NEWSLETTER
Week 10 Term 3 2017
Principal: Phil Garner
Deputy Principal: Kris Robson

4 Seymour Street, Eden Hills 5050 Phone: 8278 5355

www.blackwoodps.sa.edu.au

An IB school valuing, supporting and inspiring a community of lifelong learners

Important Diary
Dates
Friday 29th September
End of Term 3
School Finishes 3.20pm

Monday 16th October
Start of Term 4

Monday 16th October
to Wednesday 18th
October
Room 6 & 7
Wirraway Camp

Tuesday 17th October
P&F Meeting
Staffroom 6-7pm

Friday 27th October
World Teachers Day

Sunday 29th October
P&F Bunnings Marion BBQ
9am to 4pm

Tuesday 31st October
Governing Council Mtg
Staffroom 6pm

Friday 3rd November
STUDENT FREE DAY
To join, search for
Blackwood PS Scene
in Facebook and click on the
Join button.

Festival of Music
I had the pleasure of attending the 2017 Festival of Music Choir
performance at the Entertainment Centre last week. It was an
incredible spectacle with over 900 students from primary schools
across the state. Our school had 18 students performing with
Giana, Georgie and Gwen performing solos to a packed audience.
We also had James and Ella performing in the troupe and Young
Young playing his violin in the orchestra. Thank you to Jodie for preparing our
students so well and to parents for helping them to practise the difficult lyrics. It was
a wonderful night.

Children’s University
30 Blackwood Primary School students graduated from Children’s University, Adelaide
last week. The Graduation ceremony was held in Bonython Hall at Adelaide
University. Students have worked extremely hard to increase their learning outside of
school through extra-curricular activities. This programme acknowledges their efforts
and the diversity of their learning. We are very proud of our graduates and the value
they place on education. Congratulations to all Graduates. Thank you Judy Adami for
your ongoing support in this programme.

What can I do to help my child do well at school?
Part 3 - Talk with your child everyday about their day
Children who talk openly with their parents about their day, such as what happens at
school and current age appropriate events have better educational outcomes.
Activities like discussing books, films or television programmes or eating meals
together around the table are also associated with better student reading
performance in school.
TIPS - THINGS YOU CAN DO
 Talk with your child about what’s happening at school – activities, programmes,
what they are learning and even what happens in the playground.
 Watch age-appropriate TV with your child and talk about what you watch together.
 Have dinner at the table with the TV off and talk about what happened in
everyone’s day.
 Talk with your child about history, news, or any subject that interests them.
 If you find it hard to get your child to talk to you about what is happening at
school, try these ideas:
 Instead of asking “How was school today?’ ask “What was fun? What was the
worst part of the day? What’s something new you learned today?”
 Take ideas from their Home Leaning Grid and try to discuss those.
 Ask your child’s teachers to give you a list of the work they are covering at
school.

Department for Education and Child Development T/A South Australian Government Schools CRICOS Provider Number: 00018A

School Information
Student Absence
8278 5355
If a student is late or
absent, please ring the
office on the above
number before 9am
or

SMS Text
to
0427 016 460
***
Banking Day
Banking day is
TUESDAY

Children’s University Graduation 2017
Congratulations to all our students who enrolled in Children’s University this
year. We have had 30 students graduate with 30 or more hours of learning
outside of school hours through accredited learning destinations. For 24 of
those students it was their 1st year in Children’s University and 6 graduated
for the 2nd time.
On Thursday 21 September, 26 of our 30 graduates attended the graduation
ceremony at Bonython Hall at The University of Adelaide along with their
families. Mrs Robson was on stage and introduced our graduates to Professor
Jenny Shaw, Executive Dean Faculty of the Arts the University of Adelaide,
who presented them with their certificates.

***
Term Uniform Shop
Opening Hours
Monday
8:15 – 9:15
Wednesday 12:45 – 1:30
Friday
8:15 – 9:15
3:00 – 3:45
Ph: 0401 913 830
***
KickStart Breakfast
Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday
& Friday 8:30am
Outside the Canteen
***
Lost and Found
Ensure all items are clearly
labelled so we can return
them to you and check the
lost and found cupboard
for missing items.
***
BPS Playgroup
Thursdays
0 – 4 year olds
9am to 11am
OSHC Room
***
School Tour Days
We offer school tours for
new families & new
students.
Contact Reception on
8278 5355 for the next
tour date and to book.

Congratulations to Georgina, Erika, Danielle, Lauren, Mia, Aimee, Oliver,
Inara, Odeethtow, Imogen, Caitlin, Young Young, Faaris, Isabel, Jessica,
Nduati, Wamui, Mia-Rose, Gabi, Chrishalya, Chrishella and Giana on receiving
National Bronze Award for 30 hours of participation.
Kira, Lachlan, Chrishanya, Lucy and Michelle received National Silver Award
for 65 hours of participation.
Finlay and Caitlin received National Gold Award for 100 hours of participation
and Twinkle received the Bronze Certificate for 130 hours of participation.
We look forward to more students enrolling in 2018 after our CUA launch
early in Term 1.
Judy Adami – Children’s University Coordinator
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Article for Festival Choir Performance at the Adelaide Entertainment Centre
On Tuesday 12th September, 18 of our students performed on stage at the Adelaide Entertainment
Centre as part of the Public Primary Schools Festival of Music.
This year, for the first time in many years, the choir was composed of over a 1000 students returning to
the past, when the choral festival was known as The Thousand Voice Choir.
Three of our dedicated students, Georgie, Giana and Gwenda had the amazing opportunity of
performing solo on the night and did so, brilliantly.
Our school was also represented by James and Ella who were part of the dance troupe and Young Young
who played viola in the orchestra.
The Primary Schools Festival of Music, an official state icon, is a public school-based music education
program which is a collaboration between DECD and the SAPPS Music Society, which gives all SA public
primary students the opportunity to perform at a prestigious venue.
This year the Festival started with a big bang, as an “Arena Percussion Group” opened the concert while
all 1000 students filed onto stage. The commissioned work was entitled “The Nutcracker and the Mouse
King” which was a series of five songs based around the popular classical composition “The Nutcracker
Suite”, and the concert ended with the pop song “Live Louder”.
In between there were a number of Assisting Artists from public primary and secondary schools, other
choir items that presented different musical genre, and two pieces that specifically showcased the
talents of the orchestra.
It was a spectacular event that our students excelled at. Well done to all involved.
Jodie Bartlett – Arts Coordinator
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Explorer Excursion – Room 1
On Thursday 14th September, Room 1 went on an
excursion to the State Library and the Museum
We caught the train to Adelaide. When we got to
Adelaide we walked to the State library. There we met
Karen and Isabel who were our guides for the
morning.
They divided us into two groups. We separated and
went into different directions around the library. One
group went underground to the basement, we saw
some old diaries, scrolls and old newspapers from the
1840’s when South Australia was very new. We saw
maps of the Blackwood area and some old photos,
including what the roundabout looked like before the roundabout was there.
We saw old newspapers using a special computer that can read films. We saw ‘The Treasures Wall’ filled
with gold, silver, limestone, wool, zinc, copper and other materials that are found in South Australia.
Then we had recess in front of the museum. After everyone had finished their recess we went inside the
museum and placed our bags in a big box.
When we went inside we met a lady called Beth. She told us heaps about Douglas Mawson and his
expeditions to Antarctica. She told us we could have a little look around and look at all the items that
Mawson took with him and brought back from the Antarctic.
After that we walked back to the train station and ate our lunch. We then caught the train back to
school.
By Aarushi, Max and Shu- Room 1
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2017 Year 07 PYP Exhibition
The PYP Exhibition started around Week 4
but we had worked on things to do with
our line of inquiry, “Values, attitudes and
behaviours can be shaped by the media”,
in the earlier weeks of Term 3. This year
the topic of our exhibition was based
around the media which is everything from
technology to newspapers. The first thing
we had to do was sign an academic
honesty and bibliographies agreement,
which said we were not allowed to steal or
take credit for anyone else’s work without
writing a bibliography from the source.
After, we had to finish an essential
agreement form which had things about
how we planned to work throughout our inquiry. After that we
started coming up with our own line of inquiry, which then led to
forming our 4 key concept questions. Each question had to involve
a different concept to the other. After we had our key questions in
place we started testing, investigating and researching to get all
the information for our topic. There were many ways to get
information like simply just using the internet, by talking to
others/experts who might know, to taking surveys. We also had
the chance to email or talk to other people outside of the school.
We investigated for about 2 to 3 weeks, then after gathering all the
information we needed we carried on to come up with an action.
This is done by looking at all the information we gathered and
asking ourselves, “What are you going to do with it?”. We had to
create an action plan which had 5 questions - What is your
action/proposed action? What are the reasons for your proposed
action? What materials/equipment you will need to carry out your
action? When/how will you carry out your action? How will you
measure if your action is successful. Finally, on Tuesday week 9 we
did a big performance in the hall where a lot of our parents came.
After the performance we went to our booths/tables set up around
the room. We got asked many questions by anyone that was there,
we had to answer all their questions as well as we could. The whole
thing went for about 1 hour and 15 minutes.
Article written by Lachie Rudd
Here are some year sevens’ opinion’s on the exhibition:
“I think the exhibition is an interesting and thoughtful process and at
the end everything works out well.”- Lachie
“I think it’s a good experience because you put all this time and effort
into research then get to put it into action and present it.”- Shantae
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2017 Year 07 PYP Exhibition
“I think the exhibition was a great way to test your knowledge. It was surprising to me about how much
I knew on the night.”- Connor
“I think that the exhibition was a good experience to speak with everyone without a specific
script/sentences to say. It also helped me a lot to build my confidence with talking to different people
without any problems, a boost that will really help in high school presentations as well.” – Teja
“I think that the exhibition was a good challenge to show how we use all of our skills and knowledge to
make a difference.”- Jasmine
“I think that the exhibition was a great experience and a bit of a challenge, but I found it relatively fun.”Anthony

Student Voice Update
Leadership Training for 2018
Currently a number of Year 6 students are attending leadership training sessions at lunchtime once a
week. Activities have included looking at the attributes of a student leader, how students can have a
positive influence on their school and goal-setting. Next term they will be filling in an ‘application’ for
the position of School Captain for 2018.
Student Action Team members for Semester 2, 2017
The Student Action Team is a group of students who meet weekly to discuss school issues and plan
action to solve them. The meetings are run by our school captains Zavier, Jasmine, Esther and Connor.
Each class has 1 - 2 members who are part of the SAT, who are chosen by their class and teacher. Their
roles includes attending weekly Student Action Team meetings, taking relevant issues from class
meetings to Student Action Team meetings, taking decisions and information from Student Action Team
meetings to class meetings and assisting in running school events (such as fundraisers). The Semester 2
Student Action Team members are:
Room 1 - Ben and Lilia
Room 2 - Karthik and Gregor
Room 3 - Mae and Jacob
Room 4 - Evie and Nduati
Room 5 - Liam and Lucas
Room 6 - Marci and Daniel
Room 7 - James

Room 8 - Rosa and Jack
Room 9 - Bahar and Amiyo
Room 10 - Charlie and James
Room 11 - Flynn and Marshall
Room 12 - Juliet and Josh
Room 13 – Amelia and Logan

We thank these students for nominating and look forward to seeing the positive changes they create for
our school and for our learning during the rest of the year.

House Leaders for 2017
House Leader nominees have been having weekly leadership meetings on Thursdays at lunchtime during
Term 2 and 3. Recently the applicants filled in an application for the House Leader positions. They have
been selected by staff based on being principled, committed, hard-working, caring and respectful
students. House Leaders will assist in the running of sporting and games events during the rest of the
year.
The 2017 House Leaders are:
Bradman:
Isabel and Veniss. Vice House Leader: Ivy

Rosewall:
Aastha and Amelia. Vice House Leader: Kimiya.

Fraser:
Lily and Emilia. Vice House Leader: Max.

Thomson:
Shantae and Rohan. Vice House Leader: Jonah.
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Year 5/6/7 Debating in 2017
This year our school had 2 Year 5 teams and 2 Year
6/7 teams participate in the Debating SA schools
competition. This involved each team debating 5
times during Term 2 and 3 at Pulteney Grammar
School on Tuesday evenings.
The Year 5 topics were:
That cats are better than dogs.
That trampolines are a good exercise for children.
That Australian students should clean their
classrooms like Japanese children.
That we should change our state emblem.
That planes are better than trains.
The Year 6/7 topics were:
That bottle flipping is a harmless craze.
That the ants should give food to the grasshopper
(based on a fictional story).
That we should give homework the heave-ho.
That being left home alone at 10 years is too young.
That the ban is a good idea (based on an article about
a school that banned hugging).
During this year’s Debating season we had our
school’s best results. Our Year 5 Red team (Ollie,
Josh, Addie & Twinkle) finished 7th in the rankings
with 3 wins and our Year 5 Green team (Rian, Eva,
Evie & Della) finished 11th with 2 wins. Our Year 6/7
Yellow team (Lachie, Bonnie, Rohan & Della) finished
33rd in the rankings with 3 wins and our Year 6/7 Blue
team (Ayesha, James, Xavier & Aastha) finished 57th
with 2 wins.
We also had many debaters who won a ‘Best
Speaker’ award. They were Rian (who won 2), Eva,
Bonnie, Aastha and Xavier.
I would like to thank all the parents/caregivers who
supported their children with all their debates. A
special thankyou to Della for filling in for one of the
Year 5 teams as timekeeper/chairman for the season.
Congratulations to all students who participated
throughout the year; it was impressive to see your
confidence, speaking skills and thinking skills develop
so quickly in a short amount of time.
Mic Wyskamp – Year 6/7 Teacher
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Southern Heights District Athletics Day
Blackwood Primary took a small team of 34 students to the Southern Heights District day at SANTOS
stadium on Wednesday 23rd August competing against 14 other schools. After an exciting day with
everyone challenging themselves to explore what was their best, we came home really excited with our
individual achievements and quite a few placing ribbons between us. The team needs to be
congratulated on how well they stayed engaged and behaved over the long and sometimes wet day.
The team would like to thank all the parents that helped as a team manager and a special big thank you
to Mikenzie’s and Jake’s dads who spent the whole day as officials on the Discus event. The placings on
the day were:
First:
Second:
Jamilla 12 Year Old Girls: Long Jump
Skyla 10 Year Old Girls: High Jump
Jamilla 12 Year Old Girls: 100m
Nathan 10 Year Old Boys: High Jump
Daniel 13 Year Old Boys: Shot Put
Amelia 13 Year Old Girls: Shot Put
Mikenzie 11 Year Old Girls: Discus
Finalists in 100 and 200m:
Third:
Rosemary 10 Year Old Girls: 100m
Jake 11 Year Old Boys: 800m
Ella 12 Year Old Girls: 100m
Kelly 11 Year Old Girls: 200m
Ella 12 Year Old Girls: 200m
Veniss 13 Year Old Girls: 100m
Fourth:
Shantae 13 Year Old Girls: 200m
Owen 12 Year Old Girls: Discus
Nathan 10 Year Old Boys: 100m
Emilia 13 Year Old Girls: Shot Put
Anthony 13 Year Old Boys: 100m
Anthony 13 Year Old Boys: 200m
Four of our students, Jamilla, Daniel, Nathan and Mikenzie, will now go on to represent the Southern
Heights District at the State Athletics Day on 26th September. We wish them all the best in the next level
of competition.

Are you interested in visiting South Korea?
As a host school for South Korean Study Tours, our students have the opportunity to participate in a study tour to
South Korea in January 2018. The group will consist of 20 students (10 male & 10 female) and 5 teachers from
South Australian Government schools that have hosted Korean Study Tour Groups.
Program Details
 Dates 4-19 January 2018
 Students from Year 5-7 (10-13 year olds)
 Total Cost AUD $2,300.00 per participant (including airfares and travel insurance)
 Accommodation, meals, school tuition program and internal transfers/transport are heavily subsidized
Application is by nomination, so expression of interest will need to be given to Judy Adami by Friday 20 October
2017.
For further information and to view the complete itinerary please contact Judy Adami 8278 5355 or
jadami18@schools.sa.edu.au

Car Tyre Tubes
I am looking for car tyre tubes for activities we are doing in
PE. If you know of anyone one in the community who would
like to donate some please let me know. I am looking for
about 8.
Thanks, Rosanne Fuller - PE teacher
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English as an Additional Language or Dialect (EALD)
It is wonderful that so many students at Blackwood PS have been identified as being EALD students. This
is because in some cases English is an additional language of the students, but in others it is an
additional language of one or both parents. Sometimes the students or their parents were born in
another country and have a connection with another culture.
All EALD students have 2 pieces of writing assessed or “levelled” during Term 2 of each year. This helps
to determine whether or not these students require literacy support. The specific needs of individual
students can be clearly identified and these areas can then be targeted to improve the students’ skills
and confidence in writing. Every Friday I work with small groups and focus mostly on grammar and
punctuation.
In Term 3, I was also able to support our visiting Korean students. This provided a time for them to come
together as a group and learn about Australian culture and language. I got to learn a lot about their lives
in Korea too!
Liz Davies – EALD Teacher

Japanese News日本語ニューズ
Year 7 Southern Area Hiragana Competition
In Week 8 of Term 3, 15 of our Year 7 students competed in the annual Southern Area Year 7 Hiragana
Competition, run by the Southern Area Japanese Hub Group and supported by the JLTASA. The event
has been running for 14 years and this was Blackwood Primary School’s first ever entry into the event.
This year it was held at Woodcroft Primary School, with teams from Hallet Cove South, Hawthorndene,
Reynella East, Sheidow Park, Thiele, Woodcroft and Woodend. There were 22 teams in total. Blackwood
had 4 teams. The first round of heats involved students reading the single Hiragana characters and the
competition was fierce! But all our teams made it into the top 10, with 3 of our teams making it through
to the second round, knock-out semi-finals, where the top 8 teams had to read words. One of our teams
made it to the final playoffs, and narrowly missed out on 1 st place, coming in 2nd overall. An outstanding
effort from all our teams in their
first ever competition!
Omedetou gozaimasu
(congratulations) to our Year 7
students, Ayesha, Aastha, Veniss,
Amelia, Isabel, Lachie, Jonah,
Xavier, Tai, Max, YiMing, Rohan,
Jasmine, Ayanda and Alice, who
participated on the day.
Students will be awarded
certificates and medals for our 2nd
place team at the first assembly in
Term 4.
Congratulations also to Ayesha,
Aastha, Veniss, Amelia who have
qualified for the state competition
in Term 4. Thank you to Pauline
Welsh, Harumi and Jane for helping
with supervision and transportation
on the day.
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2017 Blackwood Primary School Netball
The Blackwood Prmary School netball and soccer winter season has come to an end and we would like
to say ‘well done to all the 2017 Blackwood Primary School winter netball and soccer teams for the 2017
season’.Thank you to all the coaches and parents for your contribution to a great season.

Year 2/3 Netball Team
Coach: Steph
Back Row: Jessica, Gabi,
Ava, Jade and Kelly
Front Row: Sarah,
Channelle and Caitlin

Year 6/7 Netball Team
Coach: Kris and Kerry
Back Row: Maddie, Sam,
Abbie, Lily, Georgina and
Olivia D
Front Row: Shantae,
Esther, Milcah
Absent: Olivia C and
Jasmine

Year 4/5 Netball Team
Coach: Scott
Back Row: Cassie,
Rosemary, Lilia, Lucy, Mia,
Jenae, Inara, Twinkle and
Kira
Front Row: Kimiya

Blackwood Primary School Term 3 Week 10

Page10

2017 Blackwood Primary School Soccer Teams

U9 Soccer Team
Coach: Ross
Back Row: Jaxon, Aiden,
Wilson, Ryan, Raphael, and
Finn
Front Row:Mia, Aimee,
Imogen and Jessica

U11 Socer Team 2017
Coach: Olly
Back Row: Josh E, Josh D,
Lucas, Kavi, Nadia and
Nduati.
Front Row: Austin, Jack,
Sabine, Wamui, Kane and
Odeethtow.

Senior Soccer Team 2017
Coach: Bence & Daniel
Back Row: Marci, Jack H,
Josh, Jonah, Daniel and
Brielle
Front Row: Luke, Caden,
Jack D, Rian, Mitchell,
Lachie, Owen and Tushar

Blackwood Primary School Term 3 Week 10

Page11

2018 Materials and Services Charge
At the next Governing Council meeting, which will be held on Tuesday 31 st October 2017 at 6pm in the
Blackwood Primary School Staff room, the 2018 Materials and Services Charge will be approved.
Parents who would like to discuss the fees are welcome to attend the meeting. In lieu of attendance at
the meeting, parents can express their views in writing to the Chairperson of the Governing Council to
reach the school by 3pm on Tuesday 31 st October 2017. The charge proposed for 2018 is $365 which is
above the standard sum. For this reason we will soon be posting families a voting slip seeking their
approval to make the full amount of the charge legally recoverable.
A copy of the proposed M & S charges is displayed below.
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Parents & Friends Committee
P&F are half way through the year now and have had
many successful events for students and families of our
school community. We still have many great family
events coming up and we hope to see the school
community and friends, out and a bout at our events.

P&F Meetings
-ALL PARENTS AND FRIENDS WELCOME
24th October 6pm Staff room

Upcoming events
Bunnings Marion BBQ 29th October
CUA Fun Run (Colour) 10th November
Rotary Xmas Fair 19th November
P&F Contact: 8278 5355 Amy or email
dl.0565.pandf@schools.sa.edu.au

Parents & Friends are excited that we are well on the
way to our fundraising goal of $8000. Thus far we have
raised approx. $7900 and we’d like to thank you for all
the support in achieving this great outcome so far.
Here are some of the things that have been happening
to achieve this
goal…
Comfort Fire
Evening
th
September 16
P&F held their
annual Comfort
fire evening.
Numbers
seemed to be
down this year,
possibly the wild

and woolly wet weather was a hindrance.
All who attended the evening enjoyed a snag on the barbie and of course
roasting of marshmallows on the crackling fire.
Comfort fire attendees were also privileged to a beautiful clear starry night
and even a sighting of the ISS (International Space Station) crossing the sky
at approx. 19:00 (7pm).
Our Comfort Fire was made possible by Kean Hyde (CFS member and
also old scholar) and P&F thank him for giving up his Saturday evening to assist our event. Thank you to Suzy
for organising the BBQ and comfort fire evening.

Bunnings BBQ Fundraiser
P&F have secured a Bunnings BBQ Fundraiser at Marion Bunnings.
th
The BBQ will run from 9am-4pm on 29 October
We’d love to see you there to support this event, so lock it in to your calendars!
If you are able to assist on the day please contact - Amy Kate from P&F
through either Facebook messenger or front office.
Colour FUN RUN
We’re holding the CUA (Credit Union Australia) School Fun-Run as a second
th
major fundraising event this year! The event will be held on November 10 2017
at Blackwood Primary School.
nd
Launch of CUA Fun run is September 22 at school assembly to students who will bring home sponsorship
information. We are looking forward to all students participating on the day and hope you can get behind this
great fundraiser.
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The Mitcham Baha’i Community Invites you to Celebrate the
200th Anniversary of the Birth of Baha’u’llah
Join them on Saturday 21st October at 6.30pm for a presentation and light supper
at Blackwood High School Auditorium, 4 Seymour Street, Eden Hills.
Phone 0407 835 503 or visit www.bahai.org.au
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