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An IB school valuing, supporting and inspiring a community of lifelong learners
Important Diary
Dates
Tuesday 29 June
Knockout Basketball
Friday 2 July
Last day of Term 2
2.20pm finish
Student Reports
sent home

Monday 19 July
Student Free Day
Tuesday 20 July
1st Day Term 3
Tuesday 20th July
P&F Meeting 6pm
Staff Room
Tuesday 3 August
Gov Council Mtg
6pm Staff Room
Wednesday 4 August
Japanese Performance

It’s difficult to believe that the year is already half way over
and now is a great time to reflect on the year that’s gone and
look forward to the rest of 2021. When reflecting on where we
were at this time last year we need to be very thankful to live in
SA and be able to continue the education of our children
without the interruptions that other states have had and are still
experiencing. How lucky are we to not only live where we do
but also be part of such an amazing school!
There have been so many learning opportunities for our students delivered by an amazing
staff of people including Swimming, NAPLAN, Reconciliation Filming, Ancient Travel Expo,
Silent Movie making, Premier’s Be Active Challenge, Olympic Connect program in
Japanese, Monologues, Weather Investigations, Athletics Day, Earth’s resources activities,
Oliphant Science Awards and the list goes on. Our students are certainly very lucky to be
offered these wonderful opportunities but also to be commended for the way they are
take them up.
In our recent External School Review the review team highlighted the culture of continual
focus on improvement at Blackwood Primary School. Throughout the year our teaching
staff will continue to focus on training and development around our Site Improvement
goals. During this term many staff members have been working through a Harvard Project
Zero Course focussing on Cultures of Thinking and 10 principles central to teaching and
learning. They will continue this focus throughout Term 3 and look at principles such as:
 Learning occurs at the point of challenge
 Questions drive thinking and learning
 Powerful learning both engages and empowers learners
 Learning is a consequence of thinking
These principles, plus others, will help to inform our teaching and learning program.
On the first day of Term 3 our learning journey continues with a training day around two
of our Site Improvement Goals; Writing and Maths. Staff will work with the staff from
Bellevue Heights Primary School on task design and moderation.
On the last day of the term your child will receive their Mid-Year Report. Many hours of
work go into writing these reports in a way to provide useful information for students and
parents. This provides a great opportunity for your child to be able to reflect on where
they are in their learning and set some goals for the remaining two terms. Please take the
time to read through this report with your child and discuss areas of success and areas of
improvement with them.
As we move into the Term 2 holidays I wish you all a restful and safe break and look
forward to catching up again in Term 3.
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School Information
Student Absence
If your child will be absent
from school, please
send a txt through the

School Star App
or

SMS Text to
0427 016 460
***
Banking Day
Banking day is
Wednesday
***
Term Uniform Shop
Opening Hours
Monday
8:15 – 9:15
Wednesday 12.45 - 1.30
Friday
8:15 – 9:15
3:00 – 3:45
Ph: 8350 7933
***
KickStart Breakfast
Tuesday, Wednesday
& Friday
8:30am
Outside the Canteen
***
Lost and Found
Ensure all items are clearly
labelled so we can return
them to you and check the
lost and found cupboard
for missing items.
***
BPS Playgroup
Thursdays
0 – 4 year olds
9am to 11am
OSHC Room
***
School Tour Days
We offer school tours for
new families & new
students.
Contact Reception on
8278 5355 for the next
tour date and to book.

2.20pm Early Dismissal Last Day of Term
We would like to advise that Governing Council have approved Early Dismissal at
2.20pm on the last day of each term for the remainder of this year. This
decision now means we are in line with Blackwood High School’s Early Dismissals
for 2021.
To secure a space in OSHC for after school on Friday 2 July 2021, please book
using the My Family Lounge APP, booking under the ‘After School Care Roll’.

Vacation Care Reminder
We would like to inform you that we will be trialling a change in opening times
during the upcoming July Vacation Care. We will be opening at 7:00AM instead of
the usual 7:30AM opening time. This will be a trial and a decision will be made by
Governing Council after this trial period.
Reminder Early Bird Fee finishes on the 25th of June at 5PM (Friday). We have
some days that are nearing capacity, so get in ASAP to secure a place.

OSHC bookings for Student Free Day - 19 July
Monday the 19th of July (first day back of school Term 3) is a Pupil Free Day, OSHC
will be open 7AM – 6PM on this day. We are having a PJ Party!!! Come dressed
in your favourite PJ’s. We will be playing games, watching movies and creating a
range of art and craft to fill our day. We will be having a special pancake
breakfast and making our own mini pizza for afternoon tea.
To secure a space please book by Friday 16th July 5PM, using the My Family
Lounge APP, booking under the Pupil Free Day roll.

***
To join, search for
Blackwood PS Scene
in Facebook and click on
the Join button.
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Governing Council Report
They say time goes faster when you get old. I am either suddenly very old, or this year has gone very
quickly. I like to think it’s for a very positive reason. This year we are almost back to normal after a
tricky 2020, apart from kids sharing orange segments at Saturday sport.
This year has also seen a change on the Governing Council (GC). I joined the GC four years ago, when
my son Olek started in Reception. Craig was also voted in as the new chair. Time has flown. This year, I
was voted in as the new chair, so I have some big shoes to fill. I would like to thank Craig for the great
work, energy and leadership he brought to the GC over the past 4 years.
The Governing Council has been very busy, starting the year with involvement in the External School
Review. The Report was formally released recently. The glowing report was very positive about every
aspect of the school, especially the quality, enthusiasm and professional development of the staff. The
panel was particularly impressed with the “continuous improvement” culture of the whole school. I
think we are very lucky to have the fabulous staff, students, school community, and grounds, but it is
nice to have this formally and confirmed by an independent panel.
The Governing Council members, individually and as a group perform an important function for the
school. Each member has the ability to add their perspective on all issues, ranging from school policies
on Finance and Education, to policies on uniform and hair colour. Over the last four years, I have found
being a member of GC very satisfying, as it goes a little beyond just involvement or volunteering, but is
actually in a small way playing a part in “shaping” our school and the quality of the education experience
our children get.
On a personal level, I have also taken a further step and volunteered to help with Saturday Sport.
I was approached to coach the Under 10s soccer team. I was a little bit apprehensive and probably a
little “commitment shy” at first. I was very pleasantly surprised with the excellent support network for
volunteers the school has and was reassured that if I am unable to make it one Saturday, I will have back
up and I was not going to have to do it alone. I am a couple of months into the season and really loving
it. The satisfaction of seeing the kids play, develop skills, improve, learn to play as a team and my yelling
instructions from the sidelines, that inevitably fall on deaf ears can not be put into words. When I made
the decision, I was not aware that my son in Year 3, was learning about Volunteering and the important
role Volunteers play in our communities. I got an additional feeling of satisfaction, because under some
circumstances, without someone like me saying “yes”, the school is unable to nominate a team and a
dozen kids miss out. I can wholeheartedly recommend and encourage putting your hand up!
I am looking forward to the second half of the year. The Governing Council will continue its work and
we still have the Quiz Night and Camp Out to look forward to. I also just hope to stay dry at soccer on
Saturday.
Sebastian Pawelski
Chairperson Governing Council

Lost Property
Our lost property cupboard is bursting at the seams!
During Week 10, a table will be placed at the front of the reception office with
items of uniform, lunch boxes and drink bottles. Please look through to claim any
lost items.
Any unclaimed/unnamed items will be sold as second hand, or donated at the
end of the term.
Don’t forget to name all uniform clothing (hats, shirts, jackets/windcheaters) as well as drink bottles and
lunch boxes.
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Jump Rope for Heart day
This year, we had a Jump Rope for Heart day for the first time in a couple years.
I hosted it with the other house leaders, Nick, Mia-Rose, Chrishella, Chrishalya,
Finlay, Taasha, Aarnav, Arnav and Davina. Jump Rope for Heart day was
certainly an enjoyable experience, and even though I was just hosting it, I had
heaps of fun. Jump Rope for Heart day is a day where we set up small activity
stations (that have something to do with jumping) around the front courts of
the school and each class spends an hour with their buddy class rotating to
each station every five minutes. Students were given a group and that group
was assigned to a numbered station. We also told them which direction they
would be rotating so it would be clear although near the end of the hour, my
partner and I realized that hadn't really worked out.
The other house leader buddies and I got given a group/partner and 2 classes to
help with the activities for the next hour, including just plain helping. We also
let everyone know when it was time to go to their next station, played upbeat
energizing music and helped out when a student was confused where to go
next. Some of the activities included long rope, beaded ropes, elastics and
making a skipping routine with your group.
Because we are supporting The Heart Foundation, of course we were also
aiming to get students to donate money for it! Our goal is $10,000 and so far,
we are pretty good. We have raised $5665 so far and thanks to the amazing
students that go to my school, we may just even get to our goal! Here are some
of the top amazing donors that will also get an exciting prize later this year.
1. Eliza - $391.99
2. Dylan - $281.54
2. Kody - $281.54
4. Hazel - $266.11
5. Siobhan - $246.55
As well as donating, we also wanted to see
who could skip the most minutes. As you
can see, our students are super active!
Here are the top skippers.
1. Mahalia - 23 hours and 20 minutes
2. Annaliese - 21 hours
3. Max W - 16 hours and 40 minutes
4. Gaby - 16 hours and 10 minutes
5. Dylan - 10 hours and 45 minutes
Written by Rosa
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Room 14, 19 & 20 Term Report
Rooms 14, 19 and 20 have had a busy term with lots of exciting learning
happening for us.
During
week
6
we
attended
Westminster School daily to practice
our swimming and learn how to keep
our selves safe in the water. The
children kept a daily record of their
swimming achievements and goals for
the future. Room 20 wrote some
Acrostic and Haiku poems about their
time at swimming.

For four lessons this term
our classes are taking
part in the Footsteps
Dance Program. The
students are learning
different dance steps
each week. They have
been learning lots of
new dance sequences
each time and it has
been very enjoyable for
them and the teachers
to watch each week.

a
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On the 9th of June, week 7
we participated in the Jump
Rope for Heart Jump Off. The
students
were
able
to
practice their jump rope skills
that they had been learning
in PE with Mrs Fuller. This
overlapped with the Premiers
Be Active Challenge to
encourage active habits
each day.

In our Unit of Inquiry this term “Sharing the Planet”
we are currently investigating the central idea
“Earth’s resources are valuable and used in a
variety of ways”, students explored natural
resources we use daily, making distinctions between
fossil fuels, non-renewable and re-newable
resources. Currently we are focusing on water as a
resource. Some thinking routines like “See-ThinkWonder”, “Zoom In” and “Chalk Talks” are being
used to encourage children’s deeper thinking. Each
class made their own example of a water cycle,
which are currently hanging on our windows so the
children can watch the water cycle in action. Each
class has been working on their own different types
of water art, based around swimming lessons and
different forms of water.
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Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students
with Disability (NCCD)
Every year, all schools in Australia participate in the Nationally Consistent
Collection of Data on School Students with Disability (NCCD). The NCCD process requires schools to
identify information already available in the school about supports provided to students with disability.
These relate to legislative requirements under the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 and the Disability
Standards for Education 2005, in line with the NCCD guidelines (2019).
Information provided about students to the Australian Government for the NCCD includes:
 year of schooling
 category of disability: physical, cognitive, sensory or social/emotional
 level of adjustment provided: support provided within quality differentiated teaching practice,
supplementary, substantial or extensive.
This information assists schools to:
 formally recognise the supports and adjustments provided to students with disability in schools
 consider how they can strengthen the support of students with disability in schools
 develop shared practices so that they can review their learning programs in order to improve
educational outcomes for students with disability.
The NCCD provides state and federal governments with the information they need to plan more broadly
for the support of students with disability.
The NCCD will have no direct impact on your child and your child will not be involved in any testing
process. The school will provide data to the Australian Government in such a way that no individual
student will be able to be identified – the privacy and confidentiality of all students is ensured. All
information is protected by privacy laws that regulate the collection, storage and disclosure of personal
information. To find out more about these matters, please refer to the Australian Government’s Privacy
Policy (https://www.education.gov.au/privacy-policy).
Further information about the NCCD can be found on the NCCD Portal (https://www.nccd.edu.au).
If you have any questions about the NCCD, please contact the school.
Kind regards
Kris Robson

SAPSASA Events
This year we have been involved SAPSASA activities which have
included many children having fun while learning new skills.
Some of our students have been selected in the Southern
Heights District teams including Cross Country, Swimming,
Netball, and Football.
Here is some of what the children have said about their
experience at District carnivals. Ruby G got into SAPSASA
Metro Day Swimming Carnival and said she enjoyed the
Freestyle relay where she and three other people came 1st with
a state record with. Gracie also got into SAPSASA Metro Day
Swimming Carnival and competed in freestyle relay coming 4th
with three other people. William M was selected in the
SAPSASA Southern Heights football team and is still yet to play at the State Carnival. He is hoping to be
placed into the team and make it through. Emily M had a great time in the SAPSASA Southern Heights
Year 6 Netball team and tied 2nd place over all. She played GD (goal defence) and GK (goal keeper).
Hugh represented Southern Heights at the State Cross Country Day, he had placed 82 nd out of 211; he
had fun exploring and enjoying his time there.
By Gracie
Blackwood Primary School
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Parents & Friends Committee
Blackwood Disco was a blast! Thank you to everyone who came and showed off some funky moves! This
year’s Disco had biggest attendance by the students, and the kids had so much fun. We were amazed by
their crazy hair styles too! Here are some photos from the night:

EVENTS
Parent’s and Friends Committee has a few exciting events planned in the
next two terms, and we would love to see new faces at our next meeting on
Tuesday during week 1, at 6pm in the school staff room. P&F committee is
a great opportunity to bring parents and teaching staff together to build a
supportive school community. Come and say “Hello”, the committee and
BPS need your help!

P&F Meeting
ALL WELCOME
Tuesday 20 July
6pm in the Staff room

We are looking forward to seeing you there!
P&F Committee
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