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Important Diary
Dates

Last day of Term 4
Friday 16
December

2.20pm finish
Uniform Shop
open onsite
Tuesday 24 January
9am-3pm

Term 1 2023
commences
Monday
30 January
The Staff at
Blackwood Primary
School wish our
School Community a
Happy and safe
Festive Season

Dear Parents and Caregivers,
2022 has been a very busy year at Blackwood Primary School.
As we reflect on the achievements and successes of the year, it is
very evident that our children have had many opportunities to
develop not only their academic abilities but also their social and
emotional selves.
Starting the year with online learning, and COVID illnesses didn’t dampen the enthusiasm
of students and then with the unprecedented storm at the end of the year, our students
still remained positive, settled and focused on their learning. We have had many highlights
throughout the year. Highlights from staff varied across the year level teams. Some of these
included such things as big improvements in student learning in several areas, an awesome
evening of learning and new understandings at the PYP-Exhibition night where students are
able to articulate the depth to which they understood the UN Goals, the student initiated
action that has taken place around Japanese including students leading and running a
Japanese art competition, students taking the time to pick up rubbish in the newly built
Japanese garden and students making their own miniature Japanese gardens on the oval.
Other highlights were the Festival Choir performance, the Music showcase, Japanese
Bluearth Sports Day, Patch Theatre excursion to Festival Centre, our R/1 students mentoring
the kindy kids during their transition visits and our JP students taking agency by designing
their own play-stations for our shared play space.
Throughout the year we have also had many new facilities improvements. Our JP
playground was built and ready for use by the beginning of Term 3, a new Nature Play Space
with a water pump was developed, our Japanese Garden was designed and built and as of
Thursday this week our new Amphitheatre Outdoor Classroom teaching space was
completed.
We were also very pleased to welcome parents back on site to help out in any way that they
can. The effort that students and staff put in in such a disrupted year has been outstanding
and I feel so privileged to be part of such an amazing school community.
There are many people who deserve thanks for building this community. We would like to
thank our incredible staff including teachers, SSOs in both classrooms and administration
and our OSHC staff. They all work tirelessly to support the students across the school. Our
Governing Council, led by Sebastian Pawelski, has also been integral to supporting the
school, helping with important decisions, being curious and inquisitive and representing our
whole school community. Thank you to everyone who has supported the council. Our
amazing Parents and Friend’s Committee who have provided many wonderful
opportunities for our students throughout the year. Their latest
event, the Art Show was amazing and not only raised a remarkable
amount of money for the school but also highlighted the artistic
talents of many of our students. Throughout the night we had
some students performing as guest artist and there was a steady
stream of parents visiting the gallery throughout the night.
Thank you to Jenni Bishop and her small but mighty team of parents.
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School Information
Student Absence
If your child will be absent
from school, please
send a txt through the

School Star App
or

SMS Text to
0427 016 460
***
Term Uniform Shop
Opening Hours
Monday
8:15 – 9:15
Wednesday 12.45 - 1.30
Friday
8:15 – 9:15
3:00 – 3:45
Ph: 8350 7933
***
KickStart Breakfast
Monday, Wednesday
& Friday
8:30am
Outside the Canteen
***
Lost and Found
Ensure all items are clearly
labelled so we can return
them to you and check the
lost and found cupboard
for missing items.
***

Thank you to all parents and caregivers for your constant support. It is the value you place
on education and the positive support you give the school that sends a clear message to
your children that education is a valuable and important part of their life.
At this time of the year, we say goodbye to our Year 6 students. Many of these students
have called Blackwood Primary School home for the past eight years of their life. We hope
you leave with fond memories of your time with us. Remember the future is in front of
you and it is yours to make what you will of it. Consider those tasks given to you as
challenges and opportunities, not obstacles and barriers. On behalf of the whole school
community we wish you well in the next stage of your educational journey.
Sadly, this time of the year is also time to farewell some of our staff. We wish Ty
Kloosterman the best, who has completed an ICT traineeship at Blackwood Primary
School, as he moves onto his next venture. Reena Aftab, who has been teaching Japanese
in our JP classes is also leaving us to take up a Japanese position, with increased time. We
wish her well in her new school. Finally, it is with great regret that we say goodbye to
Natalie Campbell. Natalie has been our IB Coordinator for the past 3 years and has had a
great impact on the implementation of the IB at Blackwood. Natalie has won the position
of Assistant Principal at Immanuel Primary School. We congratulate her on her
appointment and wish her all the best for her future. Jenny Allard has won the IB
Coordinator role for 2023 and we look forward to working with Jenny in this new capacity.
Finally, we wish Jen Herbert all the best as she begins her journey as a new Mum in 2023.
We look forward to seeing Jen back at Blackwood Primary School in the near future.
In 2023 we welcome some new teaching staff to Blackwood as well as some returning staff
members. Courtney Woodward returns to teach one of our Year 2/3 classes in Room 20
and we also welcome Janita Bentley back to teach PE. We are excited to welcome Meg
Beaty to teach a Year 3/4 class in Room 12. Meg has been a valued staff member at
Hawthorndene Primary School and we are pleased to have her join the Blackwood Primary
School staff. We also welcome Kelly Gunn to teach our JP Japanese classes.

BPS Playgroup
Thursdays
0 – 4 year olds
9am to 11am
OSHC Room
***
School Tour Days
We offer school tours for
new families & new
students.
Contact Reception on
8278 5355 for the next
tour date and to book.

Wishing everyone a safe and enjoyable Christmas and we look forward to seeing you all
back in 2023!

***
To join, search for
Blackwood PS Scene
in Facebook and click on
the Join button.

Governing Council 2023
Governing Council is a great way to get involved in your child’s school and show
them that you value education. Are you able to help out for only two meetings a
term? In 2023, Blackwood Primary School Governing Council will have positions
vacant for enthusiastic new members.
Look out for further information in the New Year.
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2022 School Senior Awards
Our school’s Senior Graduation evening was held on Thursday night - Week 9. During the ceremony, a
number of students received awards. We would like to thank the Mitcham Hills Interchurch Council for
providing gift packs and Brenton our Pastoral Care Worker organising them for our graduating students.
Congratulations to the following award winners:
IB Student of the Year Award
Isla and Henry
Care, Harmony & Excellence School Awards
Clementine (Care)
Dakota (Harmony)
Izzy (Excellence)
Molly Byrne Award
Paige
The Hutchesson Environmental Warrior Award
Kody
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Blackwood Christmas Pageant
Friday December 2nd over 80 students joined 12 teachers to represent
Blackwood Primary School in the Annual Blackwood Christmas Pageant. The
weather was a bit warm to start with but perfect once it was time to walk.
Our theme, ‘Christmas Tree Decorations’ made for colourful and creative
costumes. There were students dressed up as elves, angels, reindeers,
presents and outfits with lots of Christmas colour and tinsel. Thank you to all
the students for participating, dressing up and helping everyone get into the
lovely Christmas Spirit. Special thanks also to the teachers who gave up their
Friday evening to join in the pageant and help supervise our students. It was
a great night and we are already looking forward to the 2023 Blackwood
Christmas Pageant.
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IB Update
As previously shared with the Blackwood community, next year there will be a whole school unit of inquiry
nestled under the Who We Are transdisciplinary theme. We would like to thank those parents/caregivers
who provided us with words that were important to you, as these have been used to help us develop a
Central Idea that all classes will use. The central idea is ‘Caring for ourselves and others helps to build a
respectful and supportive community’. Each year level team will then explore this central idea using
different lines of inquiry to unpack and inquire into. Keep an eye out for ways that you will also be able to
be involved in our school community throughout the year.
After three wonderful years at Blackwood Primary School, I am moving on to a new leadership position
for 2023. I will be working at Immanuel Primary School as a Primary Leader (Assistant Principal, Years 36). I have enjoyed my time at this wonderful school, and have learnt so much, especially through my role
of working in the library. How lucky we are to have such a well-resourced and fantastic learning space.
I would like to thank the school community for your ongoing support and I wish everyone a restful and
safe holiday period and Merry Christmas to those who celebrate.
Natalie Campbell

Drumming to the beat of their own taiko
Year 5s and 6s wrapped up their year of Japanese learning with a taiko drumming workshop run by Matsuri
Taiko.
The workshop began with an introduction to the history of drums in Japan, from religious ceremonies to
warfare to town planning. Students then learned about the different drum sizes in taiko ensembles before
having a go at playing some rhythms.
Unlike other instruments, taiko drumming does not use musical notation to learn songs. Instead, different
sounds that the sensei says indicate where to play the sounds on the drum and how quickly to play the
sounds.
For example, ‘don’ is the equivalent of a musical beat, while ‘do-ko’ represents two half-beats. The sensei
calls out different rhythms and the students repeat back these rhythms on the drums. This style of learning
music had students playing a whole song by the end of the workshop! It was a wonderful way to end the
year.
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Japanese Bluearth Sports Day 2022
1st Rosewall 2142
2nd Fraser 1958
3rd Thomson 1933
4th Bradman 1895
After rescheduling the day due to rain, our school held its
Japanese Bluearth Sports Day. The event was slightly
different this year as there was a stronger link to Japanese
games, language and traditions. We even had a Japanese
drumming performance as part of our opening ceremony.
The morning consisted of team games, some of which were
new to our school this year. In the afternoon, we sat in our
house teams and watched the sprints, Senior tug-of-war contests and the staff event.
The contest was close like always, but this year it was Rosewall who won the event (the first time in many
years!). A very happy Dakota, Noa and Kayla presented the
acceptance speech on behalf of their house team.
We would like to thank the huge amount of family members
who attended and supported the event, the teachers who
arrived early to set up, the SSOs who helped the event run
smoothly, the Senior student leaders who helped prepare
and run the day, and a special big thank you for Mrs Fuller
for her many hours of work in putting the whole day
together.
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Room 14s Zoo Excursion
On Wednesday, the 7th of December Room 14 went to the Adelaide
Zoo. We went to the Zoo as a part of our current Unit of Inquiry,
Sharing the Planet. We observed different habitats and the way they
are cared for by the Zookeepers. We travelled to the Zoo on a train
and then a tram. We had to do a lot of walking too! We had some
wonderful parent helpers (Niki, Sam, Kristy, Raylene, Nicole) that
were our leaders in our groups.
Here are some of our favourite parts of the day!
 I liked visiting the reptile house because I saw my favourite
snake, the Redbelly Black Snake’. -Nick.
 ‘I enjoyed seeing the tigers because I saw what their habitat
looked like’. -Neve
 ‘The best part of the day was visiting the Nocturnal House
because I like creatures that hunt in the night’. - Nathan
 ‘My favourite part of the day was watching the giraffes have
their lunch’. -Elise
 ‘I thought the meerkats were really funny because they poked a silly face at me’. -Coen
 ‘I liked seeing the Fennec Foxes because they were cuddling each other and were very cute’. -Ella
 ‘I loved seeing the peacock lift its tail up and it was very beautiful’. -Petra
 ‘I enjoyed going on my first train ride into the city’. -Altea
 ‘I liked seeing the penguins swim and dive under the water’. -Isla
 ‘I enjoyed the reptile house because I saw a pig nosed turtle’. -Jake
 ‘My favourite part of the day was going on the train because we went really fast’ -Scarlett
 ‘I liked seeing the lions because they are my favourite animal’. -Jana.
We had a special day at the Zoo and we enjoyed learning about different animals and caring for their
habitats.
From Room 14

Blackwood Primary School

Page 7

Instrumental Music Showcase
On Thursday 24th November 2022, students from our Instrumental
program delighted us with individual and ensemble performances.
Students played violins, guitars, flutes, clarinets, trumpets, trombones,
saxophone and the piano and presented pieces that they had learnt over
the year. Their persistence and dedication to practising was evident in the
quality of the sound and music that they performed. Congratulations to all
students and teachers involved.

Year 4 “Come and Try” SAPSASA Sports Carnival
On Thursday of Week 7, Year 4 students in Room 6,7 and 8 travelled to Club Marion for the “Come and
Try” End of Year SAPSASA Sports Carnival. Students participated in 3 different sports across the day. The
sports students could choose from included tag rugby, cricket, hockey, softball, tennis, and lawn bowls.
Some students who participated in hockey where lucky enough to
be coached by member of the Australian men’s hockey team – the
Kookaburras, who signed lots of autographs for students
afterwards. Students learned the skills for each sport and then
played modified games with other Year 4 students from schools in
our area. The weather on the day was perfect and students had a
lot of fun across the day learning many new skills. A big thank you
to Casey Turner for organising the day and for the many parents
who helped supervise students on the day.
Chris Bates and Mic Wyskamp – Year 4 Teachers
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Year 5/6 Enterprise Fair
For our ‘How we organise ourselves’ unit of inquiry with the central idea ‘People can provide goods and
services based on community needs and available resources’. Students have been working collaboratively
to plan and organise an enterprise business idea that
would culminate in an Enterprise Fair in Week 8. Our
lines of inquiry focussed on supply and demand, rights
and responsibilities of consumers and factors that
influence consumers. Some of the skills students have
learned have been budgeting, excel spreadsheets,
commercial planning and editing, profit/ loss, technical
skills to make products (e.g. sewing, making Minecraft
worlds, making props etc.), working through scenarios
with supply and demand, and testing accuracy or
efficiency of their tools/ games.

On the 5th of December, the students set up their stalls for the rest of the school community. Some of
the ‘goods’ stalls that students were selling were bakery items, scrunchies, Zooper Doopers, book marks
and pet rocks. Some of the ‘experience’ stalls that students designed were rock painting, nail painting,
hair braiding, jungle gym and a haunted house. The event was really successful with students learning
about economic skills. The Reception to Year 6s all got involved, had fun and they learnt how and when
to spend their tickets.
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