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The end of the term is the perfect opportunity to stop and  
reflect……… 
As a staff we have recently been reflecting on our goals related  
to the Site Improvement Plan (SIP) to help us provide the best  
opportunities for students to collaborate and learn in the most  
effective ways.  Next term, staff will continue their learning 
journey into the various site challenges of practice and  
collaboratively develop inquiry questions around these and research possible next 
steps.  
Our students have also taken the time to reflect on the term.  They had the 
opportunity to reflect during 3-way conferences where they shared their learning 
and set some goals with their teacher and parents.  Thank you for supporting this 
opportunity for your children.  We also had the opportunity to speak with some 
representatives from each class about their term.  Listening to our students reflect 
on their learning, we were impressed by the extent to which they value the learning 
they do, and their ability to articulate their thoughts.  
We asked students some questions about the term and here are some of their 
reflections. 
 
What has been your highlight this Term? 

 Being in a new learning environment with different styles of teaching. 
Sophia, Room 8  

 Making videos about how we move around the school-carefully and 
respectfully. Amelia, Room 8  

 Being challenged in my learning, with Maths and writing stories. Mayah 
from Room 6 

 Making art for Holi. Apphia, Room 18 

 Making the moon and stars for Ramadhan was fun. Farryn, Room 18 

 The Easter egg hunt with our younger buddies. Kei, from Room 4 

 Doing art in class was fun. Darcy, from Room 17 

 Athletics Day. Alba, from Room 4 
 

What have you learnt about our school value Care, this term? 

 To help someone when they are hurt in the yard. Kyp, Room 16 

 To play with new friends. Tyler, Room 12 

 That you can help others with their learning without giving them the 

answers. Sophia, Room 8  
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Friday 14 April 
End of Term 1 

2.20pm early 
finish 

 
 

Monday 1 May 
Start of Term 2 

 
 

Tuesday 9 May 
P&F mtg 6pm 

 
 

Friday 12 May 
Assembly 2.30pm 
Year 1/2 classes 

presenting 
 
 

Friday 12 May 
School Disco 

Rec-Year 3: 6-7pm 
Year 3-6: 7.15-8.30pm 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

http://www.blackwoodps.sa.edu.au/


 

Blackwood Primary School  Page 2 

 We cared for the environment by taking action and picking up rubbish 

around the school. Andrew, Room 7 

 Clean up Australia Day showed we cared. Darcy, Room 17 

 We cared by picking up two pieces of rubbish after lunch. Roscoe, Room 17 

 
What is the most important thing you learnt this term and why? 

 Learning about First Nation’s People, their land and the past and it was 

important about the history. Wyatt, Room 4 

 The different acts of kindness such as kindness to environment. Learning 

about being kind makes it a better place for everyone and makes everyone feel 

important. Aurora, Room 14 

 Care for the environment, and picking up after yourself. Jacob, Room 20 

 Learning about the girl who had to walk to get water. It is important 

because it makes us understand other people’s lifestyles. It made me feel a little 

bit sad for the girl. Sophia, Room 8 

 A history lesson and about colonialization and European settlement. We 

now know the past was not good for everyone. Heston, Room 5 

 About Water - 97% of water is too salty for us drink and only 1% of water 

in the entire world to share. It is important to know this as we shouldn’t waste 

the water. Amelie, Room 8 

 About volunteering, it is important as it helps the community when people 

volunteer. We learnt about the CFS and RSPCA. Jessica, Room 9 

 It is good to practice the aboriginal language as it will help them know that 

their culture will continue on. Heston, Room 5 

 Learning to say Niina Marni. Darcy, Room 17 

At the end of the session we asked students to rate the term out of 10 and it was 

interesting that all students rated the term at a 7 or higher, with many students 

giving it a 10/10.  When asked the students how we could make school even better, 

it was pleasing that most students were very reflective and responded with ideas 

that they can implement themselves to improve their learning journey. 

The end of the term, unfortunately is also a time to say farewell to one of our long 

term teachers.  Bronwyn Hawkins has been on leave and over the past two terms 

and has decided that the time is now right for her to retire.  Bronwyn has been 

teaching at Blackwood Primary School for 13 years and we have been privileged to 

have known such a professional, knowledgeable and caring teacher who has been 

instrumental in the education of so many of our students. We wish her and her 

husband all the best in their retirement and we are sure in true “Bronwyn” fashion 

we will continue to see her around the school helping out in any way she can. 

(During her leave she has been volunteering her time in the Library!) 

We also wish Laura Schipanski all the best on the pending arrival of her baby. Laura 

is now on Maternity Leave and we welcome Kathleen Woodlock who will be 

teaching Room 14 on Thursdays and Fridays.  

 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to a wonderful term. We wish you all 

a safe and enjoyable school holiday period and look forward to another rewarding 

term, in Term 2. 

 

School Information 
 
 

Student Absence 
If your child will be absent 

from school, please 
send a txt through the 

School Star App  

or  

SMS Text to  
0427 016 460 

*** 
 

Term Uniform Shop 
Opening Hours 

Monday            8:15 – 9:15 
Wednesday     12.45 - 1.30 
Friday            8:15 – 9:15 
            3:00 – 3:45 

Ph: 8350 7933 
*** 

 
KickStart Breakfast 
Monday, Wednesday, 

Thursday & Friday  
8:30am 

Outside the Canteen 
*** 

 
Lost and Found 

Ensure all items are clearly 
labelled so we can return 

them to you and check the 
lost and found cupboard 

for missing items. 
*** 

 
BPS Playgroup 

Thursdays 
0 – 4 year olds  
9am to 11am 
OSHC Room 

*** 
 

School Tour Days 
We offer school tours for 

new families & new 
students. 

Contact Reception on   
8278 5355 for the next 
tour date and to book.  

*** 
To join, search for 

Blackwood PS Scene 
in Facebook and click on 

the Join button. 
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Early Dismissal Last Day of Term, 2.20pm 
 

To secure a space in OSHC for after school on Friday 14 April, please book using the My Family Lounge 
APP, booking under the ‘Early Finish Roll’. 
 

Governing Council Report 
 

We had our first 'proper' Governing Council meeting on the 21st March.  Congratulations to the following 
people who were elected to the following positions: 
 

Chairperson: Ryan Kitchen 
Deputy Chairperson: Danni Nicholas-Sexton 
Secretary: Emma Doran 
Finance Rep: Leslie Morrison 
 

One of the things we thought would be good to share is the school wide unit of inquiry, from the 
curriculum report. Towards the end of last year, the teachers identified a need to reconnect the whole 
school after the ups and downs of the last few years. Through discussions with students, parents and 
teachers, the concept of ‘Care,’ one of our school values, emerged under the transdisciplinary theme of 
'Who We Are.’ This is something that everyone felt was important - you may have seen the word clouds 
Natalie Campbell posted on SeeSaw as part of this process.  
 

Over the first weeks of this year, this theme has been explored in a number of ways across the various 
year levels.  
R/1 - Investigating different celebrations from around the world and what dates are celebrated by our 
own families.  
1/2 - Looking at the characteristics that make us who we are and how these are similar or different from 
others. 
2/3 - Exploring self-identity while getting to know others - recognising kindness in others through 'caught 
being caring' awards. 
3/4 - Focusing on setting learning goals and ways we can develop ourselves.  
4/5 - Looking at developing social and emotional well-being through mindfulness and exploring our 
responses to situations.  
5/6 - Developing awareness of what it means to be a positive role model and how to build respectful 
communities. 
 

If you have comments, concerns, questions please feel free to reach out to any of the council members 
and we can either try and answer them or raise them at the next council meeting. 
 
 

Student Free & School Closure Days 2023 
 

Tuesday 13th June - Student Free Day 
Friday 8th September - School Closure Day 
Monday 16th & Tuesday 17th October - Student Free Day (first 2 days of Term 4) 
There is 1 more Student Free Day to be decided. 
 

Lost Property 
 

Our lost property cupboard was bursting at the seams!  
During Week 11, a table will be placed at the front of the Reception Office with 
items of uniform, lunch boxes and drink bottles. Please look through to claim any 
lost items. 
Any unclaimed/unnamed items will be sold as second hand, or donated at the end 
of the term. 
Don’t forget to name all uniform clothing (hats, shirts, jackets/windcheaters) as well as drink bottles and 
lunch boxes. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwj1_6_PkajUAhVLopQKHTaED6oQjRwIBw&url=http://beaulyprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/&psig=AFQjCNGBODVXQey252ti4NOCN3k_t79Lsg&ust=1496801307920947
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SAPSASA Cricket 
 

On Friday March 24th, 10 students from our school travelled to Hallett Cove East Primary School to play 
a knockout cricket match. Members of the team were Oscar F, Chirana P, Tom R, Ben B, Jack W, Max M, 
Oscar B, Tyson M, Heston C and Zac P. Our team batted first and after a slow start made a score of 113 
from 25 overs. A very exciting finish saw Hallett Cove East fall just 8 runs short with a score of 105. A big 
thank you to Mr. Foran for coaching the team on the day and to Mr. Perera and Mr Foran for helping 
transport children to the match. 
 

Blackwood Primary School – 113 
Hallett Cove East Primary School – 105 
 
Chris Bates 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Social Work Student 
 

Greetings, everyone. My name is Xinrui Xie, but it would be easier to call 
me Cassie. I originate from China and have been studying abroad for 
approximately 7 years. Currently, I am pursuing a Masters degree in Social 
Work at Flinders University. I am very grateful for the opportunity to 
participate in a social work placement at Blackwood Primary School this 
semester. 
 

As a social work student, I aim to put myself in the shoes of students, 
parents, and teachers and contribute to the school community by 
providing support and resources to those students and families in need. I 
firmly believe that each student should feel supported and empowered, 
and I am keen to work with the school community to create a secure and 
inclusive environment for everyone. 
 

In my previous work experiences, I volunteered for community service during a pandemic. This experience 
taught me how to communicate and connect with people who were going through a difficult time. In 
addition, I learned the importance of active listening, respect and empathy, which helped me to 
understand their needs and offer support accordingly. 
 

As a middle school tutor, I gained experience communicating with and supporting students by being 
patient, encouraging and tailoring my approach to their unique needs. I also learned the importance of 
clear communication with parents and teachers, which helped ensure that everyone worked together 
towards the same goal. Thus, through my past experiences, I hope to apply these skills in practice and 
work with the students, families and colleagues at Blackwood Primary School. 
 

Thank you for welcoming me into this community, and I look forward to contributing to the school and 
positively impacting the students' lives. 
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Southern Heights District Track and Field Day 
 

Blackwood Primary took a team of 33 students to the Southern Heights District day at SANTOS stadium 
on Thursday 30th March competing against 14 other schools. After an exciting day of everyone challenging 
themselves to explore what their best was we came home really excited with what we achieved 
individually and quite a few placing ribbons between us. The team need to be congratulated on how well 
they stayed engaged and behaved over the long and sometimes wet day.  
The team would like to thank the parents that helped on the day with track events and supporting the 
team. The placing winners on the day were: 
First: 
Max G 10 Year Old Boys: Long Jump 
Amon 10 Year Old Boys: 1500m 
Amon 10 Year Old Boys: 200m 
Lily H 10 Year Old Girls: 200m 
Lily H 10 Year Old Girls: 100m 
 
Third: 
Mya 10 Year Old Girls: Discus 
Zoe 10 Year Old Girls: Long Jump 
Zoe 10 Year Old Girls: Shot Put 
Noah 11 Year Old Boys: High Jump 
Jai 11 Year Old Boys: 100m 
Marshall 12 Year Old Boys: Long Jump 
Alex 12 Year Old Boys: 100m 
Isabel 12 Year Old Girls: Shot Put  
Maddi 12 Year Old Girls: 800m 
 
 

Second: 
Amon 10 Year Old Boys: 800m 
Addison 11 Year Old Girls: Shot Put 
Jai 11 Year Old Boys: Long Jump  
Ari 13 Year Old Girls: Shot Put 
 
 
Fourth: 
Hudson 10 Year Old Boys: Shot Put 
Scarlett 10 Year Old Girls: 100m  
Victoria 11 Year Old Girls: Long Jump 
Victoria 11 Year Old Girls: 200m 
Addison 11 Year Old Girls: Discus 
Christian 12 Year Old Boys: 800m 
 
 
 
 

Five of our students, Max, Amon, Lily H, Scarlett and Alex, will now go on to represent the Southern 
Heights District at the Metro Day Track and Field Carnival on Tuesday, 19th September. We wish them all 
the best in the next level of competition. 
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Upper Primary 
 

A sea of orange and cultural dress flooded in through the school gates 
on the morning of Harmony Day.  Student’s smiles beamed and chests 
were puffed out a little wider as students showed pride in their 
national costumes and sports kits.  What a wonderful start to the day 
and a fun day of activities and learning we had in upper primary.    
 

We started the day with an assembly to talk as a whole school about 
what Harmony meant to us.  Many of the classes had engaged in the 
photo challenge that involved students shaping their hands in a heart 
to show that we love and care for our community here at BPS.  The 
Room 2 students helped create a mural on the Hall wall for each class 
to add an image that represented each individual in chalk for our 
students to enjoy.  Some symbols including country flags, peace signs, 
love hearts and drawings showing smiling faces, embody the cultural 
diversity we have here at BPS. 
 

Students were disappointed the weather did not stay 
dry, and this meant a whole school lunch was broken 
up into buddy class lunch groups.  But we still enjoyed 
seeing our little friends and sharing our culture with 
them and most importantly learning about 
theirs.  Stories about ‘care’ and ‘consideration’ were 
shared during lunch with our buddy classes.    
The students in Upper Primary have been learning 
about respect for country and the importance of 
knowing your culture through our Unit of Inquiry into 
how people and groups can impact societies and 
culture around the world so we want to ensure that 
we make choices with an informed and harmonious 
heart as we get older, not just on Harmony Day but 
every day.   After all it is our differences that make 
our community so much richer.    

Students showing our school values during Harmony Week 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Students were using their lunch and recess breaks to help 
out on the yards and green team moving mulch etc. 
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Middle Primary 
Harmony Day started off with a whole school assembly 
where it was lovely to see students dressed in orange 
clothing or cultural dress. To celebrate Harmony Day 
students in the Middle Primary got involved in a class photo 
challenge where hands were used to form the shape of a 
heart.  
 

Students initially planned to have lunch together on the 
oval but unfortunately due to wet weather we celebrated 
eating lunch with our buddy classes instead.  
 

Students in Room 6 created a Harmony display where 
students explored and shared what Harmony means to 
them and wrote them on cut outs of people.  
 

Some students said that Harmony means “People coming together no matter how different they are” and 
another said “Brings cultures together and wearing range to represent peace”.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Room 6 Harmony Day display 
 

Room 6 Heart image 

Room 9 Heart image 
 

Students from Room 20 had asked 
to help one morning in the library. 
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Junior Primary 
The JP classes participated in many activities individually and alongside their Big Buddy classes to 
celebrate Harmony Day. Activities included dressing up in orange or cultural dress, friendship wristbands, 
chalk drawing, diversity scavenger hunts, making Harmony Day chains and balloons and eating lunch 
together.  
  

We enjoyed drawing hearts, 
people holding hands, rainbows, 
friends getting-along, sunshine, 
the world, people using kind 
words, and other drawings that 
represent ‘harmony’ to us. 

We created special art work that 
represented celebrations from 
around the world and cultural 
events our families take part in. 
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Mountain Bike School Holiday Program 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The AusCycling MTB Step Up program will develop your mountain biking skills and help you prepare 

specifically for the 2023 School Sport SA MTB Championships. The program is delivered in partnership with 

Head for the Hills coaches (AusCycling Accredited) who will teach you techniques that will help you ride 

safer, smoother and faster on the course. 

The two hour clinics will be tailored and focused on bike handling, control skills, risk assessment, 

understanding racing line and specifics of race course, race preparation and performance. 

This program is perfect for beginners. 

Look no further for a school holiday program, during this term break. See you then! 

 

Date: Wednesday 19 April 

Venue: Craigburn Farm Shared Trails MTB Parking Craigburn Road, Blackwood 

Cost: $35 

Details >> MTB - Step Up - School Sport SA MTB Championship 
 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdecd.us14.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Da63f0b18de14a3dda3343b603%26id%3Da80ee9e625%26e%3Da5c82aa65a&data=05%7C01%7CRosanne.Fuller492%40schools.sa.edu.au%7Cba9ef5c7ded04d5f8cbc08db2f09dd43%7C73bbf4e906884946aea9bd0bb40ecf07%7C0%7C0%7C638155491634193647%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kEdst8CauhCDCk5EZ9tu5%2B%2FSqagSp42AeSaELj55Oqg%3D&reserved=0
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