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Important Diary
Dates

Friday 8 July
Urrbrae Wetlands
Room 6

End of term 2
2.20pm dismissal
Term 3
Monday 25 July
Beginning of term 3

Tuesday 2 August
P&F Meeting
6pm staff room

Friday 5 August
R/1 Patch theatre
excursion

It is amazing that Term 2 is already almost over, however we
have achieved many things across a term filled with learning.
Our Japanese garden is making great progress with Shinya again
visiting and working with our garden team to collate everyone’s
amazing design ideas. We are very privileged to be able to work
with such a talented garden designer and look forward to his continued work with our
students in the building and installation phase towards the end of Term 3.
We have conducted various events over the term and would like to acknowledge all of the
volunteers who have helped out on these occasions. Without this valuable help we would
not have been able to run such events as film nights and discos. Thank you to our parents
and friends volunteers for their tireless work across the year. If you would like to volunteer
and assist on this committee we would love for you to join one of the upcoming meetings.
Across the term our students have been involved in many learning experiences and have
been working hard to share that learning at 3-way conferences and through reports that
will be coming home early next term. We look forward to being able to share more of our
learning next term as we move back to holding our year level assemblies, which parents
and caregivers will again be able to attend. We also look forward to parents and caregivers
being able to assist in classrooms on a roster basis from the beginning of Term 3.
Over the last two weeks of term we are holding a uniform challenge across the school. Our
Uniform Policy was developed with parents and included student voice and is endorsed by
Governing Council. Daily, classes have shown how well they can wear their school uniform,
within the policy, and we have seen an amazing improvement over the first week of the
challenge. The challenge will continue next week. On the last day of this term, as a reward,
the class who has followed the Uniform Policy the best, will be rewarded with a Casual Day.
Currently, this is a closely contested challenge with classes being very excited when 100%
of students within their class are in the correct uniform, even down to their socks. Keep up
the great improvement and we look forward to announcing the lucky class on Thursday next
week, who will celebrate with a Casual Day on Friday. Thank you for your support with the
school uniform and helping your child to take pride.
We would like to sincerely thank Kim Austin for all of her hard work, over the past two years,
running our OSHC service and leading the OSHC Team. Unfortunately, we farewell Kim on
the last day of Term 2. We wish her all the best in her future endeavours!
We hope you have a safe and happy holiday and look forward to seeing everyone back next
term.
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School Information

Governing Council Meeting

Student Absence
If your child will be absent
from school, please
send a txt through the

At this month's Governing Council meeting, Natalie Campbell showed us some
great examples of how the 'Transdisciplinary Themes' evolve depending on the
year level. We looked at the theme of 'Where We Are in Place and Time' and she
explained that Reception/1 children are looking at how people live in and belong
to different places. They look at what kind of place is special to them and then use
Maths, Geography, History etc. to look at what the features of these places are,
whether it is their bedrooms, classrooms etc. They've also been looking at native
plants in the grounds and what makes them special, leading to discussions about
why being Australian is special.

School Star App
or

SMS Text to
0427 016 460
***
Term Uniform Shop
Opening Hours
Monday
8:15 – 9:15
Wednesday 12.45 - 1.30
Friday
8:15 – 9:15
3:00 – 3:45
Ph: 8350 7933
***
KickStart Breakfast
Monday, Wednesday
& Friday
8:30am
Outside the Canteen
***
Lost and Found
Ensure all items are clearly
labelled so we can return
them to you and check the
lost and found cupboard
for missing items.
***
BPS Playgroup
Thursdays
0 – 4 year olds
9am to 11am
OSHC Room
***
School Tour Days
We offer school tours for
new families & new
students.
Contact Reception on
8278 5355 for the next
tour date and to book.

***
To join, search for
Blackwood PS Scene
in Facebook and click on
the Join button.

The Year 5/6 children use the same Transdisciplinary Theme, but looking at
migration - what are the push and pull factors, how do migrants' feelings change
over time, how are they treated before, during and after. Children are encouraged
to investigate topics such as how does someone choose where to migrate to and
how long are you considered a migrant when you arrive. They'll be producing a
stop motion film illustrating some of their learnings in the coming weeks too.
Another interesting snippet is that the Year 3/4 children spent a day being silent!
As a parent I'm not sure how that was possible but apparently it was very
successful and they used sign language and other gestures, Braille and Morse code
to communicate for the day.
If there is a question or topic you would like raised at the Governing Council
meetings, please let one of us know. Most of us use the Facebook group so you
can post questions there or you can leave a note at the front desk. We'd love to
hear from you.

Lost Property
Our lost property cupboard was bursting at the seams!
During Week 10, a table will be placed at the front of the
Reception Office with items of uniform, lunch boxes and
drink bottles. Please look through to claim any lost items.
Any unclaimed/unnamed items will be sold as second hand,
or donated at the end of the term.
Don’t forget to name all uniform clothing (hats, shirts,
jackets/windcheaters) as well as drink bottles and lunch
boxes.

2.20pm Early Dismissal Last Day of Term
To secure a space in OSHC for after school on Friday 8 July, please book using the
My Family Lounge APP, booking under the ‘Early Finish Roll’.

July Vacation Care
Activities include : See Minions movie in a recliner at Hoyts Norwood; Circus skills
workshop; Animal Capers; Plaster Funhouse; Motor Museum; Camping (pitch a
tent); Rev it up Racing cars; Inflatable Zone and PJ Day.
Families must return the Excursion/Incursion Authorisation Form prior to the end
of term.
July Vacation Care Program (631kb)
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Splish Splash and Chemical Mish Mash
Rooms 9, 19 and 20
We have had an exciting Term 2 in Year 2/3 exploring How the World Works. As the weather got cooler
we started investigating heat: how it can be produced and how it moves from one object to another.
During our week of water safety lessons at Westminster School
we had a wonderful time learning skills to keep ourselves safe
in the water, whilst reflecting on how heat was moving from
the pool and our bodies, to the air around it.

On Thursday, June 30th, we had an exciting incursion
with Nitro Nat who presented her science performance
the ‘Crazy Colourful Chemistry Show’. The live
educational performance explored chemical reactions
with lots of colour and wonder including experiments
to show the changing states of matter (solids, liquids
gasses) and exploring how heat, acids and bases change
chemicals. We saw a gummy bear catch alight through
contact with a chemical and saw an exothermic
reaction called elephant toothpaste. We learnt how
temperature slows and quickens chemical reactions
and had a lot of fun along the way.

We have also been exploring the topic of heat in Science with
John. We have been looking at how heat and fire can come from
changing states of matter.
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Japanese Quiz Day
In Week 8, on Wednesday 22nd of June, we were lucky enough to attend a Japanese
Quiz Day. The event was held at the Education Development Centre (EDC) in
Hindmarsh.
The quiz day was for Year 6s as a way to test their knowledge about Japanese
language and culture. There were eight different rounds with topics such as hiragana,
kanji, geography, pop culture, and numbers.
Gurjot, Henry, Isla, Abbie, Indy, Ellen, Max and Kiara represented our school on the
day. Special thanks to Gunawan-sensei for hosting the event and letting us
participate.
There were 10 schools and 75 students in total at the quiz. Schools were mixed into
different teams so that we could share what we’ve learnt, and help each other to
answer questions.

A big congratulations goes to Ellen and Gurjot who were
in team “Sakura Sushi” – the winning team! Thank you to
everyone who participated – we hope you had fun.
If you’re in Year 5 this year, you should think about doing
next year’s quiz day!
By Isla and Gurjot

EXCURSION TO THE ART GALLERY (AGSA) - ROOMS 1, 2, 4 & 5
By Mark & Charlotte (Room 4) and Jack & Reuben (Room 2)
On Friday the 27th of May and 4th June the Year 5 & 6 students took a train to get to the Art Gallery of
South Australia. They had a quick walk to the train station before a short wait for our transport. On the
train ride there was a bundle of excitement with kids chattering and some quietly drawing in their
sketchbooks. The ride was scenic as this was the beautiful Blackwood train line. There was also a dark
tunnel in which everyone screamed as they were not expecting it. There was lots of laughter and
excitement as they tumbled through the railway into the Adelaide CBD. The students made their way
through the cold city streets lead by their fearless teachers and supportive parent volunteers. We were
separated into groups and while some classes went straight to the cape making activity the others were
lucky enough to have amazing tours of the art gallery by very knowledgeable and friendly tour guides.
Dennis Golding Capes
When we were on the excursion to the Art Gallery of South
Australia to study our unit of inquiry of “How we express
ourselves”, we visited the Dennis Golding Cape exhibition.
This exhibition showed fabric capes they made in the Studio.
To make our own cape we started with a design on a sheet
of paper that ‘represents us’ or makes us ‘unique’. Students
then copied their designs onto the cape, using oil pastels.
We had to be careful as the oil pastel pens we used ran
through the fabric. There were some fabulous designs and
bright colours used.
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Yayoi Kusama Exhibition
A big part of our tour around the art gallery was the Yayoi
Kusama exhibit. We have been learning about Yayoi Kusama
and are also trying her style of art. The most amazing part of
the Yayoi Kusama exhibition was the infinity room. This
showed infinite pumpkins which stretched out as far as the eye
could see. It was an amazing display which showed us infinite
creativity. In a separate room of the Yayoi Kusama exhibition
there were about four pumpkins in gold, bronze, silver and
white with black dots painted symmetrically down all the
edges of the large shiny pumpkins.
Some of the rooms had very big and cool pieces of art like the
Yayoi Kusama infinity dot room and another favourite was the
string room. We were also lucky to look at some of the
sculptures and talk about how they were made by the artists.
Taking time to look at the art made us more aware of its
beauty and the expression used with artistic features like
colour, line and size by the artists. We looked at international
and local artists, paintings, sketches, installations and visual
art including a blue clock man. Most students liked the dot
room the best because of the mirrored cube and the inside of
the pumpkins and mirrors; it looked like there were two of
you.
There was much chatter as the cascade of students tumbled right
in the carriages with a tinge of giggling. As they finally got out the
bustling students hiked their way back to school. How lucky were
we to have such a cool experience with very talented guides.
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The School Food Waste
Last week on the 20th of June the Green Team sorted
two of our main compost bins in our school. We had
50.2kg of food waste collected over 10 days. We
sorted the food waste into different piles; food
scraps, partially eaten food and whole food.
Whole fruit – not a single bite taken out of it.
5
Mandarins
0.6 kg
15
Bananas
2.8 kg
21
Apples
2.9 kg
1
Pear
0.2 kg
Also uneaten.
Sandwiches
Miscellaneous vegetables

1.5 kg
0.6 kg

Partially eaten fruit – some with only one bite taken out of it.
Apples
10.1 kg
Bananas (skin removed)
2.8 kg
Pears
1.2 kg
Scrap food that was determined to be sufficiently eaten such as banana skins, apple and pear cores,
orange and mandarin skins. 27.5 kg
The first pile was the uneaten food that included
whole bananas, apples, sandwiches, oranges and
more. That’s a lot of uneaten food, Right? But
there’s more! The next pile was half eaten food,
such as apples, bananas, vegetables and much
more. The half-eaten food had a few bites in them
which made them not fully eaten but half eaten.
The last pile that we sorted was fully eaten food,
this pile included lots of food scraps such as,
banana peels, apple cores, orange peels and many
more scraps and peels. All together all the food
waste added up to around 50kg, which is more
than the average weight of a 5th grade child.
We need to reduce food waste in our school here are some of our ideas;
 Discuss with your child what they want in their lunch box
 Maybe cut the fruit into smaller portions
 Encourage your child to take home food that they don’t eat
It is fantastic that we are composting so much food and creating great soil for the school, but it is a real
concern that so much food is going uneaten. We need to be more mindful, more environmental and less
wasteful.
From all the members of the Green Team.

Student Free and School Closure Days for 2022
Thursday 8 September – Student Free Day
Friday 9 September – School Closure
Monday 17 October (1st day term 4) – Student Free Day
Tuesday 18 October (2nd day term 4) – Student Free Day
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Kaboom Percussion Performance
Last week we had a whole school performance incorporating
the science of sound and music. Kaboom performed a high
impact percussion music using non-conventional items such as;
buckets for drums, plastic bottles with bike value tops that were
pressured filled, PVC xylophone, suitcase as a base drum and
even dog toys.
The Kaboom performance will led into (for some students) next
terms Science focus – The Science of Sound where students will
create musical instruments / sounds. Students will explore how
sound travels, how to
amplify sound and have fun making different sounds. The students
might even be able to use their knowledge and instruments in Music
classes.
A big thanks to the Kaboom
team and all the students
who showed their openminded, risk taking and
inquiring mind set attributes,
in their thoughtful questions
and wonderments.
Thanks, John and Jodie
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My Coaching Experience
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