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An IB school valuing, supporting and inspiring a community of lifelong learners
Important Diary
Dates
Monday 2 September
School closure Day
(Show Day)
Tuesday 3 September
P&F Meeting
6pm Staff Room
Thursday 5 September
MP/UP Assembly
2.30pm Room 12
Friday 6, 13 & 20 Sept
Footsteps Rec- Year 5
Tuesday 10 September
Japanese Sports Day
5pm Finance Mtg

The term seems to be flying by and it’s hard to believe that we
are already in Week 6.
I am really pleased to announce that Amanda Gulliver has now
been appointed to the position of Deputy Principal for the next
5 years. Amanda has been an integral part of the Leadership
Team for the past 5 years and it great that we are able to
continue this partnership with her in this position.
Congratulations Amanda!
Jen Herbert will now continue to act in the role, vacated by Amanda as Coordinator, until the end of 2019.
Over the next 4 weeks, and 1 week into Term 4, I will be taking some long-service
leave. During this time the school will be in very capable hands with Amanda in
the Principal role.
It was really pleasing to see such great support for our “Book Week” and “Special
Friends” day on Thursday last week. As you can see from the photos the
involvement from our community was amazing! The theme of “Reading is my
superpower really had me thinking about how much time we spend promoting
reading with our children as opposed to the amount of time they spend in front of
a screen.

6pm Governing Council
Thursday 12 September
Festival Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 14 September
Festival Choir
Performance

Our Junior Primary Book Week Parade for Parents, Grandparents and
Special Friends

Our Primary Book Week Parade for Parents, Grandparents and
Special Friends
How much time does your child spend on a screen? The more I read and hear
about screens and technology the more I become concerned for our children, their
safety and their development. Screen time is escalating at an alarming rate and
we are seeing the consequences of this in the children that we are educating. Not
all screen time and technology is bad! There are certainly many benefits also, but
research suggests that excessive screen time can have negative effects on physical,
social, psychological and cognitive development.
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School Information
Student Absence
If your child will be absent
from school, please
send a txt through the

School Star App
or

SMS Text to
0427 016 460
***
Banking Day
Banking day is
Wednesday
***
Term Uniform Shop
Opening Hours
Monday
8:15 – 9:15
Wednesday 12:45 – 1:30
Friday
8:15 – 9:15
3:00 – 3:45
Ph: 0401 913 830
***
KickStart Breakfast
Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday
& Friday 8:30am
Outside the Canteen
***
Lost and Found
Ensure all items are clearly
labelled so we can return
them to you and check the
lost and found cupboard
for missing items.
***
BPS Playgroup
Thursdays
0 – 4 year olds
9am to 11am
OSHC Room
***
School Tour Days
We offer school tours for
new families & new
students.
Contact Reception on
8278 5355 for the next
tour date and to book.

***
To join, search for
Blackwood PS Scene
in Facebook and click on
the Join button.

So how much time is recommended for children of Primary School age?
Research suggests for children and young people (5-17 years old) no more than 2
hours of recreational screen time, including watching TV or looking at a computer
or phone, is recommended in a 24hr period.
So what things can you do to assist your child to decrease their screen time if
necessary? Here are a few suggestions:
 Have a screen free day! Adults and kids too!
 Board games are a wonderful way to promote social skills
 Visiting some local attractions such as Wittunga Botanic Gardens, the
Local Library or Park
 Gardening together
 Getting children involved in running the household with chores
 Being a great role model with your own screen time
So take the time to share a book, a game or just simply have some family time
talking and enjoying activities together. The benefits of this time together are
limitless!

VR Ignite Incursion

A student from room 20 creating his space picture
As a follow on from Science week and the ongoing inquiry about the human
endeavour to understand our place in the Solar System. Students from room
19, 20, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 12 were immersed into a virtual reality to explore
space and to make their own sense of our Solar System and beyond.
The older students were sent on a fact finding mission launching between planets
where they had to work as teams to gather as many facts as they could, while the
younger students created their own 3D picture of the Solar System one that they
then could walk through and around the picture.
Students were highly engaged, demonstrating some great IB skills such as being
inquirer, thinker, and communicator. For some students just putting on the
strange goggles and walking around in a new world was being a brave risk-taker.
Overall, it was a highly successful incursion and thankyou to the team at VR
Ignite.
John Darrell
Science Teacher

Students from room 12 working together
to find facts about our solar system.
Blackwood Primary School

Page 2

Room 14 News
Room 14 has been very busy this term, working alongside our buddies and exploring the weather.
We have been busy writing information reports, researching weather events that happen in
Australia and exploring the central idea, “Weather is constantly changing and affects living things.”
Students are investigating how we change to suit different weather conditions, how weather affects
living things, and exploring the different seasons.

The students wrote a description about clouds,
which they then turned into a cloud.

Big Buddies
As well as working with our Room 3 buddy class, Room 14
has been lucky enough to work with senior students from
Blackwood High School. This term, the students have
been creating games for our class. These students are
playing Mega Snakes and Ladders with their buddies.
Other games the students played were Celebrity Heads
and Guess Who.

OSHC
Term 3 has been a time for lots of exciting changes at OSHC, introducing a few new things in relation to
our afternoon care procedures. Now, children from Reception and Year 1 have their very own ‘red hat’
that they are able to wear at OSHC and on excursions – meaning school hats do not need to be removed
from their classrooms. Over the coming years we hope to continue implementing this so that every
student at OSHC will have their own ‘red hat.’
As our enrolments at OSHC continue to increase, we have now split in to two different groups for
signing in and eating times during afternoon care. We now have ‘The Joeys’ (Rec-1) and ‘The Dingoes’
(Yr 2-7). This introduction has made the afternoons a lot easier for students’ transition from school to
OSHC and we still get to play all together during our activity and outside times.
We would like to remind parents that due to the staff to student ratios, morning care is currently
capped at 30. Please keep this in mind when booking your children in last minute via the ‘My Family
Lounge’ application.
Finally, from everyone at Blackwood OSHC, we would like to thank the members of the OSHC committee
for their suggestions and support throughout the year. If you are interested in joining the OSHC
committee, please call the service or speak to Amanda Gulliver-Mort.
Stay tuned for our upcoming Vacation Care Program!
Blackwood Primary School
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Mitcham Hills Mini Eisteddfod
On Sunday 25th August, a total of 66 students from Blackwood and Eden Hills Primary Schools took part
in the Mitcham Hills Mini Eisteddfod. This was the 13th year for the Eisteddfod, an in-house musical
festival which aims to give children an element of competition for all ages and levels in a safe and fun
environment. It has been a wonderful learning experience for the children over the past ten weeks, as
many of them learnt to play duets and trios together for the first time. It has fostered care and
consideration for each other, perseverance, cooperation, teamwork, patience and tolerance. Although
not all the results were perfect on the day, every child gave their best effort and there were many
personal success stories.
We encourage all children learning an instrument to practice regularly and achieve their best, but it is
very important that they enjoy making music, feel comfortable performing and having a go. Music has
been found to enrich the lives of all who participate in its creation or enjoyment, and the Eisteddfod
allows our children to have a lot of fun sharing this amazing musical experience.
Many thanks to all the children, parents and teachers who supported this day, and to Winston Music for
the loan of a piano and music vouchers for the winners. Over $200 was donated to Shelter Box.
Sarah Walsh – piano teacher & Eisteddfod co-ordinator.
The winners from Blackwood Primary School were:
Ayden:
Isabel:
Sanad:
Karthik:
Maia:
Nduati & Max:
Sebastian:
Mae:
Kristin, James & Pim:

beginner piano younger
beginner woodwind
beginner piano older
Intermediate strings
early intermediate piano
ensemble
intermediate piano
late intermediate piano
Piano trio

Blackwood Primary School
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Senior Soccer Team 2019

Back Row: Daniel, Kane, Huw, Jamie Offler (Coach), Owen, Nadia, Nduati
Front Row: Max, Jack, Wamui, Parsa, Wilson

Hi, my name is Max and I have been playing school soccer for 3 years. My favourite part about the
season was hanging out with my friends and having fun. I enjoyed being the goal keeper and playing in
defence.
I would like to thank my dad for coaching the team this year. He has coached me every year that I have
played. This season my team played 11 games - we won 3 and drew 2.
I hope to continue playing soccer with my friends next year in high school.

Under 11 Soccer Team 2019

Back Row: Lucas, Taasha, Aiden, Aden, Imogen, Healey
Front Row: Raphael, Hunter, Charlie, Megan, Sanad, Finlay
Coaches: Arni White, Darren Centofanti, Adrian Fry

Hi I’m Immy and I played in the under 11 soccer team this year.
I really enjoyed playing in the carnival at Bowker street, it was fun. We scored a few goals and some
games we drew.
My team consists of mainly boys, but this year Taasha and Megan joined which was great to see other
girls playing, as in previous years I have been the only girl on the team.
I enjoyed playing this year, even though sometimes the weather wasn’t the best and it was cold.
I have learnt many skills whilst playing soccer and would like to thank my coaches this year for a great
season.
Blackwood Primary School
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Under 9 Soccer Team

Back Row: Blake, Willem, Max, Samuel, Andy, Max
Front Row: Reuben, Charlie, Matthew, Billy, Alex. Coach: Connor Rogosic-Smith
Absent: Akeliah

This was my first season playing soccer. There were 14 of us on the team and our coach Connor Smith.
Some of us had played soccer before but a lot of us hadn’t. I have learned a lot about soccer this season.
Some of our games were played in pouring rain, we still played and won and didn’t ever give up.
Our team played really well together, we practiced at training and at lunch times.
Our coach Connor, taught us a lot. The best thing I learned was you can pass to defence if there is no
one available in attack to pass to.
I also learned it wasn’t just about winning, it was also about having fun.
I think the team did really well this year and had lots of fun. I hope we all get to play together again next
year.
By Max

Assembly Awards
Congratulations to the following students who received the recent Primary Years Program (PYP) IB
Learner Profile Awards.
Room 1

Room 2

Ruby

Principled

Dorothy

Balanced

Jacob

Thinker

Aimee

Balanced

Amelia

Room 3

Hugh

Risk Taker &
Communicator
Thinker

Room 5

Wilson
Lucas

Principled
Knowledgeable

Ada

Risk Taker
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Giving her all on new learning tasks, including fractions in
maths lessons.
Being a positive and responsible role model for other students
to look up to.
Regularly making interesting, creative connections in his
learning and sharing them with the class.
Working hard to successfully manage her emotions and
interactions with peers.
Communicating more confidently with the class and
consistently working collaboratively.
Thinking deeply about his learning & always willing to share his
thinking with the class.
Taking responsibility for his learning.
Always having great ideas and being willing to share them with
the class.
Showing more confidence with sharing work and ideas to her
peers.
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Room 6

Cynthia
Austin
Twinkle

Inquirer
Thinker
Principled

Room 7

Noah
Shu
Karthik
Chrishanya

Balanced
Balanced
Balanced
Reflective

Ivy
Kane

Principled
Knowledgeable

Room 8

Amali
Mitch

Thinker
Thinker

Room 9

Bella

Thinker

Charlie
Isabella

Communicator
Courageous

Room 5

Room 12 Ethan
Joshua

Balanced
Communicator

Gracie

Communicator

Cale
Kyra

Thinker
Principled

Showing great focus and initiative during her research inquiry.
Improving the speed and accuracy of his times tables.
Having a consistently positive attitude towards all areas of her
schooling.
Making a very positive start to his PYP Exhibition.
Keeping up to date with his Term 3 inquiry.
Keeping up to date with his Term 3 inquiry.
Reflecting on her 3 way interviews and putting effort into
projecting her voice in class.
Being self motivated during exhibition lessons.
Routinely working on improving his maths skills at home
with his dad.
Being dedicated to learning and pursuing her line of Inquiry
Displaying commitment to learning and investigating his line
of Inquiry.
Courageously navigating Maker’s Empire and attempting
new challenges independently.
Thoughtfully expressing his ideas within his writing.
Having a go at learning tasks even when they are
challenging.
Making strong choices in class and in the playground.
Producing an excellent effort in his persuasive text, which
had a very effective “Sizzling Start”.
Finding a way to effectively support her learning by talking
with her peers in maths.
Applying his learning about political systems.
Proactively volunteering to do jobs in class.

Congratulations to the following student who received the recent BPS IB Action Award.
Room 12 Lucas

Discussing with his family his inquiry and bringing in newspaper clippings of the
first moon landing.

Undokai - Japanese Sports Day
On Tuesday September 10th Blackwood Primary School will be having Japanese Sports Day. Each class
has been divided into a white team (shiro gumi) and a red team (aka gumi). The red team can wear their
school uniform and sneakers. The white team need to wear a white t-shirt (no tank tops or singlets
please) which can have some writing or design on it, or be plain, school shorts or culottes and sneakers.
Hats and sunblock must be worn for outside activities.
8:50
9:40
10:50

Yr 2/3 – Yr 7 in Hall for
assembly
Rms 4,5 & 6 Activities
Rm 7 & 8 Activities

11:40
1:40

Rm 1 & 9 Activities
Rm 12 & Rm 3 Activities

2:30
3:15

Rms 1 & 2 activities
Finish
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Rms 19 & 20 in music rm
then activities
Rms 19 & 20 activities
Rms 14, 15 & 16 in music rm
then activities
Rms 14,15 & 16 activities
Rms 17 & 18 in music rm
then activities
Rms 17 & 18 activities
finish
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