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An IB school valuing, supporting and inspiring a community of lifelong learners
Important Diary
Dates

Week 9
Reception to Year
5 Student Led
Conferences
Tuesday 20 September
Festival Choir Rehearsal
& Performance

Thursday 29 September
PYP Exhibition

Friday 30 September
Community Sports Day,
Colour Explosion Day
&
Last Day Term 3
2.20pm dismissal

Monday 17 October &
Tuesday 18 October
Student Free Days
Wednesday 19 October
First Day of Term 4

What a great term we are having with lots of amazing learning
opportunities spread across all curriculum areas. Our Year 5/6 students
have been working hard for their exhibition Unit of Inquiry. The Year 6s
are looking forward to sharing their learning with the school community
on Thursday 29th September at 6.30pm. Our Year 5s will share their
learning at Student Led Conferences in Week 9. We look forward to
welcoming parents to these events. We have also been very excited to
welcome parents back to assemblies and supporting in our classrooms.
Please enjoy reading about all of our learning later in our newsletter.
Student Free Day
On Thursday last week, during our Student Free Day, teachers spent the day focussing on
Learner Agency and how it supports learning across the curriculum. Staff were able to research,
discuss and reflect on agency and how this looks in their classrooms. This is an overarching
concept that is spread across all of our Site Improvement Plan areas and an underpinning idea
of the IB Inquiry pedagogy.
So what is Learner Agency? “Learner Agency is about shifting the ownership of learning from
teachers to students, enabling students to have the understanding, ability, and opportunity to
be part of the learning design and to take action to intervene in the learning process, to affect
outcomes and become powerful lifelong learners.”(https://www.inspiringinquiry.com/thelearner/learner-agency) Students have voice, choice and ownership of their learning journey
and work in partnership with teachers, setting goals, understanding steps to reach these and
developing skills to become lifelong learners. This means teachers are working to personalise
the learning, instruct, facilitate and guide learning.
NAPLAN Results 2022
This week students in Years 3 and 5 will receive their NAPLAN results. This year we have had
some extremely pleasing NAPLAN results with an improvement in nearly all areas with students
achieving in the upper bands.
In Reading, 78% of students achieved higher bands in Year 3 and 51% in Year 5. These are both
increases from 2021 with our Year 3 result at the highest ever level and our Year 5 result also
being very close to the best ever.
In Numeracy, 47% of students achieved higher bands in Year 3 and 21% in Year 5. There was an
increase in these results in Year 3. In Year 5 there were 23 students in Band 6, which is just below
higher bands.
In Writing, 76% of students achieved in the higher bands in Year 3 and 16% in Year 5. These are
also both an increase from 2021 with our Year 3s again being at the highest level ever and our
Year 5s are back up to historic levels.
Results also show that Spelling and Grammar have also made an improvement from 2021.
These results are based on school calculations with 60% of Year 3s and 42% of Year 5s in higher
bands for Spelling; both an improvement on 2021 results. We also had improvement in
grammar with 69% of Year 3s in higher bands and 36% of Year 5s.
These results are very pleasing overall with some fabulous progress.
Grounds
Currently we have quite a few grounds projects on the go. Our Japanese garden is progressing
well and we have installed two new circular bench seating areas. James our groundsman will
finish the tops of these in the coming weeks.
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School Information

Spelling Bee

Student Absence
If your child will be absent
from school, please
send a txt through the

Year 5 and 6 students from Room 2 had the option to compete in the Prime
Ministers Spelling Bee. These courageous students worked on their phonics
awareness and knowledge of sound-letter associations.
Congratulations to the following students who competed at a school level during
the first round - Aasini, Albarr, Amit, Charlie, Christian, Duncan, Eden, Harrison,
Izzy V, Jack, Jensen, Kayla, Kiara, Kristin, Lorelei and Reuben.

School Star App
or

SMS Text to
0427 016 460
***
Term Uniform Shop
Opening Hours
Monday
8:15 – 9:15
Wednesday 12.45 - 1.30
Friday
8:15 – 9:15
3:00 – 3:45
Ph: 8350 7933
***
KickStart Breakfast
Monday, Wednesday
& Friday
8:30am
Outside the Canteen
***
Lost and Found
Ensure all items are clearly
labelled so we can return
them to you and check the
lost and found cupboard
for missing items.
***
BPS Playgroup
Thursdays
0 – 4 year olds
9am to 11am
OSHC Room
***
School Tour Days
We offer school tours for
new families & new
students.
Contact Reception on
8278 5355 for the next
tour date and to book.

***
To join, search for
Blackwood PS Scene
in Facebook and click on
the Join button.

Two BPS students received results enabling them to
compete in a more challenging testing at the State
Level. Congratulations to Eden and Lorelei.
The testing words were quite challenging and
unfortunately no students from BPS were able to
advance to the National round... this time! But
many students are keen to try again next year.

Enrolments 2023
We are currently looking at class structures for the 2023 year and need assistance
from our school community to ensure that we are accounting for everyone in our
budget as well as these structures. If you know of anyone who is planning on
enrolling in Blackwood Primary for the 2023 year and has not filled in an enrolment
form, please encourage them to do so ASAP. Likewise, if you know your child/ren
will not be returning to Blackwood Primary School in 2023 (except Year 6s) please
let the Front Office know ASAP. Thank you for your assistance in this important
forward planning.

2.20pm Early Dismissal Last Day of Term
To secure a space in OSHC for after school on Friday 30 September, please book
using the My Family Lounge APP, booking under the ‘Early Finish Roll’.

Lost Property
Our lost property cupboard is bursting at the seams!
During Week 10, a table will be placed at the front of the
Reception Office with items of uniform, lunch boxes and drink
bottles. Please look through to claim any lost items.
Any unclaimed/unnamed items will be sold as second hand, or
donated at the end of the term.
Don’t forget to name all uniform clothing (hats, shirts,
jackets/windcheaters) as well as drink bottles and lunch boxes.

October Vacation Care
Vacation Care program is now available: October Vacation Care Program (555kb)
Families must return the Excursion/Incursion Authorisation Form prior to the end
of term.
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Room 14 - Where we are in Place and Time
This term in our current Unit of Inquiry, ‘Where we are in Place and Time’ we have been inquiring into
how families can change and be influenced by significant events over time. Our lines of inquiry are:
 An inquiry into our own families, and how they have changed over time.
 An inquiry into events and celebrations that are significant to me and my family.
 An inquiry into how technology has impacted families over time.
In this unit we really enjoyed the baby photo challenge. We
each brought in a baby photo and we had to guess who it was.
It was lots of fun seeing people as babies. We looked at baby
photos because this is a significant event that happens in our
lives.
We have been open minded when learning about different
families in Room 14. We understand that it doesn’t matter what
your family looks like, the most important part is that they love
each other. The picture book ‘Family- All that you Dream it to
Be’ gave us a better understanding of what family means to us.
In the story, there are families with two dads or two mums, a
foster family, single parent families with either a dad or a mum.
We looked at different global celebrations around the world,
including Chinese New Year, Diwali and Ramadan. Envelopes of
lucky money are traditional gifts for children during the Chinese
New Year. In our classroom we have people who came from Italy,
New Zealand, England, Germany, Scotland, Russia and Poland.
We enjoyed learning about all the significant events that happen
in all of our different families.
Technology has changed almost everything about the way we
live, from how we travel, to the ways we share information and
take photos. Modern technologies, smart phones and the
internet mean tasks that once took days, weeks or months now
happen instantly, at the press of a button or swipe of a screen.
During Online Learning in 2020, technology was a positive as it
allowed us to be able to continue our learning via Zoom and
Seesaw. When we were not able to travel, we couldn’t see some family members for a long time. In our
class, we shared that we could FaceTime them and send emails. This made us feel connected again with
them.
We look forward to continuing our learning journey
for the rest of the year.
From Room 14- Year 1/2
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YELP Excursion
The YELP (Youth Environmental Leadership Program) team,
joined another six schools at Coromandel Primary School. The
purpose of the day was to work on their environmental projects.
The Blackwood YELP team have been working on reducing the
plastics and improving the compost soil in the garden, as well as
reducing food waste. Later this year they will be holding a plant
sale as a fundraiser to help put in a watering system for our
garden. If you have
any plants or pots
that you can donate
please drop them off
to the Science Room.
On the day we
explored Frank Smith Park in the search for bandicoots. The
Coromandel YELP team has been setting up cameras and
exploring ways to improve the habitats for bandicoots in the
area. We had a guest speaker talking about how we can
identify animals by their tracks and droppings.
In the afternoon we had two guest speakers on aboriginal
perspectives, which talked about the land we live on and traditional
culture practices. We finished the day creating our own story
through aboriginal art. Great day was had by all and a big thank
you to John Goodfellow, who has been fantastic working with the
team throughout the year.
By the YELP team.
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Book Week 2022 – ‘Dreaming with Eyes Open’
During Book Week this term, we held our annual Book Character Parade and were very pleased to see the
delight on students’ faces as they paraded around the hall dressed as a favourite character. The students
also enjoyed seeing the staff dressed up and trying to work out who everyone was dressed as. The Book
Week theme of Dreaming with Eyes Open allowed for various interpretations and many different learning
activities connected to a variety of different books.

Students from Year 2 to Year 6, plus the Year 1/2s in Room 14, were
also entertained with a performance on the ‘Wonderful Works of
Roald Dahl’, which was performed by four actors with very limited
props, however it was a great demonstration of how props and sets
are not needed to make a performance good. Some of our students
were also thrilled with the opportunity to participate in the short
plays and learned a few lines to make some surprise cameos.
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We hope to be able to invite our community to our book character parade next year, with the 2023 Book
Week theme being announced as ‘Read, Grow, Inspire’.

Debating 2022
Debating was an exciting experience consisting of five rounds throughout the season. In each round there
were two teams that debated against each other. We had a Year 5 team and a Year 6 team! We had
weekly debating sessions at school to help us prepare for the big
night!
Blackwood Red 6 came 25th out of 112 teams!
Blackwood Blue 5 came 19th out of 40 teams!
Both teams ended the season with a win!
Our teams were:
Year 5: Clio, Ari, Heston, Wyatt and Onadee
Year 6: Lorelei, Bella, Lexi, Izzy, Gurjot and Abbie
Some of the topics we had to debate were; ‘pets should be allowed in
the cabin of the plane’, ‘being the only child is better’ and ‘teachers
should wear uniforms’. We found debating fun but also difficult at the
same time. But the most important thing is to believe in yourself!
Thank you to all the parents that supported us in our experience.
Written by Clio and Gurjot

Blackwood Primary School

Page 6

SAPSASA District Athletics Carnival
On Friday, 9th September, the school Athletics team competed at the District Carnival held at Bowker St
Oval, instead of the usual venue as it was being renovated. As it was our School Closure Day the team of
26 students attended with their parents. Congratulations to everyone that made the team and went on
to represent the school. Well done!
1st to 4th placings on the day:
Room 8
Jai: 1st Long Jump, 3rd High Jump
Annie: 2nd 200m
Asher: 2nd 800m

Room 4
Dakota: 2nd Shot Put, 4th 800m

Room 7
Chiara: 3rd Shot Put

Room 2
Isabel: 2nd Shot Put

Room 5
Marshall: 1st High Jump, 2nd Discus
Mitchell: 1st Long Jump, 2nd 100m, 2nd 200m
Macklin: 4th 800m

Room 1
Ari: 4th Discus
Tyson: 3rd Discus

Jai, Marshall and Mitchell qualified to compete at Metro Day on Monday Week 10. We wish them all the
best at the next carnival.

Maker Mondays Lego Club
By Eden & Thomas
On Mondays, in the first half lunch in Room 2, Thomas and Eden have been running a Lego Club for all
ages. Participants play Lego and create amazing models such as spaceships and city buildings. Lego Club
is fun because you can meet new people and play with Lego.
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What: End of term colour run at Blackwood Primary School to raise money for new outdoor learning
areas. Participation is free but we are asking children to seek donations from friends and family to
support this fundraiser. Children will complete a course walking or running and enjoy being covered in
coloured powder.
The Colour Powder is a brightly coloured non-toxic powder made from corn starch and vegetable
colours. It will not stain skin or hair.
When: Friday 30th Sept 2022 at 1.30pm-2.10pm (school finishes 2.20pm as is it is the last day of the
term)
Where: In the school grounds of Blackwood Primary School
Who: This is a whole school event. Parents/carers also welcome to attend to walk/run with the kids (or
to watch).
Contact the school if you do not wish for your child to be involved. If you have concerns re your child
breathing in the powder or getting it in their eyes, please send them with a face mask/dust mask and/or
sunglasses to wear during the run. We will avoid throwing the powder into anyone’s faces and children
can run around the colour stations if they prefer to avoid running through the dust cloud.
Wear: White coloured clothing shows the bright colours up the best. It is best to wear older clothing and
shoes (although the colour mostly washes out after the event). Wear the light-coloured clothes to
school on the last day of term ready for the colour run.
Bring: Towel or change of clothes for the ride home. If attending OSHC after school, please bring a
change of clothes.
Clothing care: Allow clothing to dry (if wet) then shake off as much colour as possible. Rinse clothes in
cold water before washing as you normally would. If the colour is holding on, wash it again. The sooner
you wash it the better.
Fundraising: We are asking our students to seek donations from family and friends to raise money for
new outdoor learning areas on the school grounds.
Donations can be made under child’s name on QKR (preferably) or cash can be donated at the front
office by end of term.
We look forward to a blast of colour, lots of laughs, and finally welcoming our school community back
on site to join in the fun!
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Exhibition Action
James and Henry have been researching energy for their exhibition and would like to give you some
information about the good and bad energy sources.
We need to act on climate change now because there are a lot of natural disasters happening all around
the world. These can be caused by global warming which is also known as climate change. We need to
try and stop climate change and these disasters happening and hopefully reverse climate change.
Please take this advice that we are giving you about energy providers and energy sources. You might still
be using fossil fuels from an energy provider and not know it. Fossil fuels are things like coal, oil and
natural gas made of organisms that have been fossilized after millions of years. They are burnt to create
energy which is bad for the environment. If you want to check which companies are using fossil fuels
then go to https://greenelectricityguide.org.au/
Did you know that sadly only 26% of the entire electricity used in the world is clean and renewable? If
we increase that percentage, we will lower the carbon emissions. A piece of coal that fits in our hands
can power a light bulb for just one day, we will eventually run out of coal. Please change to a clean and
renewable energy source/provider now. https://greenelectricityguide.org.au/
When people say energy, you might think about solar, wind and fossil fuels, but did you know there is
such things as energy providers? They produce the energy and then you can purchase it from them. Did
you know that there are some energy providers whose energy is 100% green and renewable? They also
produce no waste at all to the natural environment.
Australia is number #14, in the world, of the biggest carbon emission polluters. There are some
countries who produce a tiny amount of that. Learn more about this at
https://www.worldometers.info/co2-emissions/co2-emissions-by-country/
Please think about changing your source of energy or the companies that supply your energy. We need
to act on climate change fast before it’s too late.
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