website 
www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/community/grants 
  
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Individual Achievement  

http://www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/community/grants
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Get involved in the School Banking program 
 
Blackwood Priamry School is excited to offer the Commonwealth Bank School Banking program to all 
students. 
 
School Banking is a fun, interactive and engaging way for young Australians to learn about money and 
develop good savings habits.  Children who deposit money into their Youthsaver account through School 
Banking earn Dollarmites tokens, which they can save up and redeem for exciting rewards. 
 
 
The rewards available during 2020 are: 

o Terry Denton’s Activity Book  
o Mini Soccer Ball (size 2) 
o Treetop Stationary Set  
o Treetop Handball  
o Tomato Seed Kit  
o Magic Mist Drink Bottle  
o Emoji Wallet  
o Snakes & Ladders Game  

 
 
 
School Banking is also a great fundraiser for our school. Our school receives a Regular Savers 
Contribution of $5 for every 10 deposits processed per student as well as an Annual Contribution which 
is based on the number of students who made at least one School Banking deposit in the prior year. 
 
Getting involved in School Banking is easy! 
 

All you need to get involved in the School Banking program is a Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver 
account. You can open an account for your child in one of two ways:   
 
1. Online 
Visit commbank.com.au/schoolbanking and click on the link to open a Youthsaver account.  
 
2. In branch 
Visit a Commonwealth Bank branch with identification for yourself and your child, like a driver’s licence 
and birth certificate. 
 
If your child has an existing Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver account they can start banking straight 
away. They just need to bring their deposit in every week on School Banking day using their Dollarmites 
deposit wallet.  
 
School Banking day is Wednesday. Each week you need to add you banking wallet to the classroom 
bank bag. 
 
If you would like to know more about School Banking, please ask for a 2020 School Banking program 
information pack from the school office or visit www.commbank.com.au/schoolbanking  
 
 
 

http://www.commbank.com.au/schoolbanking
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Healthy Lunchbox Ideas 
As a solo Mum, a basketball coach and a Nutritionist, I understand 
being “busy”. I also understand the importance of nutrition, especially 
for young growing bodies who are very active with sport, learning and 
just loving life. 
  
My life experiences and college degree inspired me to write an eBook 
called “Healthy Lunchbox, Healthy Kids”. I wrote this book last year 
but have now given it a bit of a spruce up as well as adding more 
delicious recipes and tips. The lunchbox suggestions all are “nude 
food” and are made from scratch, and yet still easy to make, ensuring 
they are high in nutrition and without fillers, artificial flavours and 
colours, as well as being nut free and wheat gluten free. 
  

 
By making some small changes and a 
little preparation, you can save money on 
packaged food, reduce our waste as a 
school and provide your children with the 
most nourishing foods to keep their 
bodies healthy, their minds sharp and 
their immune systems strong. 
  
For the cost of a cup of coffee, but much 
more nutritious, you can purchase a copy 
of this eBook from 
http://eatrightforlife.com.au/shop or to 
have a look at a printed copy, just ask at 
the office to view one and use the QR 
code to jump straight to the website. 
 

Irene Schonberg

http://eatrightforlife.com.au/shop
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