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An IB school valuing, supporting and inspiring a community of lifelong learners
Important Diary
Dates

Monday 8 June
Public Holiday

Tuesday 9 June
P&F Zoom Meeting
6.30pm

Tuesday 16 June
Governing Council Mtg
6pm

Friday 19 June
Wear a Beanie to
School Day
fundraiser for Brain
Cancer Research

Monday 20 July
1st Day Term 3
Student Free Day

‘We acknowledge this land that we meet on today is the
traditional lands for the Kaurna people and that we
respect their spiritual relationship with their country.
We also acknowledge the Kaurna people as the custodians of
the Adelaide region and that their cultural and heritage beliefs
are still as important to the living Kaurna people today.’
Last Wednesday marked the beginning of National
Reconciliation week 2020. It is pertinent that the theme for 2020 is ‘All in this
together.’ We certainly have all needed to pull together and the current situation
is a timely reminder of what we can achieve together.
Our classes are able to look at different cultural perspectives through many of our
Units of Inquiry. Currently our Yr 5/6 and Yr 6 classes have been focussing on
migration and part of this unit has focussed on the first fleet and the effect this
had on our indigenous Australians. Classes watched videos, looked at artwork and
completed a circle of viewpoints thinking routine to help students see the
viewpoints of others. OSHC have also been involved in activities including
indigenous art activities, reading Dreamtime stories and studying aboriginal
symbols. This is only one example of how Aboriginal perspectives are interwoven
throughout our curriculum and it is important to acknowledge cultural
perspectives in all we do.
At this time I would like to thank everyone for their support in keeping our school
safe by remaining outside the buildings. We know how difficult this is for parents
and carers and we certainly miss the support that you provide for our classrooms.
As mentioned before, the independence shown by our children has been amazing
and we look forward to this continuing. Even though you are not able to be
directly involved in our classrooms there are many other ways to stay connected
with the school and your child’s learning;
 Checking in regularly on your child’s Seesaw account will enable you to see
many learning activities
 Regularly listening or reading to your child at home
 Expressing a love of learning through demonstrating how you learn new
things
 Learning together at home exploring areas of interest with your child
 Supervising Home Learning
 Joining the Parents and Friends, OSHC, Sports or Grounds Committees
 Sports Coaching
Parental involvement in their child’s education is one of the biggest indicators of
success. We look forward to working together to support your children and can’t
wait to have your support back in classrooms when we are able!
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School Information

Car Parking

Student Absence
If your child will be absent
from school, please
send a txt through the

As you have undoubtedly noticed the main car park has been exceptionally busy,
due to more people dropping children off and the wet weather beginning to set
in. The following strategies have been working well when all parents follow
them:
 Pull into the kiss ‘n drop section from the furthest end of the kiss n’ drop
 Drive up as far as you can. (Do not leave a space in front of you.)
 Do not exit your car. (If you need to get out of your car please find a car
park and do not enter kiss n’ drop.)
 Pull out of the kiss ‘n drop at the end closest to Seymour St. (When cars
pull out halfway along they then block the whole of kiss n’ drop for the
remainder of the parents waiting.)
 Only drop your children in the kiss n’ drop section (When parents drop in
the other section of the car park then the whole carpark becomes
blocked as parents are driving through and blocking others from exiting
the kiss n’ drop section.)

School Star App
or

SMS Text to
0427 016 460
***
Banking Day
No banking until
further notice
***
Term Uniform Shop
Opening Hours
Onsite shop closed until
further notice
Daws Road shop open and
online orders
Ph: 8350 7933
***
KickStart Breakfast
In recess until further
notice
***
Lost and Found
Ensure all items are clearly
labelled so we can return
them to you and check the
lost and found cupboard
for missing items.
***
BPS Playgroup
In recess until further
notice
***
School Tour Days
In recess until further
notice
We offer school tours for
new families & new
students.
Contact Reception on
8278 5355 for the next
tour date and to book.

***
To join, search for
Blackwood PS Scene
in Facebook and click on
the Join button.

Please click here to see these strategies in action.
http://blackwoodps.sa.edu.au/uploads/b/52179751105978101162150532/cp720_267.mp4
(animation by Georgie & Channelle)
We are continuing to have issues with parents pulling into the kiss n’ drop section
of the carpark and parking there from 3.00pm onwards. This is creating a danger
for others coming into the car park as they are having to queue on Shepherds Hill
Rd. From next week leadership will be on duty and anyone entering the kiss n’
drop section before the bell will be asked to move on and find a park as there
are car parks free when people are waiting in kiss n’ drop. Parent will also be
asked to move if their child is not in kiss n’ drop when they arrive.

Reporting Semester 1
Due to COVID-19 our reporting for Semester 1 will look a little different and the
timing has been extended. Children will receive written reports during Week 3,
Term 3 showing achievement for Semester 1. This allows teachers more time to
collect evidence of achievement. More information regarding conferences will
be sent as soon as possible in line with Government guidelines for COVID-19.

Uniform Policy
Our last newsletter had an invitation to contact the school if you had a cultural or
financial reason for not following our uniform policy, endorsed by Governing
Council. This is a final reminder. Please check that your child is wearing correct
school uniform. This includes: School pants (not Track Pants), tights in school
colours (not black and not leggings.) All accessories also need to be in school
colours including scarves and beanies. School coloured beanies are available for
sale through Rosanne Fuller. From Monday, any children not in school uniform
will receive a letter to take home to highlight items not within our policy. We
take pride in our school and the uniform that we wear. Please refer to the
uniform policy on the website.
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Room 4 Newsletter article
House points update
This term for house points our class has chosen to give house
points for uploading home learning to Seesaw, a few handball
tournaments, sports day games in fitness and by being on
level 4 (class independence scale) for a long time. We have
been able to make the rules and gather points for getting
someone out, reaching king, and for displaying good
sportsmanship skills. Our handball tournaments have been
very enjoyable and we have collected a reasonable amount of
points for our teams.
By Andy M and Logan.
How we express ourselves
In Room 4 during our ‘How we express ourselves’ unit, our class has been
working on different types of art such as pop art and abstract art. First we
explored a style of pop art by a Japanese artist named Takashi Murakami and the
art we based it off was the Champange Supernova (happy flower art work).
By Mia & Maia

Who we are
We have been exploring the central idea ‘Our choices can
influence our own, and others’ wellbeing.’
What is wellbeing? Wellbeing is being comfortable, happy and
healthy. but everyone can improve their wellbeing. For our
summative task, we each chose a different type of wellbeing
(mental, physical – nutrition, sleep, or social) to inquire into, plan
and brainstorm and create something to share with others. Here
are some of the presentations people did. I (Taasha) did a video
about nutrition. I (Aimee) did a recipe book and a cooking video.
By Aimee and Taasha
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Single Subject Lessons Overview
In 2020 we have had many single subject lessons like always. Us, in Room 4 have done lessons such as
language lessons (Japanese), music/drama lessons science and of course PE!
PE
Our current unit is Spikeball and it’s also known as Roundnet, taught by Mrs Fuller and Ms Lindquist.
Right now we’re doing skill levels to build up our skills in spikeball.
Japanese
Our class’ Japanese lessons are taught by Sensei Satomura.
Our last unit was traveling to Japan. Of course, we didn’t
actually go to Japan. We made posters about where we
were going to go if we were given a chance to visit Japan,
and where we wouldn’t go. We decorated our posters with
coloured paper and we had to write at least one sentence
in hiragana about where we will go and where we won’t go
and include at least one example of kanji - one of the many
ways of Japanese writing. But now we are learning about
patterns in Japan (mounyou もうにゅお) and how they
make an impact on Japanese culture, the symbolic
meaning of them and where from nature they came from.
Music/ Drama
Currently in Performing Arts, taught by Jodie, we have just finished doing monologues, which is a long
scene where a character talks, and we finished filming them last Friday. We had to plan where to film it,
props and our costumes.
Science
In Science, we made questions that relate to physical and chemical changes in groups of two to three.
My group’s question was, ‘how do antidepressants affect your brain and body?’ We made Google slides
about the answer, and then we were peer assessed by our classmates and John, our teacher. So, all in
all, these are our Single Subject lessons we do each week.
By Sienna and Cynthia

Uniform Shop
The onsite uniform shop in currently closed until further notice. Purchases can be made online or in
person at the Devon Clothing Shop, 84 Daws Road, Edwardstown.
Opening hours:

Monday- Friday 9am-5pm
Saturday 10am-1pm

Blackwood Primary School

Page 4

Blackwood Brilliance
Recently three of our Year 7 students entered the Write4fun writing competition for short stories and
poetry. This competition encourages students to develop and showcase their writing skills.
Congratulations to Inara, Anna and Michelle whose writing pieces have all been selected as finalists.
These will be published in a book and currently the students are going through to the next stage of
judging. Their writing is simply amazing. Read below to find what accomplished authors they are.

Meaning
By Inara
Everything around me begins to crumble. All that I have ever known and loved is being destroyed, but I
can’t move. I can only watch as my once flawless life falls apart beneath my feet. Plumes of smoke
envelop me in what used to be my home. Fire erupts in nearby buildings that have made up this village
for centuries.
Then it hits. Something crashes through what used to be a tile roof. Then everything is gone. Not a single
brick left unscathed. The village is in ruins, and I’m still stuck. Unable to move from the fragmented
earth I lie upon. All that had only moments ago surrounded me, is no more. Yet I lie here, heart beating,
ears ringing, in the middle of it all. My body too weak to feel the searing pain I should have
encountered, so I feel nothing. Not even the air flowing out of my lungs with every shallow breath. For
one still moment, everything is calm.
I slowly close my eyes, remembering what my life used to be before all of this. Memories come flooding
back like waves crashing onto the shore. For the first time in all the chaos, I let myself reminisce. I think
of my devoted mother, who always found the time to listen, of my adoring father, who never failed to
raise my spirits, and of my younger brother, whom I loved so dearly.
This is the moment I realise what it truly means to live. A well of tears form in my dry eyes. Life isn’t
about being the most powerful or being in charge. Life is about love and happiness. About being the
best versions of ourselves and having compassion and appreciation for all the things we often take for
granted. Life is more than a competition, more than a game we play to win. It is about acceptance, and
loving everyone, including ourselves, for who we really are.
I look around me. At my broken home. Things could have been different if people had only understood
this. But they hadn't, and now what surrounds me is the ruins of a broken society and a broken belief.
“Sorry”, I mouth, before closing my eyes one final time, and letting myself become one with the
fractured ground. For the first time since it started, I feel a sense of tranquility wash over me. I steadily
descend into the earth that has withstood such harsh conditions, that has kept going even through the
hardships.
For a moment I want to scream. To tell everyone what it means to live, but I know I can’t. I know that
whatever I may have been able to say would be dismissed or overlooked, because once, I was one of
them. The only way to ensure their survival is if they can understand for themselves. A small tear glides
swiftly down my cheek. I know this will happen again, and that next time we won’t be so easily forgiven.

Options
By Michelle
The sound of rippling water floods my ears as the birds sing their morning song. I stare into the horizon,
how long will it take before they realise I’m gone? Sitting on the edge of the small jetty, I remove my
shoes and dangle my feet in the water. It feels cold against my skin just like the love I never received.
Taking in my surroundings, I think back to all the times I should’ve appreciated what life brought me, but
it’s too late now. I let a tear escape. Slowly removing the letter from my pocket and carefully placing it
Blackwood Primary School
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underneath my shoes, I check my watch, it’s 11:45, I’ve been here for nearly 5 hours. I stand up and tie
the rock around my foot, looking at the sky for the last time. I take my final breath and jump.
I shiver as the water seeps into my cuts and wounds. Time seems to slow down as I shut my eyes and let
the silence swallow me. The rock drags me deeper under the water and I start to sink faster as water
enters my lungs. I open my eyes and stare up at the surface, the sight is overwhelming.
The sun, now fully risen shines its light on the water creating a calmness, making me wonder what my
life could’ve been.
I come to a realisation, I might not be able to change the past, but I can decide my future. I try to gasp
for air only to fill my lungs up with more water. I start to panic. My frail arms desperately try to swim
upwards, but the rock pulls me down deeper. I reach down and untie the rock. I use all my energy to
reach the surface. As soon as I reach the top, I fill my lungs up with the ever so sweet air.
I pull myself onto the jetty. Catching my breath, I reach over and pull out the note from underneath my
shoes. I start to cry as I read the note to myself, tears hitting the paper staining it. Reading the note, I
feel a pang of sadness overwhelmed by emotions, I rip up the note, I cry harder at each rip. It’s not easy
to get over my decision from just minutes ago but I know what I have to do. I crumple up what’s left of
the note and throw it in the water.
Watching the water splash as the note hits the water, my knees give way and I hide my tear streaked
face in my lap. The note sinks deeper and deeper every second. What would’ve happened if I just left
myself in there? Would I have died? Would someone have found me? After a while, I find the energy to
pull myself up and stand. Carrying my shoes in my hand, I look at the surrounding atmosphere and let
one last tear escape.
The world really is beautiful.

The Cat and Boo
By Anna
There once was cat
He had a mat
Which was where he sat
Though he wasn’t nice he was a brat
He lived on 17 Chu Avenue
With his owner Boo
And when Boo got close to him he would go atishoo
The cat flew across the room because of the atishoo
Boo would always say sorry
To make up for it every time they got some calamari
And cruised in their Ferrari
And would watch Katy Starry
They would even go to the park and meet up with Barni

2021 Enrolments
We are currently planning for our new enrolments for next year. If you have another child in your family
who is due to commence Reception in 2021, please contact the school office for an enrolment form.
Also, if you know of any other families who are planning on enrolling please let them know. Thank you
to those families who have already contacted us for enrolment forms.
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We discovered a Time Capsule from the 1980’s!
This term, the R/1 classes have been looking at how 'measurement is used in different ways to organise
our lives and allows us to have a common language'. Our learning journey took us down the path of
‘time capsules’, as we received a very special letter from Mrs Robson!
It read…
Dear Children of 2020,
We are the Receptions and Year 1 children from the 1980’s. That means we’re now as old as some of
your mums and dads!
We are writing this letter to let you know that a time capsule has been buried in the school grounds.
You need to find the capsule and dig it up. We have stored some really exciting things inside the
capsule!
Enjoy finding it!
We found out that Mrs Robson went to Blackwood Primary School and she found some clues to the time
capsule in her old cupboard. We took some gardening shovels and went with Mrs Robson around the
grounds, where she gave us clues to find it. We had to count really high and take large steps to the
‘special’ spot. We eventually found it near the Wittunga fence and began digging for it. We couldn't
believe how different the past is to now!
We then got to make our very own time capsules that we would open when we are older! We wrote a
letter to ourselves, a letter to a friend, a handprint and a self-portrait. This what we have to say about
our time capsule experience.

“We have been bringing jars to school and decorating them. In the jars we have letters to our friends and
to our future selves. In 2030 we will get to open our jars” – Fox, Year 1, Room 17.
“We dug up a time capsule in our school, it was really fun. We found lots of stuff inside like a teddy, a
video tape and schools books with photos in them. – Jonathon, Reception, Room 17.
“It was really fun making our own time capsule because we got to decorate them and make them exciting
and pretty” – Siobhan, Year 1, Room 18.
“Inside my time capsule was pictures, I really liked creating them it was so fun and can’t wait to dig it up” –
Sam, Reception, Room 18.
“I learnt that time capsules help you revise what you have done over time. It’s a really good way to
remember things that you have done in the past” – Zoe, Year 1, Room 16.
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“Time capsules can make you remember lots and lots of things from years ago. When we got to find the
time capsule at school it was really fun” – Orbit, Year 1, Room 16.
I enjoyed watching them take out all the things inside the time capsule. The coolest thing inside the time
capsule was a Ninja Turtle. – Archie, Reception, Room 15
I liked making the time capsule because it was fun and good to learn about. My favourite thing inside the
time capsule was Alf. – Catherine, Year 1, Room 15.

From
Rm 15 (Ms Sacha), Rm 16 (Mrs Grigoris), Rm 17 (Mrs Schipanski) and Rm 18 (Mrs Williams).
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July 2020 Program
When?

Where?

Tuesday
7 July 2020
9:30am (registration)
10:00am – 3:15pm

School of Languages
255 Torrens Road,
WEST CROYDON

Wednesday
8 July 2020
9:30am (registration)
10:00am – 3:15pm
Thursday
9 July 2020
9:30am (registration)
10:00am – 3:15pm
Tuesday
14 July 2020
9:30am (registration)
10:00am – 3:15pm
Wednesday
15 July 2020
9:30am (registration)
10:00am – 3:15pm

School of Languages
255 Torrens Road,
WEST CROYDON

Blackwood Primary School

What?




Indonesian: Let’s play with shadows
Jin-do Magic (Korean Native Dog)
Ngarrindjeri Cultural Experience

School of Languages
255 Torrens Road,
WEST CROYDON





Come and learn Auslan!
Die Schultüte (German Surprise!!)
Ngarrindjeri Natjis (Totems)

School of Languages
255 Torrens Road,
WEST CROYDON







Auslan: Deaf Culture Experience
Korean Dances Moves!
Can you play Indonesian jump rope?

School of Languages
255 Torrens Road,
WEST CROYDON







German: Postcards from another
time
Hindi: Experience incredible India!
Spanish: Hispanic Heritage Day
Let’s play games in Auslan!
Let’s ride on an Indonesian ricksaw!
Ngarrindjeri: Miminis and Kornis
Lakinlyeri (Girls and Boys)
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