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An IB school valuing, supporting and inspiring a community of lifelong learners
Important Diary
Dates
Week 4, 20 – 24 April
NAPLAN online
Monday 20 April
Parliament Ed
Incursion Year 6/7
Tuesday 21 April
SAPSASA
State Athletics Day
Thursday 23 May
Caring for Pets Incursion
Rec/Yr1
Friday 24 April
JP Assembly 9am
Room 15
Thursday 30 May
MP/UP Assembly
2.30pm Room 2
Thursday 30 May
School Disco
Week 6, 3-7 June
Swimming Rec-Yr5
Tuesday 4 June
Debating 6.30pm
Pulteney Grammar

Welcome back to Term 2! We hope you enjoyed your Term 1
break and are looking forward to all that Term 2 has in store.
We are already off and running!
Our SAT leaders have begun a new project working with Aaron
Harrison from the Botanic Gardens. The project involves the
development of an educational trail through Wittunga Botanic
Gardens. Our students will help to develop inquiry questions for
the trail as well as have input into the formation of the trail. We are really pleased
to be able to work with our local community in the development of this initiative.
Last Thursday, our whole staff were involved a second training day with Simon
Brooks. Simon built on the previous session staff attended in Term 1, continuing
to share some practical strategies for teachers to use to help students to make
their thinking more visible. He was able to share examples, across year levels and
also across curriculum areas, that staff will now trial in classrooms and work
collaboratively to determine the positive effect these have on student learning
outcomes. Simon is also working with other local schools across our Partnership as
we all endeavour to ensure that our children are getting the very best education
that they can. It is imperative that students do the thinking to ensure that they are
doing the learning.
This week all of our students in Years 3, 5 and 7 have participated in the first two
NAPLAN assessments. On Tuesday the students completed the writing, with our
Year 3’s continuing to do the pen and paper test and our Year 5’s and 7’s using the
online platform. Wednesday saw the completion of the Reading assessment.
NAPLAN testing will continue next week with Conventions of Language and
Numeracy. Whilst this testing is going on it is important to remember that whilst
these results are useful in giving us a snap shot view of children’s learning our
teachers are very well equipped to give a holistic view of where individual student
learning is across all curriculum areas.
We are really excited to welcome Yuki to Blackwood Primary School. Yuki is a
visiting teacher from Japan who is on a teaching exchange and will be working with
our Japanese classes until the end of Term 3. We are looking forward to learning
more about Japanese Culture and Language from Yuki. How Lucky are we! Thank
you to Kate Satomura and Pauline Welsh for all of their work in making this
opportunity possible for our students.
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School Information
Student Absence
If your child will be absent
from school, please
send a txt through the

School Star App
or

SMS Text to
0427 016 460
***
Banking Day
Banking day is
Wednesday
***
Term Uniform Shop
Opening Hours
Monday
8:15 – 9:15
Wednesday 12:45 – 1:30
Friday
8:15 – 9:15
3:00 – 3:45
Ph: 0401 913 830
***
KickStart Breakfast
Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday
& Friday 8:30am
Outside the Canteen
***
Lost and Found
Ensure all items are clearly
labelled so we can return
them to you and check the
lost and found cupboard
for missing items.
***
BPS Playgroup
Thursdays
0 – 4 year olds
9am to 11am
OSHC Room
***
School Tour Days
We offer school tours for
new families & new
students.
Contact Reception on
8278 5355 for the next
tour date and to book.

***
To join, search for
Blackwood PS Scene
in Facebook and click on
the Join button.

Principal report cont.
We would also like to congratulate Kate who recently travelled to Melbourne to
present at the Japanese Language Teachers’ Association of Victoria annual
conference. Kate’s expertise and valuable contribution is making a difference to
the teaching and learning of Japanese across South Australia and Victoria! Well
done Kate.
In each newsletter I have been writing to inform you about our Site Improvement
Plan goals. The third and final goal of our SIP is around Numeracy. Staff are
working on task design in Numeracy to ensure that students are given the
opportunity to solve authentic multi-step problems and are able to continue to
develop their mathematical skills and dispositions. This goal will be supported by
our Numeracy coach, Jen Herbert who will work collaboratively across the school
with teachers and students. We look forward to being able to further develop
our children’s problem solving and Numeracy skills. If you would like to know
more about our SIP a copy can be found on the BPS website and I am also
presenting regular updates to Governing Council members.

ANZAC Day Service
The 25th of April is known as ANZAC Day.
This year we participated in the ANZAC
Day Dawn Service, at the Blackwood
Memorial.
We were given a wreath to lay on the
memorial statue and we stood in silence
to pay respect to the soldiers who
passed away on the beaches of Gallipoli,
as well as others who have sacrificed
their lives for us. ANZAC stands for
Australian New Zealand Army Corps. As
the name suggests, it was not only the
Australian army but also the New
Zealand army who landed at Gallipoli.
ANZAC Day is a very sad day for a lot of
people.
Lots of families lost great-grandparents
or great-great-grandparents. In their
remembrance, dawn services are held
annually around the country and in
certain parts of the world, and is a very special day for all involved.
‘Lest we forget’
By Maya and Kimiya (BPS School Captains)

Blackwood High School canteen will be closed on
Tuesday 11th June
NO LUNCH ORDERS ON THIS DAY
Blackwood Primary School
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Car Park
Thank you to all of our parents who have been using our car park and kiss and drop area correctly.
However, I would like to again ask people to be mindful of the new drop off and pick up area rules. This
area is for dropping off and picking up students only. It is not a parking bay and cars should not be in
this area for extended periods of time. In the afternoon, we are experiencing a back log of cars out onto
Shepherds Hill Rd due to some parents arriving to pick up their children and waiting for extended
periods of time in this area. Once the traffic starts moving then the area usually clears quite quickly!
Some suggestions to help in the Kiss and Drop for pick up are as follows:
 Please do not come too early and wait in the kiss and drop area. This is causing the flow of the
traffic to be blocked. There are teachers on Yard Duty supervising students until 3.40pm.
Parents who are coming to pick their children up just a little later are experiencing a clear pick up
zone and are waiting far less than people who are turning up early. The bell goes at 3.20 and
students are not always there when parents are early to pick up.
 If you do come at pick up time encourage your children to make their way to the pick-up area
as quickly as possible and not stop for distractions such as playing on the playground.
 When waiting at the front of the kiss and drop line and your child/ren have not come please
move out of the area and come back through.
 When picking up, please only pick up children in the kiss and drop area. We are concerned for
children who are running out to cross the traffic. The safety of all of our children is of paramount
importance.
 When in the kiss and drop area, please ensure that you pull up as far as you can and not leave
any vacant car spaces in front of you. Yard Duty teachers are encouraging children to stand back
and wait until the cars have stopped before walking towards their car. They are also trying to
assist children to know where their car will pull up.
 Please wait until the car in front of you has loaded and is moving off before pulling out.
When dropping off:
 Please remain in your car and encourage your children to be ready to exit your vehicle as quickly
as possible.
 Pull up as far as you can to allow other cars to move into the area. Stopping by the gate near
OSHC means that fewer cars are able to drop off at one time.
 Please do not drop off children in the cul-de-sac area. This is a no stopping/parking area at all
times. There is also no parking along Seymour Street before and after school.
We understand that at times the parking and pick up for parents can be frustrating but if we all work
together and follow the above recommendations we should be able to make it as painless and safe as
possible. I know we all want our children to be safe!

SAPSASA Cross Country
Friday 10th of May, 15 young brave students, in
blistering cold weather did our school proud in the
Interschool Cross Country. Most of our students
new to the world of cross country, where they
splashed through mud and climbed over hills either
on a 2km or 3km course. Even though we had no
place getters all the students conducted themselves
professionally showing values of risk taking, openmindedness and above all caring for others.
John Darrell
Blackwood Primary School
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Room 9 Nature Play SA Incursion
Room 9 students were highly engaged during their STEAM into Nature with Natural Pigments Incursion
on Monday 6th May. Students created their own pigments using the natural environment as part of
these two units of inquiry:
 How We Express Ourselves: Imagination is a powerful tool for
extending our ability to think, create and express ourselves.
 How the World Works: Different substances can be combined for a
particular purpose.
The strong connection between nature, science, technology and visual arts
was evident as the students experimented with techniques for creating
natural colours. Mortar and pestles were in hand as students collected
natural materials such as charcoal, clay, flowers and herbs to create natural
paints. This ignited their imaginations so they could create their own painting
on a canvas using the colours they had made. Below are some student
reflections.
We went to Bandicoot Burrow because it is part of our unit of inquiry. We had to get some natural
things such as mint, petals, leaves and flowers. The colours we made were cookies and cream colour,
skin colour, brown, white, orange and Oreo colour. By Matthew
We made natural paint. We used natural pigment, clay, ash
and coal. We used ash and coal so the paint would be black
or grey. We used a mortar and pestle to mix it. Then we
tested our paint on a piece of paper with a paint brush.
Then we washed our mortar and pestle and made new
colours. By Lily
We used a mortar and pestle. We used powdery clay for the
binder. There were lots of natural colours. There were
flowers, leaves and berries to choose from. I thought it was
really fun. By Reuben
Next we got flowers, binder and water and mixed them
altogether by crushing it with a mortar and pestle. We made so many pretty colours. My best colour
was pink and it was made out of pink petals and pomegranate. By Eli
I thought our incursion was great because I had lots of fun and I was being creative. By Lexi
I made green, orange, white, grey, purple and red from nature. I thought it was great and fun because I
liked making the paint. By Kody
With our colour paint we painted our imagination. It was great fun because you can do lots of things in
nature with no iPads. By Pim
Today was a great day because I learnt so much. I love how today everyone was using their imagination.
By Bella

Blackwood Primary School
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Room 15 - REC/Year 1
Room 15 have really enjoyed the start to Term 2 and our Reception and
Year 1 Unit of Inquiry into How We Express Ourselves. The focus is on
the variety of stories and how people tell them for a variety of ways to
explore feelings, explain the world and to entertain. Already this year
we have read over 70 stories together and love talking about the
different characters, the story settings and the main ideas from the
book. Those parents and families who visit the JP Classrooms would
also notice that the wonderful teachers have created a new Unit Play
area to help develop student Oral Language and engage the students in
story telling ideas through play. The students can play in grandma’s
cottage, try on lots of different wigs, hats, props and use a variety of
character traits and voices to express themselves, as well as enjoy dress
ups and a cardboard castle. If you are lucky you might even be able to
buy some tickets to see students perform in puppet shows and performances of their favourite stories.
Some of the books we recommend to other students to read and enjoy are –
Room on the Broom
The book with no Pictures
The Gruffalo
The Bad Seed
Mix it Up!
What does it mean to be Global?
and the ever popular Koala Lou.
Over the next few weeks we are excited to be attending an
‘Indigenous story trail’ hosted by Barbara in the Library and also using the puppets we made during
previous terms to tell our own stories. In Term 3, we are also going to see a Patch Theatre Performance
of ZOOM. We can’t wait!

SAPSASA District Athletics Day 2019
On Thursday, in Week 1, 40 students represented Blackwood Primary School at the annual SAPSASA
District Athletics Day. Although the day was wet this didn’t dampen the enthusiasm of our students.
We had many wonderful performances backed up by exemplary behaviour of all of our students.
Congratulations to the following students who received places on the day:
10yr Olds
11yr 0lds
nd
2 100m and 200m – Davina
1st 100m and Long Jump - Ruby
th
4 Discus – Caiden
1st 100m and 200m - Cade
100m finals – Raphael
100m Finals – Will and Lucas
4th Discus - Ryan
12yr Olds
1st Discus and 3rd High Jump - Nathan
3rd Shot Put - Matai
3rd Discus – Charlotte
2nd 200m and 3rd 100m – Daniel
100m final – Noah and Rosemary
1st Shot Put – Mitch

13yr Olds
2nd Shot Put – Joe
4th Shot Put – Nduati
2nd Long Jump – Nadia
2nd 100m - Harry

Well done to everyone who attended on the day and thank you to Brooke Mawer, Rosanne Fuller and all
of our parent helpers. Blackwood Proud!
Blackwood Primary School
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Looking for Healthy Lunchbox Ideas
As an almost fully qualified Holistic Nutritionist, I am often asked what I
put in my son’s lunchbox. Nourishing our bodies with healthy food is
one of my biggest priorities, especially after I lost my husband to brain
cancer in 2015. I decided I would take photos of Sebastian’s lunchbox
every day for two weeks to help answer that question and perhaps give
inspiration to other families who may be struggling on how to make
healthier choices.
What started as a simple photography task, soon turned into a small
book with information, recipes and ideas. Processed foods are simply
fillers with little to no nutritional value. They are cheap, conveniently
packaged and targeted at children. Little bodies need nutritional food as
their bodies and brains are developing and an alarming rate. This little
eBook is designed to give you inspiration and help you to make change.
A little time in the kitchen will go a long way in providing lunchboxes
that are nutritious and very delicious, and are just as suitable for the
working parent as they are for the primary school child.
I hope you will have a look at the book and consider what small changes you can make to live healthier.
There is a hard copy of the book at reception which you are welcome to have a look at or you can
download a copy for only $3.95 at www.eatrightforlife.com.au.
Irene Schonberg

Parents & Friends
Committee
The Easter raffle was a great success. P&F
would like to thank everyone for their generous
donations. The kids thoroughly enjoyed the raffle and it
was a great way to end the first term.
We hope that all mums and grandmothers were spoilt on
Mother’s Day this past Sunday. Thank you to everyone
who purchased gifts from the Mother’s Day Stall. Even
though orders were placed early, the supplier ran out of
stock of a few items. The coordinators of this event made
every effort to replace these items and we appreciate their
hard work in this regard.

P&F Meetings
ALL WELCOME
Tuesday 11 June @ 6:15pm in the
Staff room

Upcoming events
Disco: 30 May (Thursday)
Term 2:
Quiz Night: 15 June (Saturday)

The next exciting event to be held is the Disco. This will take place
on Thursday evening, 30 May 2019. The Junior Primary kids will get
to party from 6:00pm to 7:00pm and the Senior Primary kids from
7:15 to 8:30pm. The theme will be “Neon” so get all your neon items
ready! The Amazing Magic Mike will ensure the kids have the coolest
disco party ever!
On Saturday the 15th of June we will have something just for the adults – the
biennial Quiz. Join us for a great evening of fun and laughter, and show off
your general knowledge! Bring your own drinks and nibbles. More information
to follow soon.
Blackwood Primary School
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Assembly Awards
Congratulations to the following students who received the recent Primary Years Program (PYP) IB
Learner Profile Awards.
Room 1

Asher

Caring

Jamie

Principled

Room 2

Felix
Mitchell
Paige

Knowledgeable
Thinker
Principled

Room 3

Aiden

Thinker

Room 4

Raphael
Immy
Xavier

Risk Taker
Courageous /
Risk Taker
Thinker

Room 5

Ben

Balanced

Room 6

Channelle
Ruby

Communicator
Balanced

Harry

Balanced

Room 7

Amirah
Inara

Balanced
Inquirer

Room 8

Mae
Jake

Inquirer
Knowledgeable

Nadia

Inquirer

Oliver M

Thinker

Tilly

Caring

Lily

Reflective

Matthew

Principled

Reuben

Communicator

Bella

Courageous

James

Caring

Nicholas
Hayeon
Naomi
Emily

Thinker
Risk Taker
Caring
Caring

Room 9

Room 12

Blackwood Primary School

Always looking out for ways to help her classmates when they are
upset.
Being a fantastic class role model who always demonstrates respect
and responsibility.
Confidently sharing his maths knowledge with the class.
Making connections in his learning and sharing with others.
Consistently being on task, completing set work and being
respectful.
Continually thinking of ways to improve his work by applying
strategies we have learnt.
Always trying new strategies and taking risks in his learning.
Being brave enough to stand on someone’s shoulders in the balance
poses in PE.
Thinking hard when trying to solve maths problems in a variety of
ways.
Showing a friendly and positive attitude towards his learning, peers
and staff.
Sharing ideas with the class and for being a great SAT member.
Volunteering for different roles and still keeping up with her class
learning/work.
Continually improving his effort towards his learning throughout the
term.
Giving extra effort towards her work/learning at home.
Successfully challenging herself and putting in her best effort for her
unit of inquiry.
Researching her unit of inquiry deeply and producing quality work.
Sharing ideas, information and experiences through descriptive
writing.
Being curious about learning and developing research skills in
inquiry.
Thinking creatively through writing and considering many different
perspectives.
Being a responsible, respectful and considerate class member with a
willingness to help others.
Responding positively to feedback in her writing and making
changes to improve her written learning.
Demonstrating a consistent effort in his learning, being a
responsible, respectful and sincere class member.
Writing well structured, clear and fluent narratives with interesting
ideas that develop the plot.
Taking risks in her learning and trying something new without
knowing how she would go.
Thinking about others and their feelings, being considerate,
respectful and kind towards others.
Always thinking creatively, trying to figure his way around problems.
Being brave in starting a new school and making new friends.
Always being honest and wanting to help others.
Trying to make everyone happy and never excludes anyone.
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Assembly Awards
Room 15 Amelie
Tamika
Andrew
Lenox R
Tyson
Shahzaib
Room 16 Alba

Principled
Knowledgeable
Risk Taker
Risk Taker
Reflective
Inquirer
Reflective

Bailey

Risk Taker

Selena

Communicator

Room 17 Holly

Risk Taker

Mya

Risk Taker

Room 20 Albarr
Heston
Max
Harry
Lizzie

Inquirer
Caring
Principled
Reflective
Risk Taker

Making good choices and thinking about her actions.
Always listening and sharing during mat time.
Becoming braver every day of school. What a great start!
Using different strategies to help him off to a great 1st term.
Always using his time to think back on learning experiences.
Asking relevant questions and wanting to know more.
Working towards achieving your personal best and reflecting on
personal goals.
Gaining more confidence each day to be courageous with new
experiences.
Speaking to an audience and answering questions during
‘Sharing’
Being courageous and changing oral language groups where she
had a go at writing her own story.
Being courageous and changing oral language groups where she
had a go at writing her own story.
Always being curious and showing independence in his learning.
Always being willing to support others in learning tasks.
Always owning his actions and taking responsibility for them.
Being able to reflect on his learning and understand his strengths.
Always being prepared to give learning your best go even when it
is challenging.

Congratulations to the following students who received the recent BPS IB Action Award.
Room 2

Emily

For going further and taking action by creating an action plan on her bedroom
wall to support her wellbeing.
Room 4 Caitlin
For going further and taking action by researching and looking for inspiration
for upcoming learning tasks at home.
Lily
For going further and taking action by downloading language apps to practice
new languages in her own time.
Room 5 Channelle
For going further and taking action by collecting rubbish from the yard to help
clean up our natural environment.
Leonora
For going further and taking action by collecting rubbish from the yard to help
clean up our natural environment.
Room 12 Jessica
For going further and taking action by taking a risk and joining the school
debate team. Jess this risk will expand your knowledge, lead you to become an
inquirer and improve your communication.
Room 16 Vida
For going further and taking action by spending a considerable amount of
designing, planning and creating a major item for a R-2 Play Box at home.
Room 17 Christopher For going further and taking action by respecting the environment and
collecting rubbish on our excursion at Ossie Goldsworthy.

Blackwood Primary School
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Mother Tongue at Blackwood Primary School
Mother tongue is the language most often spoken at home. The Blackwood Primary School community
is comprised of families from many different cultural backgrounds, collectively speaking over 30
languages other than English at home.
At Blackwood Primary School, we recognise the important role that development of a student’s mother
tongue language has on their wider success at school and beyond. Valuing the mother tongue languages
of our students enables them to maintain their cultural identity, encourages learner participation and
engagement with the curriculum.
School of Languages
On enrolment at Blackwood Primary School parents who identify with a language other than English
being spoken at home are encouraged to make contact with the School of Languages, who provide
lessons in over 20 different languages at locations around the Adelaide metropolitan area. Lessons
happen after normal school hours and complement the learning happening at Blackwood Primary
School.
School of Languages
Phone: (08) 8301 4800
Email: dl.1802.admin@schools.sa.edu.au
Fax: (08) 8301 4801
Address: 255 Torrens Road, West Croydon SA 5008
Support at School
Mother tongue is supported in our classrooms in a number of ways. Our classrooms are places where
multiple languages are celebrated and supported. Where applicable, links are made between the Units
of Inquiry each class studies as part of the IB Primary Years Program and the languages spoken by our
families at home. Our library stocks a number of texts in our mother tongue languages which are
available for students to borrow.

Staff, parents, family and friends can collect stickers
to support our school when they shop at
Woolworths.
With every $10 spent at Woolworths, one sticker is
collected. The stickers can be placed onto the Earn
& Learn sticker sheets and dropped into the
collection box in the office at Blackwood Primary
School or in our school collection box at Woolworths
Blackwood.
With the stickers you collect we can choose
equipment for our School’s own learning needs
across Arts & Craft, Digital Technologies, Maths,
English, Science, Outdoor and Indoor Play and more.

Blackwood Primary School
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Support Blackwood Primary School!
Get your new Entertainment Membership today.
With the 2018 | 2019 Entertainment Membership about to expire, now is the perfect time to buy
the brand new 2019 | 2020 Entertainment Membership! You can enjoy thousands of valuable
offers for everything you love to do, all while supporting fundraising for Blackwood Primary
School.
Purchase your 2019 | 2020 Entertainment Membership!

CLICK HERE TO
SUPPORT US NOW.

Activate your new Membership for a chance to win!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
Blackwood Primary School
Annette De Koning
0882785355
Annette.DeKoning119@schools.sa.edu.au

Blackwood Primary School
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