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An IB school valuing, supporting and inspiring a community of lifelong learners
Important Diary
Dates

Twilight Picnic
Friday 19th February
5.30pm

Governing Council AGM
Tuesday 23rd February
5.30pm

School Photo Day
Tuesday 2nd March

Adelaide Cup Public
Holiday
Monday 8nd March
Finance Committee
Tuesday 9th March
5-6pm

P&F Meeting
Tuesday 9th March
6pm

The term is really in full swing now with many of our programs
up and running for our students. I look forward to catching up
with as many of our parents as possible in the mornings when
on yard duty in Kiss n’ Drop. Please make sure to come and say
hello and just have a general chat.
Over the past week Blackwood Primary School has been
involved in an External School Review. These reviews, conducted by the
Department for Education generally occur every three years. The review panel
consists of a review officer and several Principal’s from other schools. Each review
uses a framework and is conducted around four areas; Effective School Planning,
Effective Teaching and Student Learning, Effective Leadership and Conditions for
Effective Student Learning. The review took place over Tuesday and Wednesday
of this week and the review panel had the opportunity to speak with teachers,
students, parents and governing council members. We are extremely pleased with
the way the review was conducted and are looking forward to the post review
meeting and report.
Did you know that our school has a 3 year Improvement Plan? This plan is called
the Site Improvement Plan (SIP). Within the plan we have 3 challenges of practice
that staff work on throughout each year. Our 3 Challenges of Practices for 2021
are focussing on:
 Writing
 Problem Solving in Maths
 Strengthening students thinking dispositions
If you would like further information, a copy of our SIP can be found on the school
website.
On Monday 8th of February we hosted our annual Acquaintance Night welcoming
many parents and students into our school to meet with teachers and learn about
how our classrooms operate. This was a highly successful evening with lots of
positive feedback from parents, students and staff. Thank you to our amazing
community for showing their interest in the learning program at Blackwood
Primary School.
Finally, I’m looking forward to seeing many of our families being represented at
our AGM on Tuesday 23rd February. This is a great opportunity to hear about your
school and also become involved through nominating for Governing Council in
2021.
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School Information
Student Absence
If your child will be absent
from school, please
send a txt through the

School Star App
or

SMS Text to
0427 016 460
***
Banking Day
Banking day is
Wednesday
***
Term Uniform Shop
Opening Hours
Monday
8:15 – 9:15
Friday
8:15 – 9:15
3:00 – 3:45
Ph: 8350 7933
***
KickStart Breakfast
Tuesday, Wednesday
& Friday
8:30am
Outside the Canteen
***
Lost and Found
Ensure all items are clearly
labelled so we can return
them to you and check the
lost and found cupboard
for missing items.
***
BPS Playgroup
Thursdays
0 – 4 year olds
9am to 11am
OSHC Room
***
School Tour Days
We offer school tours for
new families & new
students.
Contact Reception on
8278 5355 for the next
tour date and to book.

Pastoral Care Worker
Dear families,
It’s so good to back with the students and we are
already up to Week 4 of 2021. It’s great to see our new
students settling in so well and looking so at home
already.
For those of you who don’t know me, I am the Pastoral
Care Worker at Blackwood Primary and I have been filling in for Christy Bailey
while she has been on maternity leave. In my role, I am here to provide support
for anyone in the school community – students, staff and families. Some of that
involves checking in with students who might be finding things difficult at school
or at home or resourcing families who might need support. If you would like to
find out more about my role, or just want to stop and chat, I would love to catch
up.
With the start of the year, it’s a good time to think about technology and how we
can best use this remarkable tool. Those of us who are adults know what
wonderful access it can give us to information and entertainment and also how it
has enabled us to continue to communicate with family, friends and work places
through the challenges of last year.
While we want our children to have access to the benefits of the online world, it
can often be difficult to know how to balance the advantages with the drawbacks
and potential dangers of online encounters.
Below is a link to an article from Julie Inman Grant, Australia’s e-Safety
Commissioner outlining some of the ways to help our children have a positive
experience.
The e-Safety Commissioner’s website also has some excellent resources for
parents.
https://www.esafety.gov.au/about-us/blog/back-school-top-tips-forparents?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=SID2021_PARENTSEDUEARLY%20Y
EARS_ASSET%20HIGHLIGHTS&utm_content=SID2021_PARENTSEDUEARLY%20YE
ARS_ASSET%20HIGHLIGHTS+CID_1fd5540fee05db930d2dcd1520671b7e&utm_s
ource=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=Read%20now
I hope everyone has a terrific week.
Kind regards,
Brenton Woolfe
Pastoral Care Worker

***
To join, search for
Blackwood PS Scene
in Facebook and click on
the Join button.

Annual General Meeting
Governing Council Meeting
Tuesday 23rd February
5.30pm drinks & nibbles
6pm AGM/Governing Council Meeting
Staff Room
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Aquatics
On Tuesday Week 2, the Year 6/7’s went to Port Noarlunga beach for aquatics.
We picked our groups to do our activities with, then we chose our top 3 favourite activities. The options
were: stand up paddle boarding, surfing, fishing, kayaking, boogie boarding and wave skiing.
On the day, we caught a bus to Port Noarlunga at 8:15 am. When we got there, we had to put on
wetsuits, and meet our instructor. Then we went to our first activity that went for 2 hours.
After our first activity we had our fruit and recess. Then we got back in our groups after half an hour to
do our second activity.
After our second activity we had our lunch, and then we had our final activity. When we finished our
final activity we got out of our wetsuits and hopped on the bus.
Finally, after a long day, we got back to school at 4:30 pm.
by Chrishalya and Nic
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Our students have the opportunity to be involved in an exciting
program: ‘Children’s University Australasia and Africa (IO)’.
Children’s University (CU) aims to encourage high quality out of
school activities for children in Years 3-7, engaging the wider
community as learning partners in this process. The most
important principles of CU are that participation is voluntary and activities must take place outside the
normal school day during lunch, after school, weekends and holidays.
Led by the University of Adelaide, CU aims to nurture aspirations and develop a love of learning.
Children and young people enrolled in CU are issued with a ‘Passport to Learning’ which records their
individual learning journey. After the first 30 hours of learning, children are rewarded for their
participation at a graduation ceremony held at the University of Adelaide or a prestigious venue in
regional areas. Children can graduate multiple times depending on the hours they accrue. Information
on the hours, and award levels, can be found in the ‘Passport to Learning’.
We will be launching CU for 2021 on Friday 26 February. If your child would like to become a member or
renew their membership of CUA for 2021 please complete the membership form that will be sent home
next Friday along with further information and return it to school by Wednesday 10 March with
payment. For further information please contact Judy Adami or the school office.

Parents & Friends Committee
Have you seen this new garden bed with seating in the
schoolyard? It was built during the summer holidays as
part of the school’s Grounds Development plan, and the
Parents and Friends Committee provided funds for its
construction. As part of the Governing Council, we are
responsible for social and fundraising events, and we
strive to help our school build an active and involved
community.

EVENTS
We had our first meeting on the 2nd of February, and we have some
exciting events planned for 2021.
Twilight Meet & Greet Picnic is going to kick off the year. Bring a picnic
and meet other school families this Friday at 5.30 pm. All year levels are
welcome!
We would also love to see new faces at our next meeting on Tuesday,
the 9th of March, at 6 pm in the school staff room. Come and say “Hello”,
the committee and BPS need your help! There will be many
opportunities to get involved in various events.
We are looking forward to seeing you there!

Twilight Picnic
Friday 19 February
5.30pm
P&F Meeting
ALL WELCOME
Tuesday 9 March
6pm in the Staff room

P&F Committee
Blackwood Primary School
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