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We are nearing the middle of Term 1 already.  It’s amazing how fast   
the term is flying by. Our students have been working hard, settling in  
to their new classrooms and making connections with new teachers  
and friends.  It is lovely to see the continued number of parents on  
site and supporting teachers in classrooms; something that we have  
missed over the COVID years.     
 

Our Annual Acquaintance Evening was held on Monday 13th of  
February and gave all parents and caregivers the opportunity to meet and greet our 
teachers.  Children had a wonderful time showing and telling their parents about their 
new classroom and staff enjoyed the opportunity to make connections with families.  
Thank you to the many families who attended this event. 
 

On Tuesday night last week we held our Annual General Meeting in the Resource Centre.  
Our AGM is a great opportunity for parents to find out how our school has operated over 
the past 12 months with the Annual Report presented as well as finances.  The 2022 Annual 
Report will be available shortly, on our website so if you missed the meeting and would like 
to find out more look out on our website.  Our AGM is also a time when we generally vote 
in our new Governing Council members.  It is really pleasing that we have many nominations 
for the 4 places on our Governing Council for 2023. Due to this, the 2022 Governing Council 
have decided to conduct a school community poll to elect our new members.   
 

Our ongoing members for 2023 are: 
Danni Nicholas-Sexton   Leslie Morrison 
Niven Kaur Khosa    Sebastian Pawelski 
Nicole Peachey 
 

The following people have nominated for the council: 
Thalia Eddy    Lisa Reichstein 
Michael Riese    Emma Doran 
Jenni Bishop    Kai Leong 
Paul Smith    John Denman 
Ryan Kitchen 
 
This poll will go to families this week via survey monkey.  Please look out for you link to 
vote so you are able to have a say in who represents you on the new Governing Council.    
 

It’s wonderful to see many new people wanting to join the council but as always sad to say 
goodbye to our retiring councillors.  A special thank you our retiring councillors Ian 
McKeown, Emma Doran, Kia Leong and Jenni Bishop for all their hard work over their time 
on our Governing Council.  Many of these people have renominated for the 2023 council.  I 
look forward to welcoming new governing council members and working with the newly 
elected council. 

Principal: Kris Robson     4 Seymour Street, Eden Hills 5050  Phone: 8278 5355      www.blackwoodps.sa.edu.au  
Deputy Principal: Amanda Gulliver 

 

Important Diary 

Dates 
 

 
 

Thursday 2 March 
BPS Athletics Day  

10+ years 
 

Friday 3 March 
Twilight Picnic 

6pm school oval 
 

Monday 6 March 
Combined Choir 

rehearsal  
 

Friday 10 March 
Clean-up 

 Australia Day 
 

Monday 13 March 
Public Holiday 

 
Tuesday 14 March 
Finance Mtg 5pm 

 

P&F Mtg 6pm 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

http://www.blackwoodps.sa.edu.au/


 

Blackwood Primary School  Page 2 

NAPLAN 
 

On Tuesday, our Year 5 cohort took part in our online NAPLAN practice test.  This 
test is designed to check that our system and devices work when there is a large 
group of students on line.  No data is collected on students for this practice test.  
It is important to remember that NAPLAN is only one source of information 
regarding student performance and there are many others ways that data is 
collected to track student progress.  There are also many other amazing qualities 
that we are promoting in our students that cannot be measured by a test.   
 

Autism Inclusion Teacher 
 

Many of you may have heard the government initiative announcement that every 
public school would be provided with and Autism Inclusion Teacher.  Our Autism 
Inclusion Teacher is Kate Johnson.  Kate is one of our Year 5/6 teachers and will 
fulfil the Autism Inclusion role one day per fortnight.  Kate will initially build her 
expertise through department provided training and will then be working with 
staff across the school to help build teacher capacity.  The role of the Autism 
Inclusion teacher is not to work one to one with students.  Students will continue 
to be supported via the usual means.   
 

Children’s University 2023 
 
 

 
Our students have the opportunity to be 
involved in an exciting program: 
‘Children’s University’.   
 
 

 

Children’s University (CU) aims to encourage high quality out of school activities 
for children, engaging the wider community as learning partners in this process.   
At BPS we offer CU to our Year 3-6 students. The most important principles of CU 
are that participation is voluntary and activities must take place outside the normal 
school day during lunch, after school, weekends and holidays.   
 

Led by the University of Adelaide, CU aims to nurture aspirations and develop a 
love of learning. Children and young people enrolled in CU are issued with a 
‘Passport to Learning’ which records their individual learning journey.  After the 
first 30 hours of learning, children are rewarded for their participation at a 
graduation ceremony held at the University of Adelaide.  Children can graduate 
multiple times depending on the hours they accrue. Information on the hours, and 
award levels, can be found in the ‘Passport to Learning’. 
 

 

We launched CU for 2023 at an Assembly on Friday 24 February. Emma from CU 
spoke to our year 3-6 students about CU. If your child would like to become a 
member or existing members to renew their membership of CU for 2023 please 
complete the membership form that was sent home on that day and return it to 
school by Friday 10 March with payment.  
For further information please contact Judy Adami or the school office. 
 

 
 

School Information 
 
 

Student Absence 
If your child will be absent 

from school, please 
send a txt through the 

School Star App  

or  

SMS Text to  
0427 016 460 

*** 
 

Term Uniform Shop 
Opening Hours 

Monday            8:15 – 9:15 
Wednesday     12.45 - 1.30 
Friday            8:15 – 9:15 
            3:00 – 3:45 

Ph: 8350 7933 
*** 

 
KickStart Breakfast 
Monday, Wednesday, 

Thursday & Friday  
8:30am 

Outside the Canteen 
*** 

 
Lost and Found 

Ensure all items are clearly 
labelled so we can return 

them to you and check the 
lost and found cupboard 

for missing items. 
*** 

 
BPS Playgroup 

Thursdays 
0 – 4 year olds  
9am to 11am 
OSHC Room 

*** 
 

School Tour Days 
We offer school tours for 

new families & new 
students. 

Contact Reception on   
8278 5355 for the next 
tour date and to book.  

*** 
To join, search for 

Blackwood PS Scene 
in Facebook and click on 

the Join button. 
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BPS 2023 Athletics Day 
 

Students who are turning 10 years or older this year (born in 2013 or before) are scheduled to be 
participating in our Athletics Carnival on Thursday the 2nd of March. 
 

Students will be exploring their athletic ability, and competing with the opportunity to make our 
interschool team that will then go on to compete at the District Day on Thursday the 30th of March. All 
students are expected to participate in our school’s Athletics Carnival. 
 

On the morning of our Athletics Carnival, students will attend class when the bell rings and the 
classroom teachers will mark the roll. They will then move to the hall and join students of the same age 
group. The carnival will be held on our front and back ovals (see the timetable below for details of the 
day). Students are allowed to wear athletic/sports shorts and a T-shirt/polo shirt in their House colour, 
or their school uniform. They will also need to be wearing sports shoes, have a drink bottle and hat. 
Please ensure that your child applies sunscreen prior to coming to school and also has sunscreen to 
reapply during the day. Students will be reminded and supervised to reapply sunscreen throughout the 
day. 
 

Students will have short breaks throughout the day instead of scheduled recess and lunch breaks. Please 
ensure NO LUNCH ORDERS are ordered on the day as there will be no scheduled time to collect them.  
 

Family members are more than welcome to attend and where possible please practice social distancing. 
If you are feeling unwell please do not attend.  Results and medals will be given out at a Primary 
assembly at later date and also posted on SeeSaw.  
 

We are looking forward to seeing the students performing well on the day and celebrating the individual 
achievements of all students.  
 

John Darrell 
 

Approx  Start 
Time: 10 year old BOYS 10 year old GIRLS 11 year old BOYS 11 year old GIRLS 12 year old BOYS  12 year old GIRLS   

8.50 Students meet in Ashby Hall. Groups move off with the teacher for their first event. 

9.00 
High jump  High jump 

100m & 200m 

Discus Long jump 

9.30 
Shot Put Discus 

10.00 800m  

10.30 
Long jump Shot Put High jump High jump 

100m & 200m 11.00 

11.30 
Discus Long jump  

800m  

12.00 
Long jump  Shot Put High jump  

High jump 
 12.30 

Shot Put Discus 
1.00 

Discus Long jump 
800m  

1.30 
100m & 200m 

 
Long jump Shot Put 

2.00 
Shot Put Discus 

2.30 Discus Long jump 

 
 
 

Starting Secondary School in 2024 
 

If you are a Parent/Caregiver of a current Year 6 student can you please ensure that we have accurate 
address details and contact information is current. 
Information will be forwarded in Term 2 about Year 7 high school enrolment and it is vital that we hold 
up to date details. 
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The Oliphant Science Awards 
 

 
Are you interested in Science?  
Do you want to take part in the largest Science Competition in South 
Australia? 
Are you ready to take charge of your own learning? 
Do you want a chance to win $500? 

  

Blackwood Primary School will be entering the Oliphant Science Award and we are looking for students 
that are willing to spend their own time to create interesting, thought provoking science projects.    

The Oliphant Science Awards have been running for over 40 years and is a great way to expand your 
knowledge, get credit for your hard work and could lead to a career in science. 

 The Oliphant Science Awards are broken into year level groups and categories, so there is something for 
everyone.   

Year Level Groups 
R-2 
3-4 
5-6 
 

Categories 
Crystal Investigation 
Games 
Models & Inventions 
Multimedia 
Photography 
Posters 
Programming, Apps & Robotics  
Science Writing 
Scientific Inquiry 

  

 

To find out more information please visit 
http://www.oliphantscienceawards.com.au/  

 If your child is interested in participating in the Oliphant Science Award please 
email me on John.darrell961@schools.sa.edu.au 

In your email please include your child’s full name, class and the category they wish 
to enter.  I will then forward on ideas, links and the registration form.  I look 
forward to seeing all the wonderful entries.   

 
Thank You  
John Darrell 
 

  

http://www.oliphantscienceawards.com.au/
http://www.oliphantscienceawards.com.au/
http://www.oliphantscienceawards.com.au/
mailto:John.darrell961@schools.sa.edu.au
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Materials and Services charges for 2023 
 
Thank you to those families that have paid the material and services charges, set up instalment plans or 
applied for school card. If you do not fall into one of these groups could you please contact Annette in 
the Finance Office phone 8278 5355 option 1 or dl.0565.info@schools.sa.edu.au at your earliest 
convenience, as the fees are currently overdue. 
If you believe you may be eligible for school card here is the link www.sa.gov.au/education/schoolcard 
 

 
 
 
  

mailto:dl.0565.info@schools.sa.edu.au
http://www.sa.gov.au/education/schoolcard
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Junior Field Naturalists SA 

Celebrating 40 years in 2023 

Junior Field Naturalists SA is a club for nature enthusiasts aged 6 to 14. The club has monthly 

gatherings and field trips throughout the year. Meetings are usually held on the last Tuesday of each 

month (except January and December). Venue: Bellevue Heights Primary School Gym. Time: 7:00 - 

8.15pm. Fee: $60 per family per year. 

A guest speaker attends each meeting and the many and varied topics include mammals, reptiles, 

geology, marine life, astronomy ... anything to do with the wonderful world of nature. Field trips 

include bird banding, fungi forays and geology excursions. Parents attend meetings and field trips 

with their children and are responsible for their supervision.  

Our first meeting for 2023 is Tuesday 28 February. The topic is: Where should a snake wear its bow 

tie? We share many similarities with snakes! This includes a long backbone to support our neck, back 

and tailbone. But how do we tell where these are on a snake, when they don’t have any limbs? Come 

along and find out the answer to this question and many more. 

You are welcome to come-and-try a session before taking out club membership. Further information: 

Rona Sakko - 0419 827 723 or rona.sakko@gmail.com or www.jfnsa.com.au 

mailto:rona.sakko@gmail.com
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jfnsa.com.au%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJudy.Adami18%40schools.sa.edu.au%7C42c433601a7c4f713aa808db10723f8d%7C73bbf4e906884946aea9bd0bb40ecf07%7C0%7C0%7C638121855093002530%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5PDK3C239eJYiVCpoJi%2FsoT%2FudL0OC2rYKJ%2Fkxvx438%3D&reserved=0
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