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An IB school valuing, supporting and inspiring a community of lifelong learners
Important Diary
Dates
Thursday 10 November
RAA incursion
R/1 classes
Friday 11 November
Remembrance Day
Nude Food Day
Tuesday 15 November
Japanese Bluearth
Sports Day
Thursday 17 November
Children’s Uni
Graduation 5.15pm
Bonython Hall
Monday 21 November
New Reception
Meet & Greet
Wednesday 21 Nov
1st Reception
Transition visit
Thursday 24 November
Music Showcase

Welcome back to term 4! It’s hard to believe that we are
already three weeks into the term and Christmas will be upon
us before we know it!
We thank everyone for the support of our two Student Free
Days at the beginning of Term 2. Over the two days teaching
staff worked to review their Professional goals which are in
line with our Site Improvement Plan. All staff collaboratively developed their
SMART goals and then put in place actions to support the achievement of these
goals. Staff have been working in the 3 areas of the Site Improvement Plan, Literacy,
Numeracy and Cultures of Thinking using data to inform teaching and learning and
to measure improvement.
Staff have also been collaboratively working in PLCs (Professional Learning
Communities) to explore an area of the SIP and measure progress against this. Our
PLCs were also focussed on Numeracy, Literacy and Cultures of Thinking.
Staff completed a survey to review changes in practice and actions taken to work
towards our improvement agenda and in the last staff meeting groups of teachers
documented their progress against our SIP. Over these two days staff also worked
on reflection and forward planning, looked at changes in the Australian Curriculum
(Version 9.0) and mapped UOI for 2023.
Interwoven throughout our SIP is “Student Agency.” Since our last Student Free Day
where this was a focus staff have continued to work with students building agency
into the learning. Anyone who was lucky enough to come along to our Year 6 PYP
Exhibition would have seen this Learner Agency in action.

COVID
Please be aware that we are currently experiencing an increase in the numbers of
COVID cases being reported in our school community. If your child is experiencing
any symptoms of COVID it would be advisable that you complete a RAT test to
ensure we are limiting the spread. Please let the school know if your child tests
positive to COVID. Thank you for your support in this.

World Teacher’s Day
We would like to acknowledge the wonderful work and dedication of our teachers
here at Blackwood Primary School. The teachers were provided with morning tea
to celebrate World Teachers Day and several parents also sent lovely messages.
One class even wrote reports for teachers giving us grades and comments! Thank
you to everyone for your kind messages of support.
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School Information
Student Absence
If your child will be absent
from school, please
send a txt through the

School Star App
or

SMS Text to
0427 016 460
***
Term Uniform Shop
Opening Hours
Monday
8:15 – 9:15
Wednesday 12.45 - 1.30
Friday
8:15 – 9:15
3:00 – 3:45
Ph: 8350 7933
***
KickStart Breakfast
Monday, Wednesday
& Friday
8:30am
Outside the Canteen
***
Lost and Found
Ensure all items are clearly
labelled so we can return
them to you and check the
lost and found cupboard
for missing items.
***
BPS Playgroup
Thursdays
0 – 4 year olds
9am to 11am
OSHC Room
***
School Tour Days
We offer school tours for
new families & new
students.
Contact Reception on
8278 5355 for the next
tour date and to book.

***
To join, search for
Blackwood PS Scene
in Facebook and click on
the Join button.

Governing Council Report
The November Governing Council meeting was held on Tuesday night and the
following is a short summary of some notable items;
•
Chrishnali, who many of you may know, from the front office has left the
school to take up a full time role. The Governing Council would like to thank her
for the work she has done supporting us over the last year.
•
The Japanese garden is finished as you'll have seen. The designer will
continue to visit as it establishes so he can make sure it is evolving in line with his
the students’ collaborative vision for the space.
•
Natalie Campbell showed us some 'word blobs' which were created using
words identified by teachers and students as illustrating 'a caring community' to
them. If you're not familiar with these, the words which appear most in the lists
provided by staff and students appear larger in the 'blob' giving a very visual
representation of what 'caring' looks like. Natalie asked us to take part in the
same exercise, which we did, and she will be asking the broader parent
community to get involved in their own 'word blob' via Seesaw soon. The various
blobs can then be compared to see what aspects are common and which are
unique to the various groups. Please look out for this on Seesaw and take part if
you can.
•
Finally, volunteers are being sought to help with the art show on Thursday
1st December. If you can help out, even just for an hour at any point during the
day, please contact Jenni Bishop either on the Facebook group or through the
Front Office.

Materials and Services Charge 2023 – On-line polling
Once again this year we are on-line polling for the Materials and Services Charge
for 2023. Each family is entitled to one vote per student per poll. The poll opens
on Friday 4th November 2022 and closes on Friday 18th November 2022, an email
has been sent out to parents and caregivers.
As a government school our funding is supplied primarily from a grant from the SA
government. The funding covers staff costs, teachers’ materials and equipment,
special purpose programs, student support services, information technology,
facilities, maintenance, school security and school operational costs.
The Materials and Services Charges, which parents pay contributes toward the
costs of curriculum which includes text books, stationery, computing needs and
consumable resources. At Blackwood Primary School we pride ourselves on the
quality and variety of resources that we offer our students, and the programs that
we deliver particularly the IB program, and want to continue to support our
students to achieve the best outcomes they are capable of.
The purpose of this poll is to support the collection of Materials and Services
Charges for 2023 at the amount of $405, the State Government has made a
commitment to provide a $100 rebate so the amount will work out to $305 per
student. As in previous years, the Governing Council strongly encourage you to
support the poll by voting yes to making the Materials and Services fee for 2023
fully legally recoverable. Thank you for your support.
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Enrolments 2023
We are currently looking at class structures for the 2023 year and need assistance from our school
community to ensure that we are accounting for everyone in our budget as well as these structures. If
you know of anyone who is planning on enrolling in Blackwood Primary for the 2023 year and has not
filled in an enrolment form, please encourage them to do so ASAP. Likewise, if you know your child/ren
will not be returning to Blackwood Primary School in 2023 (except Year 6s) please let the Front Office
know now. Thank you for your assistance in this important forward planning.

Student Action Team (S.A.T.)
The Student Action Team (S.A.T.) have been discussing what we are grateful for at BPS. First, we had
our own thinking time and then we paired up with an older or younger student and shared our
thoughts. Next, we got into groups with the School Captains and made a list of what we were grateful
for, and lastly, we cut our lists down to the top five and shared them with the whole SAT team.
Miss A took our reasons for being grateful at Blackwood, and turned them into a poster. The poster
looks great and is in the Front Office for everyone to see. We want new students to know what we are
grateful for at our school.
Written by Clementine and Abbie.
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Community Sports Day
On Friday the 30th of September, students were invited to participate in Community Sports Day. This day
consisted of a broad range of sports clubs from the Blackwood Community coming into our school and
volunteering their time to introduce our students to a variety of different sports. These sports included,
Lacrosse, Cricket, Soccer, AFL (Aussie rules football), Athletics, Martial Arts, Gymnastics, Girls and Boys
Basketball, Hockey, Diving, Softball and Netball. Students enjoyed trying new sports while also
participating in other sports they know and love.
Overall, the students had a fantastic time and welcomed the community members to our school with
open arms. We were very lucky to have such a diverse range of sports on offer on the day and are thankful
to our PE teachers Rosanne Fuller and Casey Turner. Together they organised and ensured the day ran
smoothly and was enjoyed by everyone. We would also like to say a big thankyou to the sporting clubs
who volunteered their time to come to our school and introduced us to some fantastic sports.
If your child/ren are interested in any of these sports,
most of them left brochures/fliers for students to take
home. Otherwise refer to our previous newsletter for
additional information on some of the community sports
clubs.
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2022 Colour Explosion
After the awesome activities of the Community Sports Day, Room 2
collaborated with Parents and Friends to set-up the Colour Explosion. In
order to prepare for the event, students worked in groups to brainstorm all
the different activities that would be of no cost, utilise the equipment we
already had at the school and be able to be spread across our wonderful
grounds. In the end we settled on activities like hurdles, disco station,
gymnastics equipment, skipping, parachute and the most popular CFS
Truck. We also needed to be aware that our stations could have minimal
parent or teacher support, so we made signs with visual instructions to help
students know what to do and where to go next. In the end everything was
set-up, and the students were ready to go. It was such a great afternoon,
the sun shone, and students were even heard saying, “This is the best day
ever!” That made all the hard work so great.
From the Students of Room 2.
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PYP Exhibition
Process
In Term 3, the Year 5 and 6 students in Room 5, 4, 2 and 1 started to work hard on the PYP Exhibition.
They watched videos explaining the importance of the UN Sustainable Development Goals. We spent a
lot of time, researching and finding out the answers to our lines of inquiry. We wrote an information
report, created an art piece and completed reflection in our scrapbooks/ folders. The Year 6s had a special
Exhibition night to share with families and the Year 5s shared at their Student Led Conferences in Week
9.

Action
The most important part of Exhibition was encouraging students to
take action. Some of the most popular actions including educating
younger children about a variety of issues, donating to charities, and
participating in organised events such as beach clean-ups, donations,
and ‘Walk A Mile In My Boots’.
By Jarvis and Hamish, Room 4
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Pastoral Care Work News
Both Brenton and Izzy have been kept busy during this year and here we are heading for the last straight
before crossing the finish line for 2022.
Izzy is here Mondays and Tuesdays and Brenton is here Thursdays and Fridays.
Probably the biggest news is that with the change of government, and with our funding for Pastoral
Care Work up for renewal, we have been waiting to see what would happen. Last week we were notified
that our funding has been renewed for another 3 years. So, we are happy for that.
This year has also been our first year where we have had a designated space to undertake our work with
students. Room 12 has been a real plus, we run our groups, see students individually, and we can meet
with parents. I believe this has been a great space to enhance wellbeing for our school.
It has been a pleasure to work and serve in Blackwood Primary and we look forward to continuing again
in 2023.
Brenton and Izzy.

Mitcham Hills Mini Eisteddfod 2022
On Sunday 28th August, a total of 40 students from Blackwood Primary School and Prescott College
Southern took part in the Mitcham Hills Mini Eisteddfod. This was the 16th year for the Eisteddfod, an inhouse musical festival which aims to give children an element of competition for all ages and levels in a
safe and fun environment. It had been a wonderful learning experience for the children over ten weeks,
as many of them learnt to play duets and trios together for the first time. It fostered care and
consideration for each other, perseverance, cooperation, teamwork, patience, and tolerance. Although
not all the results were perfect on the day, every child gave their best effort and there were many personal
success stories. We encourage all children learning an instrument to practice regularly and achieve their
best, but it is very important that they enjoy making music, feel comfortable performing and having a go.
Music has been found to enrich the lives of all who participate in its creation or enjoyment, and the
Eisteddfod allows our children to have a lot of fun sharing this amazing musical experience. Many thanks
to all the children, parents and teachers who supported this day, and to Winston Music for the winners’
music vouchers. $365 was raised for Shelterbox, providing emergency shelter in times of disaster.
The winners from Blackwood Primary School were:
 Piano solos: Geneva, Onadee, Fox, Charvi and Billy
 Own composition: Lisara
 Piano duets & trios: Billy, Onadee, Charvi, Opal, Ben, Rishana, Amiyo, Reuben and Daniel
 Eisteddfod Champion: Billy
I would also like to congratulate the students who have taken their AMEB piano exams this year. It takes
a lot of hard work and courage and they all worked very hard.
 Mark: grade 1: B
 Daniel: grade 1: C+
 Reuben: grade 1: B+
 Amiyo: grade 2: B
 Billy: grade 4: A+
 Rishana: grade 1: B
 Ben: preliminary: B
 Fox: preliminary: A+
 Olek: preliminary: A
 Lisara: preliminary: tba
Sarah Walsh – piano teacher & Eisteddfod co-ordinator
Blackwood Primary School
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NUDE FOOD DAY! Eliminate Single Use Plastics
Prior to COVID our school was well on the way to eliminating single use plastics in our yard and we would
love for you to support us again in this action to reduce our environmental footprint. We have been given
the unique opportunity to help eliminate single-use plastics from our environment, whilst also supporting
those less fortunate. An Australian company, Change is Currency, will donate 10% of proceeds made from
the sales of their reusable multiuse bags, on our behalf, to the charity, Project Nasi. Project Nasi is an
Australian registered charity, operating in Bali, Indonesia supporting those less fortunate by providing
food, medical and hygiene supplies.
Change is Currency was established in 2021. The company is dedicated to making global environmental
change, by eliminating single-use plastics and aims to provide schools, families, communities, and
individuals with a fun, vibrant, easy, and alternative solution to disposable plastics.
We aim to sell 50 sets, which equates to 500 meals. The donation to Project Nasi will be made on our
behalf and will assist the people of Bali who have been affected by the pandemic. Our donation will
provide food, medical and hygiene supplies to local Balinese people and communities in surrounding
islands.
A flyer was previously sent home on Tuesday last week and our event will last until Friday the 11th
November, when we will hold a Nude Food Day at Blackwood Primary School. Our aim is to eventually
eliminate single use plastics at school and the Makan bag sets (see pictures below) are a great way to
store your child’s food. The more our community purchases, the larger the donation we will raise, whilst
eliminating single-use plastics from our community.
It's easy - scan the QR code or visit www.changeiscurrency.com.au and get purchasing. Please share this
amazing opportunity with family and friends. We have the chance to wipe out the use of single-use plastics
within our community and achieve huge societal outcomes.
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